
Jack
 A

n
d
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's W

ash
in

gton
 M

erry-go-rou
n

d
 

B
Y

 JA
C
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 A

N
D

E
R

S
O

N
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e
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J
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W

A
S

H
IN

G
T

O
N

 —
 T

h
e last o

f th
e 

W
a
te

rg
a
te

 in
v

e
s
tig

a
tio

n
s
, a

n
 

ex
h
au

stiv
e, y

ear-lo
n
g
 p

ro
b
e o

f R
ich

ard
 

N
ixon's efforts to circum

vent the federal 
m

erit system
, has just been com

pleted. 
A

ccording to the confidential findings, 
the N

ixon W
hite H

ouse set up a political 
clearan

ce sy
stem

, w
h
ich

 ch
eck

ed
 th

e 
political philosophies and connections of 
h

u
n

d
red

s o
f ap

p
lican

ts fo
r g

o
v

ern
m

en
t 

jobs. 

T
he applications w

ere processed by a 
sp

e
c
ia

l W
h

ite
 H

o
u

se
 P

e
rso

n
n

e
l 

O
p
eratio

n
, w

h
ich

 w
as estab

lish
ed

 to
 

tig
h

ten
 th

e N
ix

o
n

 g
rip

 o
n

 th
e fed

eral 
b
u
reau

cracy
. T

h
e p

o
litically

 fav
o
red

 
ap

p
lican

ts w
o
u
ld

 b
e ran

k
ed

, d
ep

en
d
in

g
 

on how
 influential their backers w

ere. 
T

h
en

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se w

o
u
ld

 p
lan

t 
them

 in key career jobs w
hich, under the 

la
w

, w
e
re

 su
p

p
o

se
d

 to
 b

e
 a

w
a
rd

e
d

 
a
c
c
o

rd
in

g
 to

 m
e
rit. T

h
e
 h

irin
g

 w
a
s 

arranged through a netw
ork of centrally 

c
o
n
tro

lle
d
 "sp

e
c
ia

l re
fe

rra
l u

n
its," 

w
h

ich
 o

p
erated

 q
u

ietly
 in

sid
e v

ario
u

s 
governm

ent agencies. 
E

v
en

 m
o

re sh
o
ck

in
g

, to
p
 o

fficials o
f 

the C
ivil S

ervice C
om

m
ission condoned 

an
d
 ev

en
 p

articip
ated

 in
 th

e p
o
litical 

m
a
n
ip

u
la

tio
n
s. T

h
e
y
 n

o
t o

n
ly

 w
e
re

 
aw

are o
f th

e illeg
al p

atro
n
ag

e sy
stem

 
b
u
t u

sed
 it th

em
selv

es. Y
et th

ey
 are 

resp
o
n
sib

le fo
r safeg

u
ard

in
g
 th

e m
erit 

sy
stem

. 
T

h
ese startlin

g
 fin

d
in

g
s, p

erh
ap

s th
e 

last ech
o

 o
f th

e W
aterg

ate y
ears, are 

c
o

n
ta

in
e
d

 in
 a

 re
p

o
rt b

y
 th

e
 H

o
u

se
  

su
b
co

m
m

ittee o
n
 m

an
p
o
w

er an
d
 civ

il 
serv

ice. T
h

e p
ain

stak
in

g
 stu

d
y

, w
h

ich
 

h
asn

't y
et b

een
 released

 to
 th

e p
u
b
lic, 

o
u
tlin

ed
 h

o
w

 th
e N

ix
o
n
 ad

m
in

istratio
n
 

tried
 to

 resto
re th

e d
iscred

ited
 p

o
litical 

sp
o

ils sy
stem

, w
h

ich
 w

as abolished 94 
y

ears ag
o

. 

A
c
c
o

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e
 stu

d
y

, p
o

litic
a
l 

fav
o
ritism

 in
 th

e civ
il, serv

ice sy
stem

 
reach

ed
 a p

eak
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e N
ix

o
n
 y

ears, 
1969 through 1973. H

ere's how
 it w

orked: 
P

atro
n

ag
e u

n
its w

ere set u
p

 w
ith

in
 

each federal agency to find positions for 
in

d
iv

id
u

a
ls

 w
h

o
 w

e
re

 g
iv

e
n

 a
 

"p
referred

" statu
s b

y
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se 

P
ersonnel O

peration. 
T

h
e ap

p
licatio

n
s h

ad
 to

 b
e fo

rw
ard

ed
 

to
 th

e C
iv

il S
erv

ice C
o
m

m
issio

n
, o

f 
c
o
u
rse

, fo
r a

p
p
ro

v
a
l. B

u
t to

p
 C

S
C

 
o
fficials, in

stead
 o

f p
o
licin

g
 th

e illeg
al 

p
referen

tial h
irin

g
, aid

ed
 an

d
 ab

etted
 it. 

U
sin

g
 th

eir o
w

n
 "p

in
k

-tag
" sy

stem
 to

 
seg

reg
ate th

e fav
o

red
 ap

p
licatio

n
s, th

ey
 

helped to expedite them
. 

T
he subcom

m
ittee report charges that 

C
om

m
issioner L

udw
ig J. A

ndolsek w
as 

personally responsible for expediting 100 
to 300 special pink-tag cases. In one case, 
C

h
airm

an
 R

o
b

ert H
am

p
to

n
 in

terv
en

ed
 

at th
e req

u
est o

f fo
rm

er R
ep

. R
h
o
n
e fo

r 
one of the ex-congressm

an's relatives. 
A

s an
 ex

am
p
le o

f h
o
w

 th
e p

atro
n
ag

e 
sy

stem
 o

p
erated

, th
e stu

d
y

 cites th
e 

G
en

eral S
erv

ices A
d
m

in
istratio

n
, Ilich

 
h
ired

 m
o
re th

an
 3

0
0
 em

p
lo

y
es th

rM
g
h
 

th
e p

atro
n

ag
e sy

stem
. 

O
ne G

S
A

 official gave an affidavit that  

h
e h

ad
 b

een
 in

stru
cted

 b
y

 h
is su

p
erio

rs 
to

 h
ire a d

riv
er fo

r fo
rm

er A
tto

rn
ey

 
G

en
eral Jo

h
n

 M
itch

ell d
u

rin
g

 a h
irin

g
 

freeze. 
T

he official said he w
as also directed 

to
 h

ire th
e so

n
s o

f tw
o

 fo
rm

er N
ix

o
n

 
co

h
o

rts, ex
-A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral R

ich
ard

 
K

lien
d
ien

st an
d
 ex

-B
u
d
g
et D

irecto
r 

G
eorge S

hultz. F
or S

hultz, testified the 
G

S
A

 aide, "w
e established a job w

e did 
n

o
t n

e
e
d

 a
n

d
 a

t a
 lo

c
a
tio

n
 o

f h
is 

ch
o

o
sin

g
." 

Y
et six

 w
eek

s earlier, th
e G

S
A

 h
ad

 
d
ro

p
p
ed

 a cu
sto

d
ial lab

o
rer w

ith
 n

in
e 

children from
 the payroll, because there 

w
as no m

oney to pay his salary. 
N

ix
o

n
's first G

S
A

 c
h

ie
f, R

o
b

e
rt 

K
u
n
zig

, cam
e o

u
t o

f th
e P

en
n
sy

lv
an

ia 
R

ep
u

b
lican

 o
rg

an
izatio

n
. H

e alleg
ed

ly
 

estab
lish

ed
 a sp

ecial "P
en

n
sy

lv
an

ia 
C

o
n

n
e
c
tio

n
,"

 th
ro

u
g

h
 w

h
ic

h
 

P
en

n
sy

lv
an

ian
s receiv

ed
 p

referen
tial 

treatm
en

t. 
A

c
c
o
r
d
in

g
 to

 th
e
 r

e
p
o
r
t, 

P
ennsylvania's pow

erful senators, H
ugh 

S
cott and R

ichard S
chw

eiker, sent 95 to 
134 job referrals, respectively, to G

S
A

. 
O

n
e
 a

p
p

lic
a
n

t re
c
o

m
m

e
n

d
e
d

 b
y

 
S

ch
w

eik
er, Jack

 L
eM

ay
, p

lay
ed

 an
 

active role in the patronage operation. 
A

t the H
ealth, E

ducation and W
elfare 

D
ept., patronage placem

ents w
ere m

ade 
b

y
 th

e O
ffice o

f S
p

ecial P
ro

jects. T
h

is 
w

as a special political office w
hich w

as 
se

t u
p

, a
c
c
o

rd
in

g
 to

 a
 c

o
n

fid
e
n

tia
l 

m
em

o
, to

 serv
e "as a cen

tral p
o

in
t o

f 
c
o

n
ta

c
t o

n
 a

ll p
o

litic
a
lly

 se
n

sitiv
e
 

W
ith L

es W
hitten 

m
atters w

h
ich

 o
u

g
h

t n
o

t b
e b

ro
ach

ed
 

through regular. D
epartm

ent channels." 
T

he office w
as headed tem

porarily by 
a
 p

o
litic

a
l c

o
m

m
issa

r, n
a
m

e
d
 S

a
m

 
S

chulhof, w
ho explained his function to 

U
n
d
ersecretary

 F
ran

k
 C

arlu
cci in

 th
is 

co
n

fid
en

tial lan
g

u
ag

e: " 'P
atro

n
ag

e,' 
'in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
,' a

d
v
ic

e
,"

p
o
litic

a
l 

c
o

o
r
d

in
a
tio

n
' a

n
d

 'q
u

ie
t 

im
p

lem
en

tatio
n

' are k
ey

 w
o

rd
s w

h
ich

 
describe our m

ission." 

T
h
e
 o

ffic
e
 c

h
e
c
k
e
d
 th

e
 p

o
litic

a
l 

p
h

ilo
so

p
h

ie
s o

f h
u

n
d

re
d

's o
f jo

b
 

applicants and even contract applicants. 
T

h
is p

o
litical sk

u
ld

u
g
g
ery

 w
as k

ep
t so

 
secret that the O

ffice of S
pecial P

rojects 
w

a
sn

't liste
d

 o
n

 H
E

W
's o

ffic
ia

l 
o
rg

an
izatio

n
al ch

art. 
T

he reason, according to the S
chulliof 

m
e
m

o
, w

a
s "T

h
e
 se

n
sitiv

ity
 o

f its 
functions and, frankly, an unw

illingness 
o

f a
n

y
o

n
e
 to

 re
a
lly

 a
d

m
it p

a
re

n
ta

l 
lin

eag
e." 

F
ootnote: A

 C
S

C
 spokesm

an told our 
asso

ciate L
arry

 K
rafto

w
itz th

at n
eith

er 
C

h
airm

an
 H

am
p

to
n

 n
o

r C
o

m
m

issio
n

er 
A

ndolsek had ever "exerted pressure on 
an

y
o
n
e" to

 p
ro

cu
re jo

b
s fo

r fav
o
red

 
in

d
iv

id
u
a
ls, a

lth
o
u
g
h
 H

a
m

p
to

n
 

ack
n

o
w

led
g

ed
 th

at referrals h
e m

ad
e 

b
efo

re 1
9
7
4
 "m

ig
h
t w

ell h
av

e h
ad

 th
e 

a
p
p
e
a
ra

n
c
e
 o

f im
p
ro

p
rie

ty
."

 A
 

spokesm
an for S

en. S
chw

eiker insisted it 
w

as "p
ro

p
er an

d
 leg

itim
ate" to

 h
elp

 
co

n
stitu

en
ts fin

d
 g

o
v

ern
m

en
t jo

b
s. W

e 
w

e
re

 u
n

a
b

le
 to

 re
a
c
h

 S
c
o

tt fo
r h

is 
co

m
m

en
t. 


