
Joseph. K
ra f t 

T
he T

olli of 

T
oughing 

It O
ut 

T
h
e P

resid
en

t is talk
in

g
 d

efian
tly

 
o
f h

an
g
in

g
 in

- th
ere all th

e w
ay

. 
B

ut.the_toll taken by an all-out fight 
—

on 'M
r. N

ixon him
self, on his present 

asso
ciates in

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

t, o
n
 th

e R
e-

p
u
b
lican

 P
arty

 an
d
 o

n
 th

e co
u
n
try

—
w

ould be terrific. S
o if M

r. N
ixon can-

not lance the abscess quickly, it seem
s 

h
ig

h
ly

 d
o

u
b

tfu
l th

at h
e can

 to
u

g
h

 it 
o

u
t fo

r th
ree fu

ll y
ears. , 

T
he present W

hite H
ouse tactic is to 

\stam
p
ed

e th
e C

o
n
g
ress in

to
 a q

u
ick

 
u

p
-o

r-d
o

w
n

 v
o

te " o
n

 im
p

each
m

en
t. 

H
en

ce th
e d

ru
m

fire o
f W

h
ite H

o
u
se 

statem
ents about M

r. N
ixon's determ

i-
nation all w

eek long. 
.T

he S
tate o

f th
e U

n
io

n
 ad

d
ress, set 

fO
r . W

ed
n

esd
ay

, sh
ap

es u
p
 as a h

ard
-

lin
e p

ro
v

o
catio

n
—

a ch
allen

g
e to

 th
e 

D
em

ocrats in the C
ongress. G

iven the 
self-rig

h
teo

u
sn

ess o
f so

m
e o

f th
e ex

-
trem

e lib
erals o

n
 th

e H
o
u
se Ju

d
iciary

 
C

o
m

m
itte

e
, th

a
t ta

c
tic

 ju
st m

ig
h
t 

w
ork., - 
B

u
t th

e
 M

a
jo

rity
 L

e
a
d
e
r o

f th
e
 

h
o

u
se

, th
e
 b

ro
a
d

-sh
o

u
ld

e
re

d
 T

ip
 

O
'N

eill, is holding the extrem
e liberals 

b
ack

 fro
m

 a ru
sh

 to
 ju

d
g
m

en
t. D

e-
sp

ite p
ro

d
d

in
g

 b
y

 S
p

ecial P
ro

secu
to

r 
L

eo
n

 Jaw
o
rsk

i, th
e ch

airm
an

 o
f th

e 
Judiciary C

om
m

ittee, P
eter R

odino, is 
m

o
v
in

g
 slo

w
ly

. O
th

er sen
io

r D
em

o
-

crats, including S
peaker C

arld A
lbert 

an
d

 C
h

airm
an

 W
ilb

u
r M

ills o
f th

e 
W

ay
s an

d
 M

ean
s co

m
m

ittee, h
av

e  

p
o

in
ted

 o
u

t th
at th

e ev
id

en
ce isn

't 
in

 y
et. S

o
 th

e o
d

d
s are th

at th
e C

o
n

-
g
ress w

ill h
an

d
le th

e im
p
each

m
en

t 
issue as it handes everything else—

in 
a deliberate fashion. 

A
 th

o
ro

u
g

h
 airin

g
 o

f th
e ch

arg
es 

against M
r. N

ixon is apt. to be devastat-
ing. A

lready any num
ber of illegal acts 

—
tax fraud, w

iretapping, obstruction 
of justice through an erasure of a tape, 
illegal contributions, attem

pted use of 
the C

IA
 to cover up the W

atergate in-
vestigation—

seem
 to have originated 

in the O
val O

ffice. 
ti.,1

a
y
e
a
ig

a
tib

y
 c

o
m

p
e
te

n
t 

la
w

y
e
rs a

rm
e
d

 ‘v
fttl'P le•M

traT
uw

-
* er"w

h
ich

 M
r. R

o
d

in
o

 n
o

w
 seem

s cer-
tain

 to
 o

b
tain

 fo
r h

is co
m

m
ittee, is 

likely to turn up m
ore dirt, S

avvy offi-
cials h

ere are b
ettin

g
 th

at d
irect ev

i-
dence of crim

inal action by M
r. N

ixon 
is going to em

erge. T
hey believe that in 

tim
e, th

e P
resid

en
t w

o
u

ld
 rath

er q
u

it 
th

an
 ru

n
 th

e risk
 o

f p
ro

secu
tio

n
 b

y
 a 

D
em

o
cratic ad

m
in

istratio
n
 after h

is 
term

 ex
p
ires. T

h
at'is th

e lo
g
ic o

f th
e 

repeated offer by W
ilbur M

ills to grant 

M
r. N

ixon im
m

unity from
 prosecution 

upon resignation. 
M

r. N
ixon's troubles, if he hangs in, 

are bound to overw
helm

 his closest as-
sociates. G

erald F
ord, like other V

ice 
.P

residents, has recently found out how
 

m
u
ch

 h
e is tied

 to
 h

is P
resid

en
t. H

e 
has felt obliged—

against the advice of 
h

is staff, ap
p

aren
tly

—
to

 m
ak

e p
u

b
lic 

statem
ents exculpating M

r. N
ixon and 

blam
ing others. Instead of com

ing on 
as a decent and conciliatory leader, he 
is beginning -to

 seem
 lik

e a d
u
m

b
 A

g
-

new
. 

T
he decline of M

r. F
ord is bound to 

affect R
epublican hopes adversely. E

v-
ery

b
o
d
y
 ack

n
o
w

led
g
es th

at th
e G

O
P

 
w

ill suffer terribly if W
atergate is still 

aliv
e b

y
 th

e 1
9
7
4
 co

n
g
ressio

n
al elec-

tions. B
arry G

oldw
ater had predicted a 

1
0
 p

er cen
t d

ro
p
 in

 th
e p

arty
 v

o
te. A

 
dozen senior R

epublican congressm
en 

h
av

e co
n
firm

ed
 th

e d
rift alread

y
 b

y
 

announcing they w
ill not seek reelec-

tion. S
om

e D
em

ocrats believe they can 
raise their m

ajority in the H
ouse from

 
240 to 300 seats. 

A
s fo

r th
e co

u
n

try
, th

e im
m

ed
iate 

danger is that M
r. N

ixon w
ill m

anipu-
late n

atio
n

al issu
es to

 try
 to

 resto
re 

fading popularity. T
he energy problem

 
is already a case in point. It is evident 
that the country is flapping around be-
cause M

r. N
ixon is unprepared to take 

o
n
 h

ard
 d

ecisio
n
s, o

r let o
th

ers m
ak

e 
them

. 	
- 

O
n top of that, there is an incalcula-

b
le d

ifficu
lty

. T
h

at is th
e m

o
ral an

d
 

ethical consequences for the long term
 

of not facing up to the facts in W
ater-

gate. 
W

hat all this says is that the cost of 
hanging tough on W

atergate w
ould be 

at least as heavy as the cost of an im
-

peachm
ent. N

o doubt the P
resident is, 

as h
e p

u
t it, "g

o
in

g
 to

 fig
h
t lik

e h
ell" 

against W
atergate for the tim

e being, 
B

u
t w

ill h
e fig

h
t fo

rev
er?, A

t so
m

e 
p
o
in

t, w
h
en

 an
 im

p
each

m
en

t sh
ap

es 
up, and m

aybe a prosecution, w
on't he 

develop a political illness—
or as they 

are now
 saying here, a case o

f ath
lete's 

foot? 
eiD
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