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R
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presidential cam
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a
k
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l C
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ood

 to exp
lain

. 
O

ut of it cam
e the "C

heck: 
ers speech," an em

otional -
som

e called it outrageously 
corny —

 highly effective ap-
peal for public support. 

A
nd no one —

 not h
is w

ife; 
h

is closest aid
es, h

is televi-
sion producer —

 knew
 in ad-

vance precisely w
hat he w

as 
going to say. 

S
in

ce th
en

, th
e C

h
eck

ers 
sp

eech
 h

as b
een

 a b
en

ch
-

m
ark in the N

ixon political  

career, on
e of h

is fam
ou

s 
"

six crises,"
 a k

ey even
t in

,  
political history. 

L
ast night, m

ore than tw
o 

d
ecad

es later, 
M

r. N
ixon

. 
again

 tu
rn

ed
 to th

e p
u

b
lic 

via television
 to exp

lain
 h

is 
p

osition
 an

d
 ap

p
eal for su

p
-

port in a difficult situation. 
T

h
e C

h
eck

ers sp
eech

 p
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 a gold
m
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e of m

ateri-
al for N

ixon
 satirists —

 
w

an
t to m

ake-  this particu-
larly clear"

 cam
e from

 th
e 
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eech

, in
 ad

d
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ces to h
is w
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re-
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le R

ep
u

b
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 an

d
 of cou
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b
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d
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e R
ep

u
b

lican
 

tick
et w

ith
 G

en
eral E

isen
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ow

er. A
n

d
 it saved

 h
is p

o-
litical life. H

e said
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g th
e p
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em
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L

ooking back on it, he said 
"you• h

ave 
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aign
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T
h

at's fair gam
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'Checkers' 
approving. me as a (vice 
presidential) candidate." 

When it was disclosed pub-
licly he had been the benefi-
ciary of an $18,000 fund to 
help him meet his political 
expenses, the furor grew to 
the point where it became 
touch-and-go whether h e 
could ride it out. 

Republicans put up enough 
money to put him on televi-
sion for a half-hour, got him 
a massive nationwide hook-
up, pre-empted the "I Love 
Lucy" show and, let him 
take his best shot. 

Mr. Nixon refused to re-
hearse, or even talk to the 
program director. A sales-
man Mr. Nixon's size was 
hired as a stand-in for re-
hearsal a n d cameramen  

were ordered to keep the 
lens on the candidate re-
gardless what he did. (In the 
telecast, he finished by sit-
ting on the corner of a 
desk.) 

Mr. Nixon said he got the 
idea of using the cloth coat 
reference, the Checkers ref-
erence and the use of a Lin-
coln quote — "The Lord 
must have loved common 
people because he made so 
many of them" — while 
flying here from Portland 
for the telecast. 

• The speech, scribbled by 
Mr. Nixon on a legal yellow 
tablet, ran long. As time 
was running out, he had just 
begun to exhort his friends 
to write or wire the Republi-
can National Committee to • 

keep him on the ticket. 
He was still talking when 

his time ran out and he was 
cut off the air. 

"I loused it up and I'm 
sorry," he told his television 
aide. 

He gathered his notes, and 
then threw them on the 
floor. When a friend praised 
him, he said "No, it was a 
flop. I couldn't get off in 
time." When he reached his 
dressing room, according to 
aides, he let loose the tears 
he .had been holding back. 

Within 48 hours, in an 
emotional scene in Wheel-
ing, W. Va., General Eisen-
hower was throwing his arm 
around his shoulder and say-
ing, "Dick, you're my boy." 

L.A. Times Service 


