
Senator C
hurch on T

he P
ost's R

eading of the M
cG

overn Speech at O
xford 

A
p
p
aren

tly
, th

e ed
ito

rs o
f th

e P
o
st 

read
 a d

ifferen
t tex

t o
f S

en
ato

r M
c-

G
o
v
ern

i's O
x
fo

rd
 sp

eech
 th

an
 I d

id
. 

F
irst, th

e sen
ato

r d
id

 n
o
t b

lam
e h

is 
d
efeat o

n
 th

e p
ress. W

h
at h

e d
id

 su
g
-

g
est, as th

e P
o
st also

 h
as in

 n
u
m

ero
u
s 

ed
ito

rials, is th
at th

e ad
m

in
istratio

n
.  

h
as ap

p
lied

 m
o
u
n
tin

g
 p

ressu
re,to

 m
ak

e 
th

e m
ed

ia m
o
re am

en
ab

le to
 its v

iew
-

point. H
e cited the national press cover-

ag
e o

f th
e 1

9
7
2
 cam

p
aig

n
 as art ex

-
am

p
le, b

u
t h

e d
id

 n
o
t u

se it to
 ex

cu
se 

h
is o

w
n
 sh

o
w

in
g
 in

 th
e electio

n
. M

o
re-

o
v
e
r, h

e
 sp

e
c
ific

a
lly

 p
a
id

 trib
u
te

 to
 

n
ew

sp
ap

ers lik
e th

e P
o
st—

"b
rav

e re -
p
o
rte

rs, n
e
w

sp
a
p
e
rs, a

n
d
 te

le
v
isio

n
 

c
h
a
n
n
e
ls re

a
d
y
 to

 ta
k
e
 th

e
, h

e
a
t"—

w
h
ich

, y
o
u
r ed

ito
rial rem

in
d
s u

s, p
u
t 

"p
ro

d
ig

io
u
s rep

o
rto

rial effo
rt . . . in

to
 

d
isc

lo
su

re
s c

o
n
c
e
rn

in
g
 c

a
m

p
a
ig

n
 

sp
en

d
in

g
, th

e W
aterg

ate affair, an
d
 th

e 
rest." F

in
ally

, th
at S

en
ato

r M
cG

o
v
ern

 
w

a
s n

o
t d

isc
u
ssin

g
 w

h
y
 h

e
 lo

st th
e
 

p
resid

en
cy

, b
u
t w

h
at is w

ro
n
g
 w

ith
 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se attack

s o
n
 h

e p
ress, is 

clearly
 in

d
icated

 b
y
 th

e fact th
at h

e 
fo

cu
sed

 as m
u
ch

 in
 h

is sp
eech

 o
n
 p

o
st-

electio
n
 as o

n
 p

re-electio
n
 ad

m
in

istra-
tio

n
 attack

s o
n
 th

e m
ed

ia, sp
ecifically

 
th

e recen
t p

ro
p
o
sals' o

f a N
ix

o
n
 aid

e 
to

 restrict telev
isio

n
 n

ew
s. 

S
eco

n
d
, S

en
ato

r M
cG

o
v
ern

 d
id

 n
o
t 

claim
 th

at h
is d

efeat "rep
resen

ts so
m

e 
larg

er d
eclin

e o
f th

e n
atio

n
al sp

irit re-
flected

 in
 th

e d
eclin

e o
f o

u
r in

stitu
-

tio
n
s." H

e d
id

 arg
u
e th

at su
ch

 a d
eclin

e 
h
ad

 o
ccu

rred
 an

d
 th

at it w
as m

an
ifest, 

fo
r ex

am
p
le, in

 co
n
g
ressio

n
al acq

u
is- 

cen
ce to

 th
e V

ietn
am

 w
ar an

d
 p

o
p
u
lar 

d
istru

st o
f p

ro
g
ressiv

e p
ro

g
ram

s. B
u
t 

th
e sen

ato
r said

 v
ery

 little ab
o
u
t th

e 
effect o

f th
is q

n
 h

is cam
p
aig

n
 last y

ear 
an

d
 v

ery
 m

u
ch

 ab
o
u
t h

o
w

 an
d
 w

h
y
 it 

h
ad

 h
ap

p
en

ed
 o

v
er 

a 
lo

n
g
 p

erio
d
 o

f 
y
ears. 
T

h
ird

, th
e sen

ato
r certain

ly
 d

id
 n

o
t 

b
lam

e h
is lo

ss o
n
 th

e lib
erals, w

h
o
 in

 
g
e
n
e
ra

l w
e
re

 a
 m

a
jo

r fa
c
to

r in
 h

is 
w

in
n
in

g
 th

e n
o
m

in
atio

n
. H

e d
id

 arg
u
e 

ag
ain

st th
e p

o
sitio

n
 o

f "so
m

e lib
erals"  

—
"so

-called
 lib

erals"—
w

h
o
 n

o
 lo

n
g
er 

b
eliev

e th
at w

e sh
o
u
ld

 "try
 to

 sav
e o

u
r 

c
itie

s, c
u
re

 th
e
 c

a
u
se

s o
f c

rim
e
, o

r 
e
ra

d
ic

a
te

 p
o
v
e
rty

." In
 c

o
n
te

x
t, it is 

clear th
at h

e is referrin
g
 to

 th
e g

ro
u
p
 

that seem
s to have given up and decided 

th
at n

o
th

in
g
 w

ill w
o
rk

. A
n
d
 h

e n
o
tes, 

q
u
ite accu

rately
, th

at th
is g

ro
u
p
 w

as 
an

y
th

in
g
 b

u
t d

isco
u
rag

ed
 b

y
 h

is d
efeat 

—
w

h
ich

 is far fro
m

 say
in

g
 th

at th
ey

 
caused it. 

F
ourth, the senator's speech seem

s to 

„i13 
e 

"Senator M
cG

overn chose 
to speak ou

t—
n

ot abou
t 

w
h

y h
e lost—

bu
t abou

t 
h

ow
 w

e m
igh

t sh
ape ou

r 
in

stitu
tion

s to serve th
e 

A
m

erican ideals of 
in

dividu
al liberty and 

shared institutional pow
er." 

m
e, n

o
t an

 ex
p
ressio

n
 o

f fru
stratio

n
 in

 
th

e face o
f th

e electio
n
 resu

lts, b
u
t an

 
ex

p
ressio

n
 o

f co
n
cern

 fo
r th

e co
u
n
try

's 
fu

tu
re in

 th
e face o

f ev
er g

ro
w

in
g
 ex

-
ecutive pow

er and constantly dw
indling 

ch
eck

s o
n
 th

at p
o
w

er. A
lread

y
 th

is is 
an

 im
p
o
rtan

t an
d
 p

erh
ap

s th
e m

ajo
r 

issu
e b

efo
re th

e n
ew

 C
o
n
g
ress. C

o
n
-

trary
 to

 y
o
u
r ed

ito
rial, it is in

 m
y
 m

in
d
 

p
recisely

 "a m
o
d
el o

f w
h
at a D

em
o
-

c
ra

tic
 le

a
d
e
r sh

o
u
ld

 . . b
e
 th

in
k
in

g
 

. . . (an
d
) say

in
g
 at th

e m
o
m

en
t." A

n
d
 

th
at is w

h
y
 D

em
o
cratic lead

ers fro
m

 
ev

ery
 sp

ectru
m

 o
f th

e p
arty

 are say
in

g
 

it. S
en

ato
r M

cG
o
v
ern

's co
n
trib

u
tio

n
 to

 
th

is d
ialo

g
u
e su

rely
 d

eserv
es to

 b
e d

e-
b
ated

 o
n
 its m

erits, n
o
t o

n
 th

e b
asis o

f 
w

h
at y

o
u
r ed

ito
rs co

n
sid

er to
 b

e h
is 

p
erso

n
al d

em
erits as a cam

p
aig

n
er o

r 
a p

o
ten

tial p
resid

en
t. 

A
 p

ro
m

in
e
n
t c

o
lu

m
n
ist h

a
s su

g
-

g
ested

, an
d
 y

o
u
r ed

ito
rial im

p
lies, th

at 
as a lo

ser, S
en

ato
r M

cG
o
v
ern

 sh
o
u
ld

 
"h

a
v
e
 th

e
 g

ra
c
e
 to

 k
e
e
p
 q

u
ie

t fo
r 

aw
h
ile." U

n
d
o
u
b
ted

ly
, th

is w
o
u
ld

 b
e 

safer p
o
litics, b

u
t S

en
ato

r M
cG

o
v
ern

 
ch

o
se in

stead
 to

 sp
eak

 o
u
t—

n
o
t ab

o
u
t 

w
h
y
 h

e lo
st—

b
u
t ab

o
u
t h

o
w

 w
e m

ig
h
t 

sh
a
p
e
 o

u
r in

stitu
tio

n
s to

 se
rv

e
 th

e
 

A
m

erican
 id

eals o
f in

d
iv

id
u
al lib

erty
 

an
d
 sh

ared
-in

stitu
tio

n
al p

o
w

er. I o
n
ly

 
w

ish
 th

at m
o
re reflectiv

e atten
tio

n
 h

ad
 

b
een

 g
iv

en
 to

 w
h
at w

as said
 an

d
 less 

ad
v
ice en

jo
in

in
g
 silen

ce u
p
o
n
 th

e m
an

 
w

h
o
 said

 it an
d
 w

h
o
 sp

o
k
e fo

r 2
8
 m

il-
lion voters in 1972. 

F
R

A
N

K
 C

H
U

R
C

H
. 

W
ashington. 	

U
nited States Senator. 


