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Camp David Ringed 
By Bristling Defense 

By Lou Cannon 
Washinsisn Post Staff Writer 

No signs point the way to 
Camp David. 

The -road winds narrowly 
from the village of Thur-
mont up the mountainside 
past a fishing lake and hik-
ing trail, past Camp Misty 
Mount and Hog Rock. Half-
way up, a Marine command 
post rises incongruously 
from a stand of chestnut 
oak and hickory trees. 

The security which of ne-
cessity, follows President 
Nixon everywhere is silent 
and well concealed at the 

":a 

	

	White House. At the presi- 
dential retreat at Camp 
David in Maryland's Catoc- 

s 

	

	tin Mountains, it is stark 
and obtrusive. 

-; Two rows of seven-foot-
high electrically charged 
chain-link fence surround 
the 134 acres. On top of 
each runs a deadly looking 
roll of special concertina 
wire which one of the Ma-
rine guards said is "like a 
coiled razorblade." Between 
the fences there is a sepa-
rate wire hooked to a sensor 
device. 

Marines, sometimes ac-
companied by attack dogs, 
patrol the camp perimeter. 

A Mlle Away 
More than a mile from 

this bristling defense line, 

in the southeast corner of 
the camp, the President 
works on speeches and ap-
pointments for his second 
term in a comfortable lodge 
commanding a view both of 
the mountain and the valley. 
The living room of the lodge 
is paneled in red oak and 
has high beam ceilings and 
each of the four over-sized 
bedrooms has oak paneling 
and a private bath. 

President Nixon, in a 

• 

brief speech from tne camp 
on Nov. 27, said that work-
ing at Camp David gave him 
a better sense of perspective 
than the Oval Office in the 
White House. 

"I find that up here on 
top of a mountain it is eas-
ier for me to get on top of 
the job, to think in a more 
certainly relaxed way at 
times—although the work 
has been very intensive in 
these past few weeks as it 
was before the other great 
decisions that have been 
made here—but also in a 
way in which one if not in-
terrupted either physically 
or personally or in any 
other way, can think objec-
tively with perception about 
the problems that he has to 
make decisions on," Mr. 
Nixon said. 

The President's extensive 
use of the camp as a substi-
tute White House is some-
what of a departure from 
the practice of other presi-
dents, beginning with 
Franklin Roosevelt. 

The camp was carved out 
of 6,000 acres of state and 
national parkland and built 
by. Works Progress Admin- 
istration labor during the 
Roosevelt era. Mr. Roose- 
velt, a former Secretary of 
the Navy, staffed the camp 
with Navy personnel and 
used the retreat for enter-
taining foreign notables. 
Winston Churchill and An-
thony Eden were guest on 

several occasions. 
Mr. Roosevelt named the 

camp "Shangri-la" after a 
mythical mountain top in 
the novel "Lost Horizon.'• 
When Dwight Eisenhower 
became President, he re-
named, it Camp David in 
honor of his grandson. 

In 1959, .President Eisen-
hower met there with Soviet 
Premier Nikita Khrusliches 
and a new phrase entered 
the language--"the spirit of 
Camp David"--to denote a 

peaceful interlude in rela-
tions between the United 
States and the Soviet Union. 
Reporters and photogra-
phers were admitted on that 
occasion for a rare glimpse 
of the presidential lodge. 

The mementoes of past 
Presidents — including Mr. 
Eisenhower's one-tee golf 
green and the ring for Caro-
line Kennedy's ponies -
adorn the camp. It was an 
occasional hiding place of 
every President except 
Harry Truman, who prefer-
red vacationing in Key West 
and allowed his aides to use 
the camp. During the Roose-
velt and Truman administra-
tions the camp was a 90-min-
ute drive from the White 
House and relatively incon-
venient. 

Mr. Eisenhower made the 
renamed retreat famous but 
used it far less than does 
Mr. Nixon, The single tee 
was insufficient for Mr. Ei-
senhower, who preferred a 
full round of golf on his 
days off. 

Presidents Kennedy and 
Johnson used the camp oc-
casionally, but it was never 
a center of administration 
activity. 

The camp became a se-
cure honeymoon retreat in 
June 1971 for Edward and 
TriCia COX. The Coxes tried 
to keep their whereabouts a 
total secret but were inad-
vertently foiled by Presi-
dent Nixon; who remarked 
on their wedding day, "I'll 
have to restrict my move-
ments." 

Because of his constant 
desire for privacy and his 
fondness fOr uninterrupted 
work, Mr. Nixon uses the 
camp far more than any 
past President. The camp, 
which is long on solitude 



and short on sunstine oe-
cause of the dense woods, is 
less popular with staff mem- ,)J 
hers used to better quarters 
and outside access in Wash-
ington. It is even less poput; 
lar with reporters who cover., 
the White House. 

At Camp David, the re-' 
porters are jammed into a 
10-foot by 50-foot white; 
trailer where they share 10 
telephones inside and. an-
other 10 outside covered by 
plastic sheeting. Briefings 
take place in the helicopter 
hangar. 

The press trailer replaced 
a duckblind where reporters 

used to watch the President 
land. The duckblind is now 
off limits, and the coming 
and going of presidential 
guests proceeds unobserved. 

In recent days few report-
ers have bothered to make 
the trip from Washington. 
The briefings from Thur-
mont are piped into the 
White House press room. 

Despite the armed-camp 
appearance at the main 
gate, Camp David is pleas- 
antly rustle in the lodge 
area and well-appointed for 
a mountain retreat. Its com- 
forts include a heated pool, 
a large separate dining 
lodge, snowmobiles and a 
modern movie projector.- 
The Nixon family makes 
scant use of the private 
White House movie theater 
but in one weekend in 1969 
watched seven films at 
Camp David. 

Unlike the .White House, 
the camp is completely off 
limits to the public and 
presidential press secretary 
Ronald Ziegler has repeat-
edly declined reporters' re-
quests for a "75-cent tour." 

When United Press Inter-
national reporter Helen 
Thomas went to Camp 
David for an exclusive inter- -
view with Julie Nixon Eisen-
hower in 1969, Mrs. Eisen-' 
hower insisted on meeting 
her at a ranger station three 
miles from the camp. 

The principal charm of 
the place for Mr. Nixon, Zie- 

gler has told reporters, is its 
privacy and the President 
intends to keep it that way. 

Marine and Navy person-
nel stationed at the camp 
have mixed feelings about 
their duties. It is a pleasant 
enough in the summer—two 
young Marines narrowly es-
caped`' court-martial in the 
summer of 1970 for sneaking 
a swim in the President's 
pool—but one Marine said it 
is "bad duty on bad days in 
the winter." 

The' servicemen are com-
fortably housed, however, in 
separate rooms among the 
10 cabins which surround 
the two large lodges at the 
camp. 

The President's living 
name given it by Mr. Eisen-
is called "Aspen" the 
hower. President Roosevelt, 
who selected the site for the 
lodge and prepared the 
sketch for the building plan  

of it, called it "Bear's Den." 
The dining lodge is called 
"Laurel" and all of the cab-
ins are also named for trees. 

Food at Camp David was 
described as "better than at 
the White House" hy one 
staff aide who has eaten at 
both places. The Nixons 
thought enough of the camp 
food to give their chef 
Thanksgiving off and enjoy 
a turkey dinner prepared by 
naval stewards. 

Until the Nixon era, the 
camp was almost entirely a 
meeting place for notables 
and a place to relax. Presi-
dents Roosevelt and John-
son fished for recently 
stocked trout in nearby 
Owens Cree k. President 
Johnson sometimes gave big 
parties there. 

But for Richard Nixon, 
Camp David is a place to 
work and a place he finds 
congenial to his own pat- 

terns of working. As the 
President put it in his Camp 
David speech of Nov. 27: 

"I developed that pattern 

early in the administration 
and am going to follow it 

.even more during the next 
four years." 
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LIFE EDITORIALS 

Nixon's fresh start 

President Nixon iv surety right in reading the 
election returns as a demand from the voters 

for "change that works." In pursuing this goal, 
the President must decide precisely what changes 
he himself believes in: he must reach agreement 
with the Democratic-controlled Congrest ; and he 
must make the executive branch responsive to 
policy changes once they have been adopted. 

At present, Nixon seems to he concentrating 
on the last of these, which may went like trying 
to put on the roof before the foundation is 
but nevertheless makes a kind of sense. The ?MS-
Went cannot develop policy in a sanctum. He 
needs knowledge of what is going on in the de-
partments and agencies end awareness of the ere-
Rove ideas that are percolating in society atlarge. 
During the pant four years, Nixon has been get-
ting too little of each. 

This lack of communication is sometimes 
Named on the "iron curtain" erected around the 
President by the White House sisal. Nixon has in-
deed been tit served by assistants who have seemed 
to regard it as their highest duty to sec to it that 
he is not bothered. There is a good deal in Amer-
ica to be bothered about. 

Every White H1)1194 Ma. however, is the nat-
ural enemy of the departmental burencranea 
—seen away as the unsympathelictilter between 
the departments and the President_ If a President 
relies too much on his staff. he is bound to be-
come more or less isolated—a complaint made 
against 1.-B.J, and Ike as well as Nixon. 

A sum-staffer for domestic affairs—a sort of 
"domestic Kissinger--is not the answer. Do-
Meade problems are too complex and vatted 
—and too "popular"—to be dealt with through 
concentrated attacks on a few critical difficulties, 
as Kissinger has done in foreign affairs. 

There really can be no substitute, in domestic 
matters at least. for an effective body of line of-
ficers heading the federal departments and agen-
cies. Understanding this, Nixon planned at the 
beginning of his firs term to govern largely 
through his cabinet. He wisely avoided the prac-
tice, initiated by Eisenhower and followed to a 
great extent by Kennedy and Johnson. of head-
'against departments with monad tan! Establish-
merit types. These men, worthy ten they were in 
their own acids, often did badly at dealing with 
the political iistrieacms of Washington. 

Nixon's first cabinet WAS made up mainly of ex-
periencasd politicians and former government of-
ficials. Some like Melvin Laird at the Pentagon, 
did well. But several of the former state officinls 
and campaign lieutenants in the Nikon cabinet 
proved even leas capable than the Establishment 
luminaries had been at coping with the federal he- 

rcaucracy. Almost of necessity, the President fell 
beck on his immediate staff 

Now he seems  to be assembling a measurably 
stranger cabinet than the one he started with. The 
appointments of Elliot Richardson at Defense 
and Caspar Weinberger at Health, Education and 
Welfare arc promising. In his second term, Nix. 
on should be able to go back to his original in-
tention of dealing with the departments directly 
through their appointed chiefs. This, in turn. 
should make possible the deep cut in the White 
House staff he has promised—and along the way 
the purging of those unscrupulous operators 
whose dimwitted "dirty tricks" besmirched his 
recent campaign. 

Structural improvement alone wdl not gener-
ate more imaginative policies, nor win their ap-
proval by Congress. if the President is to bring 
about the domestic progress he correctly perceives 
the voters have asked for, he will have to dig deep 
into his own intellectual and spiritual resources, 
and mobilize all the political skills for which he 
in justly renowned. 

Fixing the property tax 

The property tax apparently is not NO unpop-
ular as many politicians and commentators 

have been assuming. In lust month's elections, 
voters in California, Michigan, Colorado and Or-
egon all tsjected by large majorities proposals to 
abolish or limit the TiToperty tax as a source of 
funds for schools or other loan government pur-
poses. The voters had the good sense to realize 
that revenues not collected from the property tax 
would have to be made up from other sources 
—a point that rntithaigners against the property 
tax do not always stress. 

No matter how strong/a,  the voters prefer it to 
increased sales or income la2PS, however, the lo- 

ant property tax may soon pass out of existence. 
It has been declared unconstitutional as a means 
for raising school revenues by courts in aeveral 
suites. One of these tames is now before the U.S. 
Supreme Court, with a decision expected by ear-
ly spring. 

There are actually three separate grievances 
against the property tax: 

First, it is not keyed to current income and can 
weigh heavily on low-income people who have 
put most of their savings into home ownership. 
But the total effect of all our various American 
tax systems is no strongly "progressive" that it is 
not a bad thing to have at least a few elements 
geared more to property than to income. The par-
ticular burden that the tax places on the poor 
and the elderly can be mitigated by a system of ex-
emptions, as is already done in several states. 
s Second, the property tax is subject to historic 
abuses, favoritism and corruption. This can be 
dealt with through such reforms as replacing po-
litical and pan-time assessors with professionally 
trathed civil sermata, 
s Finally, there is ton issue of financial inequal-
ity among a suite's school districts, which is what 
$ now chiefly bothering the courts. If the Supreme 

Court rules that such inequality is unconstitution-
al, the principle could logically he emended to 
cover other local government services, such as po-
lice protection, street maintenance and sanitation. 
The ultimate conclusion could be the end of fman-
eialty -independent local govcrnaierTrailh7e 

We suspect that some of the voters who elect-
ed to keep the property tax had this outcome 
at least vaguely in the batik of their minds. 
Most Americans, it is becoming increasingly ap-
parent, do not wont a system in which all local, 
units of government are required to be absolutely 
eqUal. 

Up to a point, we think this voter sentiment is 
healthy. Local effort should be encouraged and 
rewarded. Equalization of all local government 
expenditures would fail to take account of the 
varying nature of local problems. 

What is objectionable is the kind of inequality 
in which some districts are forced to tax exor-
bitantly but still cannot provide adequate ser-
vices. To meet this problem. the federal and state 
governments should increase their contributions 
to haml government costs. In addition, la.x-shar-
Mg compacts should he worked out, as has been 
done among communities in the Minneapolis-St. 
Paul area, to distribute some of the property tax-
es collected in particularly wealthy districts over 
the entire atria 

If these needed reforms are accomplished. the 
property tax should play an important part in pre-
serving and improving our system of active and 
responsive local government. 

"Now that I've cut down the White House staff ..." 
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Richard Nixon may be growing fond-
er of the presidential retreat at Camp 
David, but the White House press 
corps isn't. Not only are reporters 
kept out of the camp itself (they are 
allowed brief glimpses inside from 
one designated spot on the perim-
eter). but the facilities are minimal. 
Last week, when the President was 
making a lot of news by announcing 
cabinet shifts, the ten telephones In-
side the small press trailer were not 
enough. In a steady rain, reporters 
had to use phones set up on picnic 
tables outside. huddling under 
sheets of plastic, Press Secretary 
Ron Ziegler showed up (above. with 
the press trailer in the background) 
to inspect the correspondents, 
but he didn't invite anyone inside. 


