) tean in tems of Votes. This is
- alea’ Bepub].wan ﬁiatmt ‘which
"two years: age went;&s pet
‘' cent ‘Republican 'and  which
" has elqcted a Repubhcnn Con-
."'.gremn ever  since - 1934
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aterga had an effect on
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campaign in | e © |.And so an: obséure ‘race for
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shout 6 per . cent behind. i national’ prominegéemSo did
crati t bert . two candidates who after next
i i 2 ; * . Tuesday's elections may never
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de:t':ruv;htmna?ﬁbﬁeur 3 - hit_ the' headlines 'again. For
called the m\rita" on “an -im: -, Mr. Nixon it was a gamble, in
: ¢ 'which he had .something to
| gain and little to-lose.A Har-
“:ris " Poll this! week showing
‘that President Nixon's recent,
’ ¥ ; "-"-publjc appearanees;i ‘had im-
; d his ‘popularity rating
i 8 ‘visit on don‘t know what ’the conse- | PLOYE
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It. Was pa:tt of ldent Nix-
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tion in Michigan, " il
' He rushed to, suppurt James
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may also have encouraged the |

President to make another ap-
pearance. His hope, of course,
is that the more he can prove
that he is mnot politically!
played out, the greater the
hesitation in the House of
Representatives to - unpeach
him. 1

It was not surprising, there—
fore, that Mr. Nixon threw|
hlmself into this by-election as ||
if he were ecampaigning for
himself. He talked about pros-
perity without inflation;- and
of having just returned from
meeting—he did not ‘mention
Pompidou's funeral—with 35
world leaders in Paris who, he
stressed, continued to respect
the U.S.

And if he didn’t boost the
morale of Sparling, who
seemed to have some last min-
ute doubts as to the wisdom of
his having invited Mr. Nixon,
it must have been a psycholog—'
ical boest to the President’s
morale. Even though he cam-
paigned only in ‘rural - areas
which are assumead to be heav-
ily ‘Republican, znd avoided
the two main tities, Bay City
and Sagamore, where the|
Democrats have their
strength, he could take a lot of
comfort from the enthus’ast'c
welcome he got. The croWds
were in the thousands and
among the plethora of home-
made posters only very few
were hostile. What greater
compliment could he have ex-
pected than the one on a farm-
er's truck: “You are as wel-
come as the sun and rain”
‘What comfort it must be com-
ing from Washington to read:
“Nixon'is still our man!” Few
call for impeachment and only
one asked: “We pay taxes, why
don’t you?” One sounded

ambwa]ent "Try hi.m and
{you'll like him.”

But wherever 1 asked people
in the crowd for their reaction
to the President’s visit, the
replies reflected the patri.otm
and respectful feeling 'Ameri-
cans continue to have for their
president.

A, frequent. comment was:
[“It is an honor for us that the
President came.” And when
questioned . about Watergaie,
in several instan"es the an-
SWer was: “It is not for us
here to'judge him.” =~

Despite the heavy coverage
of the Watergate scandals by
the news media, there is still a
sense of remoteness in the
small towns from that prob-
lem. The prosecution of
Watergate is a powerful mo-
rality drama staged in {far
away Washington. It has.sent
out its shockwaves arc und the
country, but many talk. as if
they don't want to be upset hy
it or do not want to see the
country upset by'it. The Presi-
dent’s credibility has snffe;-ed
badly but the traditional in- |
grained doubts . about Wash-
ington, if anythmg, .have -also
deepened.

Robert Traxler, the Demo—
cratic candidate, says tnat he
has not been using the Water-
gate issue in his campaign. “It
is in the conscience of people
and they know as much about
it as I do. I can't contribute
anything to the knowledge of
the :ndividual vorer. T {alk
about the issues thai affect
the people direetly, the high
cost of living, unemployment,
health care, the protfiteering
of the multi.national compa-
nies and so on.” i

~ It is because of - thesé"issues, ‘
Traxler says, that this contest
for a single congressional seat
is “national in scope.”




