
L
ive T

V
 C

overage of W
atergate to E

nd 
B

y John C
arm

ody 
w

a..aum
ton P

o
st S

taff W
riter 

T
he 

th
ree m

ajo
r telev

i-
sion netw

orks voted yester-
day to drop live coverage of 
th

e S
en

ate W
aterg

ate h
ear-

ings w
hen the com

m
ittee re-

su
m

e
s its se

ssio
n

s n
e
x

t 
T

uesday. 
C

B
S

 P
resid

en
t R

ich
ard

 
S

a
la

n
t s

a
id

 h
e
 w

a
s
 

"o
u
tv

o
ted

 2
 to

 I" b
y
 rep

re-
sentatives of N

B
C

 and A
B

C
 

w
h
en

 th
ey

 m
et b

riefly
 in

 
N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 to
 co

n
sid

er fu
r-

th
er co

v
erag

e o
f "P

h
ase II" 

o
f th

e h
earin

g
s, T

h
e th

ree 
n
etw

o
rk

s h
av

e b
een

 co
v
er-

ing the hearings live, gavel 
to gavel, on a rotating basis. 

T
elevision audiences w

ill 
still b

e
 a

b
le

 to
 w

a
tc

h
 a

, 
tap

ed
 d

elay
ed

 v
ersio

n
 o

f 
each day's W

atergate hear-
ings over the P

ublic B
road-

casting S
ervice. 

P
B

S
, through its N

ationsl 
P

u
b

lic A
ffairs C

en
ter fo

r 
T

elev
isio

n
 h

ere, w
ill co

n
-

tin
u

e to
 tap

e th
e b

earin
g

s  

fo
r reb

ro
ad

cast d
aily

 at 8
 

p
.m

. o
v

er th
e n

atio
n

's 
239 

p
u

b
lic

 T
V

 sta
tio

n
s. A

n
 

N
P

A
C

T
 spokesm

an said cov-
erag

e w
ill co

n
tin

u
e u

n
til 

N
ov. 1, the com

m
ittee's tar-

get date for com
pleting the 

hearings. 
O

v
ern

ig
h
t T

V
 ratin

g
s in

 
N

ew
 Y

ork and L
os A

ngeles 
for the M

onday and T
uesday 

telecasts (sh
o

w
n

 b
y

 A
B

C
 

and N
B

C
, respectively) indi-

c
a
te

d
 th

e
 h

e
a
rin

g
s w

e
re

 
d

raw
in

g
 larg

er au
d

ien
ces 

than had day-tim
e entertain-

m
ent program

s on the three 
netw

orks during the w
eek of 

Sept. 17-21. 
"T

h
at's w

h
at I b

ased
 m

y
 

arg
u

m
en

t o
n

," S
alan

t said
. 

H
e added, how

ever, that no 
ratin

g
s w

ere av
ailab

le to
 

com
pare audience size w

ith 
the surprisingly high view

-
ersh

ip
 attain

ed
 b

y
 th

e m
id

-
su

m
m

er co
v

erag
e o

f th
e 

hearings. 
T

he three netw
orks, w

hich 
in

 Ju
ly

 b
eg

an
 co

v
erin

g
 th

e  

hearings 
sep

arately
, later 

ag
reed

 to
 ro

tate co
v
erag

e, 
w

h
ich

 w
as in

ten
d
ed

 to
 en

d
 

at the conclusion of P
hase I. 

A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 S
alan

t, th
e 

b
u
lk

 o
f_

 
	

testi- 
m

ony by W
hite H

ouse aide 
P

atrick B
uchanan indicated 

to
 th

e
 n

e
tw

o
rk

s th
a
t th

e
 

hearings had m
oved into the 

a
re

a
 o

f c
a
m

p
a
ig

n
 'd

irty
 

trick
s" rath

er th
an

 d
irect 

concern w
ith allegations of 

W
hite H

ouse involvem
ent in 

the W
atergate and E

llsberg 
b
u
rg

laries an
d
 su

b
seq

u
en

t 
cover-up effects, so dram

ati-
cally show

n during the sum
-

m
er hearings. 
N

B
C

 new
s president R

ich-
ard W

ald, w
ho attended the 

m
eeting, said yesterday that 

the vote to conacel coverage 
w

as "very m
uch a m

atter of 
new

s judgm
ent." 

"It's strictly a question of 
having gone very far w

ith a 
fascinating experim

ent cov-
erin

g
 a v

ery
 im

p
o
rtan

t is- 

su
e," W

ald
- said

. "W
e'v

e 
c
o

m
e
 to

 th
e
 e

n
d

 o
f th

a
t 

p
h
ase o

f th
e h

earin
g
s th

at 
w

as m
ost closely tied to the 

m
o

st im
p

o
rtan

t o
f n

atio
n

al 
issues." 

W
ald said that "from

 now
 

' on" N
B

C
 w

ill cover the hear-
ings "as w

e think w
e should, 

depending on the w
itnesses 

and the new
s values." 

T
h

e N
B

C
 ex

ecu
t1

ce said
 

th
ere w

as n
o

 su
g

g
estio

n
 o

f 
N

ix
o
n
 ad

m
in

istratio
n
 p

res-
sure- o

n
 th

e n
etw

o
rk

ito
 can

 
eel th

e co
v

erag
e. "F

o
r all 

th
ey

 care, it (th
e telecasts) 

co
u
ld

, g
o
 o

n
 fo

rev
er," h

e 
said;-- "It's a v

ery
 im

p
o

rtan
t 

co
m

m
ittee b

u
t I'd

 b
et y

o
u
 

can
't n

am
e th

e n
ex

t th
ree 

w
itnesses due next w

eek." - 
W

illiam
 S

h
eeh

an
, sen

io
r 

vice president of A
B

C
 new

s, 
also said his decision to vote 
ag

ain
st fu

rth
er co

v
erag

e 
"w

as a, new
s judgm

ent." H
e 

said
 th

ere w
as "ab

so
lu

tely
 

no" governm
ent pressure on 

T
H

E
 W

A
SH

IN
G

T
O

N
 PO

ST"
 

 
T

hursday, Sept. 27,1973 	
A

 14
  

the netw
orks to discontinue 

the hearing . coverage. 
S

h
eeh

an
 said

 A
B

C
 h

as-. 
th

ree o
p

tio
n

s o
n

 fu
rth

er "r. 
W

aterg
ate co

v
erag

e. "W
e • 

w
ill tape record the ``w

hole' 
day and could broadcast live..,. 
at any tim

e; w
e can show

 a 
highlights version periocri: 
cally, and w

e can show
 por-

tions on our.. A
B

C
 E

vening. 
N

ew
s." 

S
alant said C

B
S

 currently 
p

lan
s to

 sh
o

w
 d

aily
 	

. 
B

O
IS

 at . 1
1

:3
0

 p
.m

,, u
n

til 
m

id
n
ig

h
t sta

rtin
g
 n

e
x
t 

w
eek. 	

" ' 
A

ll th
re

e
 e

x
e
c
u
tiv

e
s 

stressed
 th

at liv
e co

v
erag

e.  
could he resum

ed depending - 
o
n
 th

e im
p
o
rtan

ce o
f. th

e 
w

itnesses involved. 
H

o
w

ev
er, it w

as learn
ed

 • —
 

that the present pooling of • 
T

V
 equipm

ent at the S
enate.. 

O
ffice B

u
ild

in
g

 is also
 u

n
-

d
er n

eg
o
tiaitio

n
. A

 d
ecisio

n
 .. 

to dism
antle the equipm

ent 
w

ould have direct im
port on 

future coverage plan&
 


