
G
e

o
rg

e
 F

. W
ill 	

F ink
, li  r h

  

A
\ ew

 'C
heckers S

peech': W
ould It W

ork? 
W

e are reeling tow
ard a rendezvous 

w
ith

 C
h

e
c
k

e
rs—

n
o

t th
e
 d

o
g

, th
e
 

sp
eech

. M
r. N

ix
o
n
 m

ay
 so

o
n
 h

av
e to

 
d
eliv

er a W
aterg

ate sp
eech

 u
sin

g
 th

e 
tactic of the original C

heckers speech. 
• In

 S
ep

tem
b
er 1

9
5
2
, after ju

st six
 

y
e
a
rs in

 p
o
litic

s, M
r. N

ix
o
n
 w

a
s 

D
w

ight D
. E

iaenhow
er's running-m

ate. 
S

u
d
d
en

ly
 th

e sto
ry

 b
ro

k
e ab

o
u
t an

 
$18,000 "fund" provided by C

alifornia 
su

p
p
o
rters to

 h
elp

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
 (w

h
o
se 

S
enate salary w

as $12,500) defray polit-
ical ex

p
en

ses. T
h
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 P
o
st 

h
ead

lin
e read

: "S
ecret R

ich
 M

en
's 

T
ru

st F
u
n
d
 K

eep
s N

ix
o
n
 in

 S
ty

le B
e-

yond H
is S

alary." 
T

h
e fu

n
d
 w

as sm
all an

d
 sim

ilar to
 

th
o
se u

sed
 b

y
 m

an
y
 o

th
er p

o
litician

s 
at th

e tim
e. B

u
t th

e G
O

P
 w

as callin
g
 

its cam
p

aig
n
 a "C

ru
sad

e fo
r P

o
litical 

P
u
rity

." C
riticism

 sn
o
w

b
alled

 an
d
 

p
restig

io
u
s n

ew
sp

ap
ers called

 u
p
o
n
 

M
r. N

ix
o
n

 to
 resig

n
 fro

m
 th

e tick
et. 

M
r. E

isen
h

o
w

er leak
ed

 h
is o

p
in

io
n

 
th

at th
e b

u
rd

en
 w

as o
n
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
 to

 
p
ro

v
e h

im
self "clean

 as a h
o
u
n
d
s-

tooth" or resign. 
P

arad
o
x
ically

, M
r. N

ix
o
n
, th

e least 
rh

eto
rical o

f m
en

, sav
ed

 h
is career 

w
ith a devastatingly effective speech. 

A
n
 h

o
u
r b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 b

ro
a
d
c
a
st 

T
hom

as D
ew

ey, a close adviser to M
r. 

E
isen

h
o
w

er, called
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
 to

 say
 

th
at m

o
st cam

p
aig

n
 lead

ers w
an

ted
 

h
im

 to
 resig

n
. M

r. N
ix

o
n
 resp

o
n
d
ed

 
w

ith a lesson in effective rhetoric. H
e 

co
n
fo

u
n
d
ed

 h
is en

em
ies in

 th
e p

ress, 
and M

r. E
isenhow

er, and the m
any R

e-
publicans w

ho thought his resignation 
w

ould help the party that fall. 
W

ith his career hanging by a thread, 
h
e sk

illfu
lly

 p
lay

ed
 o

n
 th

e n
atio

n
's 

em
otions, and then boldly called for a 

plebeseite. It w
as syrupy. It w

as cloy-
ing. It also w

as a roaring success. 
M

r. N
ixon, the knight of the w

oeful 
countenance, talked to the national au-
dience about M

rs. N
ixon's "respectable 

R
epublican cloth coat," and about the 

"little cocker spaniel dog" that 6-year-
old T

ricia had nam
ed C

heckers. T
hen 

he rolled the dice: 
"I d

o
n
't b

eliev
e I o

u
g
h
t to

 q
u
it, b

e- 
cause I'm

 not a quitter 	
B

ut the de- 
cision, m

y friends, is not m
ine ... I am

 
subm

itting to the R
epublican N

ational 
C

om
m

ittee tonight, through this televi-
sio

n
 b

ro
ad

cast, th
e d

ecisio
n
 w

h
ich

 is 
th

eirs to
 m

ak
e ... an

d
 I am

 going to 
ask you to help them

 decide. W
ire and 

w
rite

 to
 th

e
 R

e
p

u
b

lic
a
n

 N
a
tio

n
a
l 

C
o
m

m
ittee...." 

B
efore the speech, editorials and tel-

eg
ram

s to
 M

r. E
isen

h
o

w
er w

ere run-
ning 

ab
o
u
t 3

-1
 ag

ain
st M

r. N
ix

o
n
. 

W
hen M

r. N
ixoil finished his speech, 

th
ere w

as n
o

t a d
ry

 ey
e in

 A
m

erica. 
W

ell, alm
o
st n

o
n
e. T

h
ere m

u
st h

av
e 

b
een

 a h
ard

 g
lin

t o
f an

g
er in

 M
r. E

i-
senhow

er's eyes. H
e knew

 M
r. N

ixon 
h

ad
 d

eftly
 d

ep
riv

ed
 h

im
 o

f th
e fin

al 
d
ecisio

n
 ab

o
u
t h

is ru
n
n
in

g
 m

ate, A
n
 

em
o
tio

n
al p

leb
iscite, w

ith
 a m

M
io

n
 

pro-N
ixon voices, settled that. 

T
oday, as in 1952, M

r. N
ixon is teet-

ering on the brink of disaster. H
e can-

not w
rest the pow

er of decision from
 

C
ongress, w

here the im
peachm

ent pro-
ced

u
re m

u
st resu

lt in
 an

 u
p
-o

r-d
o
w

n
 

v
o

te, b
u

t h
e can

 try
 to

 set an
 em

o
-

tional clim
ate for the vote. 

O
f course here's the rub: H

e can call 
sp

irits fro
m

 th
e v

asty
 d

eep
, b

u
t w

ill 
they com

e w
hen he calls? 

W
hen in 1952 he staked everything 

on a desperate call for support, he w
as 

a sym
pathetic figure, a young senator 

w
hose fam

ily shared his privations in 
the rich m

an's gam
e of politics. T

oday 
he's know

n, rich and a sym
pathetic fig- 

u
re o

n
ly

 to
 ab

o
u

t 2
6

 p
er cen

t o
f th

e 
people. 

In addition, the "fund" w
as a public 

relatio
n
s p

ro
b
lem

. W
aterg

ate is, at 
least in

 p
art, a leg

al p
ro

b
lem

. B
u

t 
w

hen C
ongress has custody of your le-

gal problem
. and you have few

 arrow
s 

left in your quiver, you reach for one 
that served you w

ell in another crisis. 
Y

ou reach for a rending speech, on
e 

th
at p

u
lls o

u
t all th

e em
o
tio

n
al sto

p
s, 

and em
phasizes the torm

ents suffered 
by those w

ho unquestionably are inno-
cent bystanders—

your fam
ily. A

nd you 
conclude: "W

ire C
ongress—

get It o
f 

m
y back, and off m

y fam
ily's back" 

S
uch a "C

heckers II" speech proba-
bly w

ouldn't w
ork. B

ut it m
ight prod. 

u
ce a m

arg
in

 o
f su

rv
iv

al in
 a clo

se 
show

-dow
n vote in the H

ouse or, later, 
in the S

enate. 
T

his m
uch w

e know
. M

r. N
ixon is Ete 

tough as a 20-m
inute egg. H

e w
ill not 

sit passively w
hile C

ongress votes on 
his fate. H

e w
ill call an em

otional ple-
biscite, if he has no other w

eapon left. 
A

s an adm
irer of C

harles de G
aulle, 

h
e k

n
o

w
s th

e risk
s o

f su
ch

 a m
an

eu
-

ver. A
s de G

aulle learned in 1969, you 
can't afford to lose plebiscite, 


