tﬁe Umon address, delwered in the most extmor- !
nary and uneonventlonal of clmumstances That,iniact
gppears to have been the President’s purpose: to create
an-illusion of normality, to drown out the ugly, insistent
yiinds of weakness and scandal in the famlliar sing-song
we have all come fo recognize over the years as State

of the Unionese So all the old and eminently forgettable '

formulations were there—the recital of accomplishment,
the promise of easy solutions to difficult problems, the |
shopworn commitment to peace and prosperity as if

these were somehow novel and distinctive goals for @ /

President to have. There were the guaranteed, tried-and-
true applause-getting lines. And there was, of course, in
consequence, the applause. It was, in short, a ceremonial
vent much as the announcement of Gerald Ford’s nom-
hmtmn in a glittering East Room exiravaganza | last fall
was ceremonial: the ceremony was invoked as a kind of
uall-envelopmg blanket, one that might serve tol muffle
the very disagreeable truths and troubles that were on
everyhody’a mind, Last fall it was the diagrace of Mr.
Agnew. Wednesday night at the Capitol -it was’ “Mr,
‘Nixon’s own past failures and uncertain future pmospects

# Thus, not until the very end of his lengthy, address
flld “the President mention the unmentlonable—-Water—
gate And even then he did so only by way of}making a

distinction between the Watergate crimes that have ghat

and enfeebled his administration and those “great
jes” that he considers fit for the attention of the
erican public. This is a distinction Mr. Nizxon has'
trying vainly and wrongheadedly to establlah almost
J thebeginnmgoftplsdismalaﬂair andelsewhere
‘fon t'his page today we have asmmhled 2 briof chronology
of this effort, 3

ticularly relevant to the renewed attempt he ‘made in
is State of the Union (addres Wednesday night. One is

atergate matter should long since have been laid to
test have neither the force of magic nor the force of
faw: Indeed they seem. invariably to be followed by pew
tevelatwns and/or new crimes and improprieties. The
other is that ohe state ' of political end:governmental
) { by Mr. Nixon § own Te-
Tuctance to pursue the facts of the scandals has ‘hecome
yefy much a part of the public’ ‘business—very much a

factor ‘in any reasonable or practical discussion of the

,Stato of the Union. For by now we have seen evidence of

@ gross disfxguramon of government institutions end of -

official morality under Mr. Nixon’s administration. We

have seen, as well, a continuing, systematic effort on o

‘Mr. Nixon’s part to evade an accounting to the public

= Itseemstousthattherearetwo aweolaofﬂm?res:- o
dent's effort over the past many months that are par-

at the President’s pre-emptory declarations that the \

T he State of thé Preszdency’ :
, R \ﬂ(ﬂ;’z,///

~"’.”‘f”1
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2 !m- ‘what went wrong.’And we have seen, in. cqnsequonce,

 ‘over which Mr. Nixon presides: Trie; the adr

.mlrablymmﬁngaccommodatmnslnthe'

‘ lnthqtcri«ﬁcalpartofthe
i;fsu m the Pmsid'enttoreeolve great’ anddi

‘condition of widespread paralysis in’ the  gove

#ias prepared a budget; Dr.

yrfdenﬂy new programs have been, fadlioned a.nd ilave' i
‘worked. their ‘way around ‘the. bmaumttc Shoals./But
dential rtﬁo%whle% s
visive policy

es wttihrm the ‘executive branch, to pring influence :
to bear upon Congress forcefully and persuasive . and
fo-present himself as a secure and commanding ﬂgure

_on the world scene, it is an inescapable fact. that the,

unresolved questions arising from that. array of mis-
conduct called Watergate are undermmiog-his capacity

‘Eﬁe *prospect of a weakened and dwerted pl;esidency as
one ‘'of the fearsome pnces we may have to pay 1f the.

8 Watrgate 1ssue -is not/s:peedily laid to rest. To be sure, 2n|

the President \intent upon demonetrat:lng that hecanand

2 _does still govern, has not gone 5o, far as to concede that
,‘t}heworsthaacomeh'ue thathehas’}:gfmm

G Ctmg‘ress, for all of ua to 3om togethe
" our full’energies to. these great issues that I hm:e -;,_{

‘rendened he'lliless to deal mﬂl the grav .-iil‘eesmes of,
_say, the energy crisis or an um'uly eeonomy:', But he has |

vividly suggested that contifiued concern with the cor-

. ruption issue could easily and quickly bring bhe worst
«‘l_ﬁto pass He said as muo:h,l on Wednesday night

. the t:me lm come, my conedgues, for ﬂot only
the ezecuttw, the Preszdent, lmt the: '

. discussed tonight ‘which, tnvolve the welfa.re of the |

"' American people in so many different wa;,% as well.

asthepeace oftheworld. %o )

It is a sentiment with which we whoteheaxtedly atres
(even as we agree with Mr Ni;:on‘s other observation,
“one ¥ of Watergate is enough." Where we think the
President is s0. desperately wrong is, m his calculatxon
of iwhat ‘has prolonged and comtlnues to prolong t;he W

| Watergate agony

mthlsrespeotoneneedonlyeonaldertha;tmorethan

i 'half of the elapsed year Mr. Nixon so regrets has been -
. largely consumed by a struggle
* Prosecution Force to extract relevant documentary evi-

by the Special Watergate ) |

dence from Mr. Nixon's White House and to account




" for the disappearance and .destruction of some subpoe-
nudevidence Itis,miachm leon‘sgwnmls_taqce it
* to a full investigation of the Watergaﬁe squalora that has
been&hé'pnnqipal cause oz‘. delny 3 “31

i et i
mtisno'éthewaythe, : Houselaellsi’t,of ourse;
theeoﬁfimi line isﬁmttheWaﬁergate ‘uncertainities are
being ‘kept ‘alive by some small and “inspired” group of
poilthcal “grudge fighters” who are seeking t(o exploit

. the President’s troubles for partban advantage. But this:

* line ~of argument neceuaﬂly ignores the fact ﬂtat a
mmberofamwersibleco tutional processes have bpe-n

b ca!led m.t.o Y. ma be = Preddent. Mr,_Nkog'aw

. Tax gﬂwt wdit tﬁm;s"%‘e--‘:mggamd'

" that Watergate"as it aﬂected ‘v us members of his
official family, be turned over to the grand juries and
‘the courts; as to his ow4 posslble involvement, it is his
lawyemwhohnvei“rguedthatthmmauercanbe dealt

i ¥ e -

‘thar “ou; iullenerg)es" '.“greatissues"ohe
seems got‘{ ‘mcognize ‘that grea’l:: national exertmns
| depend for. their strength on a generous measure oi
public conﬂdenoe in those presiding over our public
affairs.’ That is what was nussing‘ from Mr. Nixon’s
State of the Umon report—any awareness on his part
t,moreﬂhanatanyrtimewemmmember the State
lof the Union is now being detemmed by thp partxcular

state of his weddency 8 :

. ~



M. Nizon on Watergate: i # M '2~// /Y

‘An Issue That Won't Be Talked

i 1S 12K o R

“Some people, quite properly ap-
palled at the abuses that occurred,
will say that Watergate demonstrates
the bankruptey of the American polit-
jcal system. I bélieve precisely. the
opposite is true. Watergate represent-
ed a series of illegal acts and bad
iudgments by a number of individuals.
was the system that has brought
ts to light and that will bring
those ty to justice—a system that
in this chse has included a determined

able ihcident to deter Ts or deflect
us from going forward toward achieving
the at goals that an overwhelming
majority of the American people
electdd us to achieve in November of
1979 — Speech to Republican dinner,
hington, May 8, 1973. 5 ' -
’ [The following day, a. New York

grand jury indicted former Attorney -

mer Commerce Secretary Maurice

grand jur}, honest prosecutors, a cour- ; H. Stans'in comnection with Robert -
ageous judge, Johm, Sirica, and vig- ‘Vesco’s $200,000 pmh-ibgméon to the
orous free hress.; 7 " 5 =y Nizon reelection ~campaign, On

L May 17, the Senate Watergate Com- :
“inittee opened its hearings and John
Dean alleged that Mr. Nizon had
some knowledge of the ‘coverup.
‘The committee also heard of efforts
“to involve the CIA in the coverup,
as well as the details of secret cam:
paign funds and “dirty tricks,” and
“of White House' efforts to tise the
“IRS agdinst those om an adminis-
itratign “enemies Ret Al

i “Considering the number of persons

inyolved in this case whose testimony

Tt is essdntial now that ‘we place *, |
our faith in that system—and especial-
ly in the judicial system'... .-

“It is also|essential that we not be
so distracteq by events such as this
that we neglect the vital work before
us, before thiis nation, before America
at a time cio :
America
Nixon in & felevision address, April
30, 1973. i I
later, at the Pentagon
n Los Angeles, Judge
W. Matthew Byme Jr. gave the de- ‘
fense an FBI summary of an inter- | £
view with John D. Ehrlichman. It s
""digclosed .. that Mr, - Nizon  had) ¢
ordered an independent investiga-
tion of defendant Daniel Ellsberg ¢
which led to the burglary of his

definition of that claim has become

" truth. Accordingly, executive privilege
“will not be invoked as to any testimony
"'concerning possible criminal ‘conduct
* or discussions of possible criminal eon-

%Vwﬁ;‘,};mgso:;e ofi;c; t::yu lc;efipgiigel = - 2y i duct, in the matters presently under
pTuimbers s +Byrne - also Slacknotol: 5 / investigation?, including the Watergate |
edged two meetings with Ehrlichman affair and the alleged coverup. I Want

g g “tn smnhasize that this. statement ‘is

(and a handshake with Mr. Nizon)
early in April to discuss his possible
interest in the job'of FBI director.]

“Let me 'say. 1:didnt| get: whers' ' ' ‘limited to my own recollections of what |

. am by ducking tough issues- .. I'm | ‘I said and did relating to security and
teenly aware of the fact that many . to 'the Watergate. 'I have specifically
Americans — everybody in this'room, - avoided any ‘attempt to.explain what

General ‘John' N.' Mitchell and for- .

!central to the effort 'to arrive at the .

might be subject to'a claim*of execu- |
tive privilege, I recognize that a'clear |

‘or example — are concerned about other parties may have said and dme?‘f

the developments thiat we've been r Myti"wn iil_lgr.ma_tiﬁn'ion 't%"’?:‘tﬁ ‘other
: : : matters is fragmentary, and to some |

reading about and hearing about in extent contradictory. Additional infor-

recent weeks and recent months.. . ..

I will ‘gimply say to-you tonight that mation may be forthcoming of which

I am unaware.”—>Statement, May 22,

this nation — Republicans, Democrats, 1973

Independents, all Americans — can ! o £ i Ty A A

have confidence in the fact that the \_Hn-that same May 22 speech, Mr.
Attorney General, Elliot Richardson, . Nizon confirmed that he had ap-

. 'proved a plan for domestic infelli-
: ‘gence  gathering—which included
breaking and entering—during the

and special prosecutor that he ‘will ..
appoint in this case will hayve the total |+
cooperation of the executive “branch

of this government , .. | ‘ AN !
when, FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover

“T also want to add a word with re- 5 3 :
gard to what all this is going to mean - objected. Mr. Nizon also. discussed

to the next three-and-a-half and a bit the creation of the “plumbers”
more years that we have in office as - unit and his fear that Watergate

result of the 'election' last' E probes’ might unravel CIA ‘opera-.
of the election' last' Noyem Il ¥ R ol Tl he.

. I can assure that we will get to __ ! | :
e\bottom of this very deplorable x‘l‘;e"l%@?a m?“gmgﬁgxg-ﬂ

o e G L e Alezander P. Butterfield revealed
e S pot 2oing to Biow:thid dbplors that. Mr. Nigon had been sectetly

spring” of 1970, Tt awas twithdrdum =



" recording Gl COMVETSGRONS In. Ms
' “White ' House -office since’ Learly
41971, " When Special ~ Prosecqtor; ki
‘“Archiba!d Coz and the Watefgﬂte__ ]
- Comittee both asked for some of '
|\ the tapes, the. White House r!fused, S |
. claiming, among other tﬁmga am-_
L ecutive privilege.] | . G
' “There are these and other great 1s-
sues that we were elected overwhelm-
; ingly to carry ‘forward in November
1972 And what we were elected fo do,
" we are going to dojand let others wal-
low in Watergate, we are going to”do
| our job."—Speech to the .White House_
. staff, -July 20, 1873. " U il ")
[On Aug. 8 Vice Premdent Ag'new
" was reported under federal investi- .
gabion on charges of bribery, extor-
“tion and tax fraud _in_connection

nine. recordmgs- did “not.
“As a result of the deplor&b‘le 'Wate'

" with state building contracts yin. :

* ‘Maryland. The same day, the gov-: ) gate matter, great numbérs of Ameri-

" 'erment reported spending $4,000,000 ' cans have had doubts talsed as to the

for improvements, all in the name integrity of the! President of the Unit.

" of “security,” at Mr, Nizow’s Fionda ed States, T've ‘even noted that some
L and California lomes.] ! publications have called on me to:re:

- “The point that I make now is. that  sign the office of President’of the

, are proceeding as best we know United States. Tonight I would like to

give my answer to those who have sug-

to get all those gullty broug‘ht to
in Watergate, But now we must  gested that I resian- 1 have 1o inten

from Watergate to th,e busi-

move -
ness of people, -and the business
of the peo is in continuing with |

initiatives we| began in the first ‘ad- [atigis

| ministration."yPress conference, ﬁug
" 22, 1 2 i i - F i AviEn. AU i -
TA - wee , Judge " Sirica Bk . of criti-
T. Nizon to turn over to - J cal conversation between the Presi-
the court—for . his private inspec- dent and  H. - R. Haldeman wdl :
. ‘tion—nine, tape recordings of presi- | blank. Presidential secretary ‘Rose
|.# Mary kWobds “testified  that) sha

. dential conversations. The.. White .
..'House appealed and on Oct. 12, the | '“ might have caused five minutes of ;
. Court of Apveals upheld Szﬁcas - the gap.. A"group of experts, ex-

" order. Mednwhile, on Septi 5, Ehr-| MM:I the tn{a ‘and_ subsequently
£ hch'man Egil Krogh David - Younga “ reported that the 18%-minute
‘ 2] erasure could not have happened

- the ‘way Miss Woods said’ it did.

- The' FBI"was "called in to investi-

gate ‘end ' the ‘matter wds - mma

—~

- _ i ﬂ?m‘tothe mnmi\wm
] --»*Hiﬁ m’ M 4 ,':
3 -,—- '-‘

Pdd nimal. 1 "‘%‘—!Ib‘za.ﬁ
| R T wﬁ?ﬁ;
F i dential Meﬂ»’m that he peid no .
© state tgr. The House J ary
e . Committee set April as‘a target for"‘

greatest reluct.ance. only to_bring the . completion of its impeachment ‘in-

issue of Watergate tapes to an end and t;("and on Jan, 24 Egil Krogh,
assure full attention to meré preds : of the “plumbers” was, |
usiness affecting the very sécurity teﬂcedtdmnwnthcinmu ot el
of th& nation.”—Statement. on Ok, ~ Elisberg mchiﬂﬂat mw '
Qak_19, Mr. Nizon Gdeided ] 4“1 believe the time has comé to bring
: f 49meE that mvestignﬁon and  the other in-
vestigations on this matter fa in end.
by nﬁwﬂa{_ conpersations. Hé of- One year of Watergate is eriough. And
ved Cox & “compromise” whick ~ the time has come ., . for all of us to
Cor refused; whereupon. he ordéred | “join together in devoting our full erier-
first Attorney Géneral chhm*déon ‘ 5‘8183 to these ‘great ‘issues I' have dis-
~cussed tonight ,’ ’.,."-State, of tﬁc Un.

, Jan. 30, 1674,

L Stephen 5. Rosen]dd’a cqumﬁ 4
will appear on Sunday. *a




