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W

ash
in

g
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n
 P

o
st S

taff W
riter 

L
au

g
h
ter, b

o
rn

 In
 ch

u
ck

-
les in

 th
ree o

r fo
u

r sp
o

ts in
 

th
e
 sm

a
ll m

o
v

ie
 th

e
a
te

r, 
ro

lled
 at th

e scrreen
 in

 th
e 

B
io

g
rap

h
 o

n
 W

ed
n

esd
ay

 
n
ig

h
t e

v
e
n
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 

sp
eech

 started
. S

en
. R

ich
-

ard M
. N

ixon's 1952 televi-
sio

n
 ad

d
ress to

 th
e n

atio
n
, 

his side of the furor over an 
$18,000 expense fund during 
th

e p
resid

en
tial cam

p
aig

n
, 

is p
art o

f th
e cu

rren
t b

ill at 
the B

iograph. 
T

h
e film

, a little o
v

er 3
0

 
m

inutes long, is show
n tw

ice 
a night, right after "A

m
os'N

' 
A

ndy" and just before "T
he 

M
ickey M

ouse C
lub". 

N
early all of the 280 seats 

w
ere taken. 
M

a
n
y
 o

f th
e
 v

ie
w

e
rs  

w
asn

't th
e o

n
ly

 reaso
n

 th
ey

 
cam

e to
 see th

e sh
o
w

 al-
though som

e of the m
ostly-

y
o
u
n

g
 au

d
ien

ce said
 th

ey
'd

 
h

eard
 ab

o
u

t th
e sp

eech
 an

d
 

w
anted to see it first-hand. 
"I n

ev
er u

n
d
ersto

o
d
 w

h
at 

the C
heckers speech w

as re-
a
lly

 a
b

o
u

t a
n

d
 sin

c
e
 th

e
 

W
atergate I've been hearing 

lots of references to it," one 
w

o
m

an
 said

. "B
u
t n

o
 o

n
e 

ev
er say

s w
h
at really

 h
ap

-
pened." 

T
h

e sp
eech

 is k
n

o
w

n
 as 

th
e C

h
eck

ers sp
eech

 b
e-

c
a
u

se
 o

f th
e
 r e

 f e
re

n
c
e
 

N
ixon m

ade to a dog by that 
n

am
e. T

h
e co

ck
er sp

an
iel 

w
as a gift from

 a T
exas m

an 
to

 M
r. N

ix
o

n
 after h

is su
c-

c
e
ssfu

l b
id

 fo
r th

e
 v

ic
e
 

presidential nom
ination. H

e  

p
led

g
ed

 d
u
rin

g
 th

e sp
eech

 
to keep the dog.. 

M
r. N

ix
o

n
 w

as a sen
ato

r 
th

en
, th

e G
O

P
 v

ice p
resi-

d
en

tial n
o
m

in
ee in

 w
h
at a • 

w
ire

 se
rv

ic
e
 d

isp
a
tc

h
 la

-
beled a "fight for his politi-
cal life" in

 th
e w

ak
e o

f d
is-

clo
su

res o
f an

 $
1
8
,0

0
0
 ex

-
p
en

se fu
n
d
 an

d
 cam

p
aig

n
 

fund abuse allegations. 
H

e w
as G

en
. D

w
ig

h
t D

. 
E

isen
h

o
w

er's ru
n

n
in

g
 m

ate 
an

d
, fo

llo
w

in
g

 th
e d

isclo
-

sures, there w
as speculation 

b
e w

o
u

ld
 b

e d
ro

p
p

ed
 fro

m
 

the ticket. 
It w

as ag
reed

 th
at th

e fu
-

ture of the N
ixon candidacy 

w
ould be decided by public 

response to the address. T
he 

resp
o
n
se w

as o
v
erw

h
elm

- 

in
g
ly

 fav
o
rab

ly
 an

d
 N

ix
o
n
 

stayed on the ticket. 
T

h
e lau

g
h

ter d
ied

 fo
r a 

second at the opening lines 
of the speech, but picked up 
ag

ain
 w

h
en

 M
r. N

ix
o

n
 d

e-
scribed him

self -as a "m
an

 
w

hose honesty and integrity 
have been questiO

ned." 
A

nd again a few
 sentences 

la
te

r w
 h

 e
n
' h

e
 s

a
id

, 
.
 an

d
 I w

an
t to

 m
ak

e 
th

is p
articu

larly
 clear . . ." 

A
n

d
 ag

ain
 at th

e phrase, 
". . . I h

av
e n

o
t en

g
ag

ed
 in

 
any legal practIce."..(dle w

as 
referring to the fact that he 
stopped practicing law

 after 
his election to C

ongress.) 
A

n
d

 it ro
se

 to
 g

re
a
te

r 
h

eig
h

ts w
h

en
 h

e said
, "I 

k
n

o
w

 th
at th

is is n
o

t th
e  

last o
f th

e sm
ears ag

ain
st 

m
e." 

1
  - 

"A
nybody w

ho enters no-
litics leaves him

self open T
o 

stuff like that," M
ike R

esch, 
w

h
o
 w

as ru
n
n
in

g
 th

e th
ea-

ter last night, said. 
H

e explained that the film
 

is show
n about three tim

es a 
y
ear at th

e B
io

g
rap

h
 an

d
 

"once in a w
hile" at the C

ir-
cle T

h
eater a few

 b
lo

ck
s 

aw
ay on P

ennsylvania A
ve-

nue. 
T

he last tim
e the film

 w
as 

show
n, he said

, th
e ru

n
 b

e-
g

an
 A

p
ril 2

8
, th

e n
ig

h
t 

of 
th

e first N
ix

o
n

 ad
d

ress o
n

 
the W

atergate scandal. "W
e 

h
ad

 a co
u

p
le o

f calls th
at 

n
ig

h
t co

m
m

en
d
in

g
 u

s o
n
 

our selection," R
esch said. 


