
h
y
 M

r. N
ix

o
n

 P
refers D

ela
y
 

c,rvi 
4.• It h

as b
een

 said
 th

at M
r. N

ix
o
tt's 

4'-cam
paign venture into M

ichigan. w
as 

	

"b
o
ld

 g
am

b
e" an

 alm
O

st B
y
ro

n
ic 	

_ 

	

g
estu

re b
y
 th

is least B
y
ro

n
ic o

f m
en

. 	
"H

is behavior, hunkering dow
n and hoping, 

G
eorge F

. W
ill 

h
o
u
r sw

eep
 th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e m
o
st ru

ral 
sections of the district, and to the sur-
prise of alm

ost no one, M
r. N

ixon in-
cluded, he lost. 
7
 A

n
d
 w

h
at h

av
e w

e learn
ed

?' T
h
at 

.M
r. N

ix
o
n
 p

ro
b
ab

ly
 is a d

rag
 o

n
 th

e 
political m

arket? T
his w

ill com
e 
	a 

S
unburst only to people w

ho have been 
hiding in N

ew
 M

exico caves since be-, 
fo

re th
e earlier sp

ecial electio
n
s, 

If the R
epublican had w

on that seat, 
as R

epublicans have done for 40-years, 
M

r. N
ixon's political clout w

ould not 
h
av

e rev
iv

ed
 lik

e a w
atered

 flo
w

er. 
A

nd although th e re is a lush profusion 
o
f reaso

n
s fo

r im
p
each

in
g
 h

im
, ;h

is - 
calam

ito
u
s effect o

n
 th

e G
O

P
 is n

o
t - 

o
n
e o

f th
em

_
 I say

 th
at as a R

ep
u
b
li-

can w
ho has 'never voted for a D

em
o-

crat an
d
 h

o
p
es to

 b
e fo

rev
er sp

ared
 

P
:the indignity of havin

g  to
 d

o
 so

. 
T

he m
ost M

r. N
ixon can say for the 

7,,M
ichiganders is that they did not bite 

h
im

 o
n
 th

e ear. B
u
t it w

as b
etter fo

r 
,,him

 to have attention focused on them
 

T
h
an

 o
n
 h

is leg
al p

ro
b
lem

s. H
is trip

 
triggered a foa m

in
g
 to

rren
t o

f m
ed

ia 

'. ,an
aly

sis, w
h
ich

 serv
ed

 h
is an

ti-im
-

p
each

m
en

t strateg
y
 o

f d
elay

 an
d
 d

is-
traction. 

T
h
is strateg

y
 is n

o
t in

eleg
an

t, b
u
t 

,ev
id

en
tly

 it is th
e b

est o
n
e av

ailab
le 

to
 h

im
: It in

v
o
lv

es' using every con-
ceiv

ab
le m

an
eu

v
er, esp

ecially
 w

ith
-

h
o
ld

in
g
 ev

id
en

ce, to
 d

elay
 im

p
each

-
m

ent proceedings an
d
 to

 crip
p
le th

e 
S

p
ecial P

ro
secu

to
r's ab

ility
 to

 try
 h

is , 
fo

rm
er W

h
ite H

o
u
se aid

es. A
n
o
th

er 
part 	

th
e strateg

y
 is to

 d
istract th

e 
a

ttention of the,press, public and poli-
ticians fr om

 th
e o

n
ly

 m
atter th

at can
 

g
et h

im
 rem

o
v
ed

 fro
m

 o
ffice —

 th
e 

W
atergate cover-up. 

If M
r. N

ix
o
n
 is rem

o
v
ed

 it w
ill n

o
t 

b
e b

ecau
se o

f an
y
th

in
g
 else th

at h
as 

happened, or anything  happening now
 

—
not an election result, not a collisi on 

w
ith C

ongress, not a m
ischievous in-

crease in the price of m
ilk, not an hn-• 

p
ro

p
er an

ti-tru
st d

iv
estitu

re o
f an

 in
-

surance com
pany from

 IT
T

. 
If h

e is rem
o
v
ed

 it w
ill be alm

ost 
ex

clu
siv

ely
 b

ecau
se o

f th
in

g
s h

e d
id

  

betw
een June 20, 1972, the. first w

ork-
ing  day after the W

atergate bileak-in, 
and A

pril 17, 1973, the day he decided 
to respond publicly to the disintegrat-
ing cover-up.  

O
b
v
io

u
sly

 h
e h

as d
ecid

ed
 n

o
t to

 
com

ply w
ith the C

om
m

ittee's and the 
, S

p
ecial P

ro
secu

to
r's su

b
p
o
en

as fo
r 

tapes of conversations held during the 
w

in
ter an

d
 sp

rin
g
 o

f 1
9
7
3
, w

h
en

 th
e 

cover-up w
as not going sw

im
m

ingly. 
T

his is a reasonable decision, assum
-

in
g
 (an

d
 h

e is in
 a p

o
sitio

n
 to

 know
 

th
at th

e an
g
er o

f th
e C

o
m

m
ittee, th

e 
S

p
ecial P

ro
secu

to
r an

d
 th

e p
u
b
lic 

o
v
er w

ith
h
eld

 tap
es can

 n
o
t in

ju
re 

h
im

 as m
u
ch

 as th
e co

n
ten

ts o
f th

e 
w

ith
h
eld

 tap
es w

o
u
ld

 in
ju

re h
in

t 

T
his explains the O

rw
ellian disjunc-

tio
n
 b

etw
een

 h
is w

o
rd

s an
d
 d

eed
s: 

w
hile com

plaining  th
at "

draggin
g out 

W
aterg

ate d
rag

s d
o
w

n
 A

m
erica" h

e  

hides the
  evidence necessary

 to
 b

ring
  

W
atergate to a conclusion. 
H

e can
 h

ard
ly

 b
e d

elay
in

g
  in

 th
e
 

co
n
fid

en
t ex

p
ectatio

n
 th

at so
m

e d
is-

cernible S
alvation Is in the offin

g. T
h
e 

strateg
y
 o

f d
elay

,' lik
e th

e M
ich

ig
an

 
strategem

, it is 
s 	

th
e. b

est w
ay

 to
 p

lay
 

a h
o
p
elessly

 b
ad

 h
an

d
 h

e h
as d

ealt 
him

self. 
M

r. N
ix

o
n
 is in

 th
e p

o
sitio

n
 o

f th
e 

m
an

 w
h
o
 o

ffen
d
ed

 a cap
ricio

u
s k

in
g
. 

T
he kin

g  said
: "I w

ill sen
ten

ce y
o
u
 to

 
su

ffer th
e d

eath
 o

f a th
o
u
san

d
 cu

ts, 
b
u
t I w

ill n
o
t o

rd
er th

e sen
ten

ce fo
r 

tw
o
 y

ears, an
d
 I w

ill n
o
t o

rd
er it at 

a
ll if, in

 
th

at tim
e, y

o
u
 teach

 m
y
 

h
o
rses to

 talk
." 

T
h
e co

n
d
em

n
ed

 m
an

 w
as co

n
ten

t, 
w

h
ich

 p
u
zzled

 a frien
d
, w

h
o
 ask

ed
 

w
h
y
. "B

ecau
se," h

e rep
lied

, "in
 th

e 
n
ex

t tw
o
 y

ears th
e k

in
g  m

ig
h
t d

ie, o
r 

change his m
ind—

or the horses m
ight 

ta
lk

." • 

M
r. N

ixon is reduced to delaying in 
th

e h
o
p
e th

at so
m

eth
in

g—
anythin g-

w
ill happen to lift the siege. H

e m
u
st 

k
n
o
w

 th
e astro

n
o
m

ical o
d
d
s ag

ain
st 

th
at. B

u
t ev

id
en

tly
 h

e th
in

k
s it .is 

safer just to hope for a m
iracle, som

e-
thin

g  o
n
 th

e scale o
f a talk

in
g  h

o
rse, 

than to release the evidence. 

T
hat is w

hy his behavior, hunkering 
dow

n and hopin
g, sp

eak
s w

ith
 d

evas-
tating 

elo
q
u
en

ce ab
o
u
t th

e co
n
ten

ts 
of the tapes he is hiding. 

•'W
hat frightful hors'eradish. 	

.; 
. : speaks w

ith: devastating eloquence about 
. 

.'' T
he. R

epublican .C
andidate. w

as
. be- 

''' h
in

d
 w

h
en

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
 m

ad
e its fo

u
r- 	

. 
--   

the contents of the tapes ,  he-is hiding." 


