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T
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ow
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e N

am
e of S
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om
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T
h
e cu

rren
t issu

e o
f F

irst M
o
n
d
ay

, th
e o

ffical o
rg

an
 

of the R
epublican N

ational C
om

m
ittee, has an interest-

in
g

 article ab
o

u
t scan

d
als in

 th
e m

o
rib

u
n

d
 O

ffice o
f 

E
co

n
o
m

ic O
p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

. T
h
ere's n

o
 m

en
tio

n
 o

f W
ater-

gate but then .a R
epublican can't open his m

outh or put 
p

en
 to

 p
ap

er th
ese d

ay
s w

ith
o

u
t an

 in
ad

v
ertan

t p
lu

n
g

e 
into irony. 

In th
e lig

h
t o

f w
h
at's b

een
 g

o
in

g
 o

n
, th

e m
ag

azin
e's 

read
ers m

ay
 h

av
e sh

ak
en

 th
eir h

ead
s u

p
o
n
 seein

g
 th

is 
q
u
o
te cu

lled
 fro

m
 th

e w
ritin

g
s o

f th
e lib

eral W
alter 

L
ippm

ann: "O
nly the P

resident, because he is the C
hief 

E
x

ecu
tiv

e, is in
 a p

o
sitio

n
 to

 k
n

o
w

 all th
e facts. O

n
ly

 
th

e P
resid

en
t an

d
 h

is ad
v

isers are in
 a p

o
sitio

n
 to

 
w

eig
h

t all th
e facts. T

h
erefo

re, th
e P

resid
en

t alo
n

e 
can

 lead
 th

e co
u
n
try

." 
T

h
is citatio

n
 is p

u
b

lish
ed

 as a g
ib

e at th
o

se lib
erals 

P
oster 

w
h
o
 are n

o
w

 cry
in

g
 to

 th
e sk

ies th
at th

e p
resid

en
cy

 
h
as acq

u
ired

 so
 m

u
ch

 p
o
w

er it th
reaten

s n
atio

n
al se-

cu
rity

. T
h

e p
o

in
t th

ey
're m

ak
in

g
 is th

at lib
erals b

itch
 

ab
o
u
t a stro

n
g
 p

resid
en

cy
 w

h
en

 th
ey

're o
u
t o

f p
o
w

er 
an

d
 v

au
n
t th

e id
ea w

h
en

 th
eir m

an
 is in

 
T

h
ey

 n
ail th

e id
ea h

o
m

e w
ith

 a tellin
g
 1

9
6
1
 q

u
o
te 

fro
m

 S
en

. J. W
illiam

 F
u

lb
rig

h
t, a m

an
 w

h
o

 h
as n

o
w

 
co

m
e to

 h
o
ld

 an
 alm

o
st d

iam
etrically

 o
p
p
o
site o

p
in

io
n
 

to
 th

e o
n

e h
e h

ad
 in

 th
e early

 d
ay

s o
f th

e K
en

n
ed

y
 

adm
inistration. 

"T
h
e P

resid
en

t is h
o
b
b
led

 in
 h

is task
 o

f lead
in

g
 th

e 
A

m
erican people to consensus and concerted action by 

th
e restrictio

n
s o

f p
o

w
er im

p
o

sed
 u

p
o

n
 h

im
 b

y
 a co

n
-

stitu
tio

n
al sy

stem
 d

esig
n

ed
 fo

r 1
8

-cen
tu

ry
 ag

rarian
 

so
ciety

 far rem
o

v
ed

 fro
m

 th
e cen

ters o
f w

o
rld

 p
o

w
er. 

It is im
p
erativ

e th
at w

e b
reak

 o
u
t o

f th
e in

tellectu
al 

co
n

fin
es o

f ch
erish

ed
 an

d
 trad

itio
n

al b
eliefs." 

T
h
ese q

u
o
tes p

u
t N

ix
o
n
's claim

 th
at th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t 
w

as in
 th

e b
u
rg

lary
 b

u
sin

ess u
p
 u

n
til 1

9
6
6
 in

 so
m

e-
th

in
g
 m

o
re th

an
 a self-serv

in
g
 lig

h
t. H

e's tellin
g
 u

s 
th

a
t w

e
 h

a
v

e
 sw

itc
h

e
d

 th
e
 ru

le
s o

n
 h

im
, th

a
t w

e
 

ap
p
ro

v
ed

 o
f alm

o
st an

y
 act, leg

al o
r n

o
t, in

 th
e n

am
e 

o
f n

atio
n
al secu

rity
 u

n
til q

u
ite recen

tly
. H

e can
 p

o
in

t 
to

 F
u
lb

rig
h
t's p

ractically
 say

in
g
 th

at th
e C

o
n
stitu

tio
n
 

is an
 o

b
so

lete im
p
ed

im
en

t to
 th

e P
resid

en
t's d

o
in

g
 h

is 
job. 

R
ich

ard
 N

ix
o
n
's g

o
t m

o
re th

an
 th

at g
o
in

g
 fo

r h
im

. 
W

h
o

 u
ttered

 th
ese co

m
fo

rtin
g

 w
o

rd
s? "I d

o
n

't b
eliev

e 
th

at th
e g

o
v

ern
m

en
t, as a p

o
litical g

ro
u

p
 o

f m
en

, h
as a 

rig
h
t to

 lie, b
u
t w

h
en

 a n
atio

n
's life is at stak

e, th
at 

tak
es p

reced
en

ce o
v

er ev
ery

th
in

g
 . ." It w

asn
't R

o
n

 
Z

ieg
ler, th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se P

in
o
cch

io
, b

u
t A

rth
u
r S

y
l-

v
ester; assistan

ce secretary
 o

f d
efen

se fo
r p

u
b

lic af-
fairs under John F

. K
ennedy. 

W
ith

o
u
t ex

cu
lp

atin
g
 R

ich
ard

 N
ix

o
n
 o

r h
is frien

d
s, 

b
ack

ers an
d
 co

llab
o
rato

rs—
in

d
icted

, u
n
in

d
icted

 o
r 
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C
O
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E
N

T
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, F
R

O
M
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fugitives from
 justice—

it rem
ains that W

atergate w
as 

prepared by the K
ennedy adm

inistration. T
rue, the 

building of the over-pow
erful presidency goes m

uch 
farther back than 1960, but the W

hite H
ouse of pro-

co
n

su
lar p

resid
en

tial assistan
ts, im

b
u

ed
 w

ith
 th

e 
notion of obedience to the boss, not the law

, saw
 its 

first full bloom
 in the K

ennedy years. 
C

am
elot w

as populated by a bunch of cocksure pow
er 

m
echanics w

ho w
ere as proud of being called "tough-

n
o
sed

" as th
e N

ix
o
n
 g

an
g
 is. T

h
eir m

o
tto

 w
as ju

st 
as m

uch "G
et the job done' and don't tell m

e how
" as 

R
ichard N

ixon's H
uns' m

otto is now
. 

Is the W
atergate bugging any m

ore of an affront 
to civil liberties than the M

artin L
uther K

ing bugging? 
T

hat w
as done under John K

ennedy, and ordered by 
his brother, an A

ttorney G
eneral w

ho w
as as savage 

in his ow
n w

ay as John M
itchell w

as in his. C
an the 

K
ennedy use of the F

B
I to intim

idate the U
.S

. S
teel 

C
orp. into a price rollback be defended by anyone 

w
ith a respect for our basic law

s? 
S

uch acts then and now
 are defended in the sam

e 
w

ay. N
ational security, dom

estic security, the national 
interest—

w
e've heard the language before. T

hink of 
th

e ju
stificatio

n
 fo

r th
e larg

e scale su
rv

eillan
ce o

f 
civilians by the m

ilitary under L
yndon Johnson, and 

fairness com
pels you to say that R

ichard N
ixon has 

been expanding on a received definition of the presi-
dency, and not creating a new

 one. 

T
w

o of the outstanding m
en in the N

ixon adm
inis-

tration com
e from

 K
ennedy's, w

here they played far 
sm

aller p
arts. Jo

h
n

 C
o

n
n

ally
 w

as Jo
h

n
 K

en
n

ed
y

's 
S

ecretary of the N
avy, w

hile H
enry K

issinger spent 
tw

o years in a kind of half-life as a K
ennedy foreign 

policy consultant .in a dungeon in the E
xecutive O

ffice 
B

uilding. 
In a fashion, .K

issinger m
ay em

body the sim
ilarities 

and the differences. T
he m

an m
ade his first reputa-

tion in the 1950's as a persistent proponent of the use 
o

f tactical n
u

clear w
eap

o
n

s. T
h

e h
ard

 n
o

se ag
ain

. 
"T

oo G
erm

an, too ponderous and heavyhanded to 
b

e 
p
art o

f C
am

elo
t," as D

av
id

 L
an

d
au

 p
u
ts it in

 h
is 

excellent K
issinger study, this doughy, refugee - B

a-
varian dum

pling, w
as squeezed out of the W

hite H
ouse "  

by special presidential assistant M
cG

eorge B
undy, th

e 
m

an w
ho'd originally brought him

 in from
 H

arvard, 
because he suspected that D

r. K
 w

as trying to end-run 
- him

 around into JF
K

's office. N
ow

 H
enry is as particu-

lar as to w
ho gets in to see the,boss. 

T
he K

raut professor w
hose pants w

ere too baggy 
and face too grave for the K

ennedys is the style star 
'and personality kid of the N

ixon era. B
ut these aren't 

,m
atters of substance; they only confirm

 the suspicion 
that P

at N
ixon puts plastic covers over the chairs in 

the G
reen R

oom
. T

hey also confirm
 that there has been 

a shared basic definition of the A
m

erican presidency 
since 1960 at least, and that it prepared the w

ay for 
W

aterg
ate as m

u
ch

 as an
y

 d
ish

o
n

esty
 n

o
w

 b
ein

g
 

ascribed to its present occupant. 
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