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eventually led "to the end of m
y presidency," 
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a p
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b
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s p
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r m
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ot until nine m
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ixon reports, 

did 
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the question of w
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 of the cover-up." 
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e b
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ber of crucial ques-
tions presented at the 1974 cover-up trial and 
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e m
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though he w

ere not even a participant: 
"W

h
at w
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 d
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ith the 
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A
ccording to the excerpts, N

ixon has no in-
dependent recollection of w

hat they did talk 
about: 
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ake 

sure that I w
as not being bugged by anyone." 

A
ccording to H

aldem
an's notes, the conver-

sation also reflected these thoughts, not m
en-

' tioned in N
ixon's excerpted m

em
oirs: 

"P
.R

. offensive to top this. H
it the opposi-
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/their activities. P

oints out libertarians 
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o they justify 
this less than stealing P
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apers, A
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Watergate Cover-Up 
son file, etc.? We should be on the attack for 
diversion." 

As for the break•in itself at DNC headquar-
ters in the Watergate office building nearly 
six years ago, Nixon professes complete 
surprise. 

He says he didn't find out about it until 
the next morning, June 18, when he returned 
to Key Biscayne from a brief trip to Grand 
Cay, a small island in the Bahamas owned by 
his old friend, Bob Abplanalp. 

"When I got to my house I could smell 
coffee brewing in the kitchen, and I went in 
to get a cup," Nixon recalls. "There was a 
Miami Herald on the counter. 

"On the front page was a small story head-
lined: 'Miamians Held in D.C. Try to Bug 
Demo Headquarters'... They had all been 
wearing rubber surgical gloves. It sounded 
preposterous: Cubans in surgical gloves bug- 

ging the DNC! I dismissed it as some sort of 

prank," Nixon says. 
On the day after the break-in, Nixon says, 

he flew back to Washington on Air Force One 

and that night, June 18, made an entry in his 

diary about some "disturbing news from Bob 
Haldeman" that had been conveyed to him 
In mid-air. 

Referring to the chairman of the Committee 
to Re-elect the President (CRP) and former 
attorney general, Nixon wrote: " . . John 
Mitchell had told Bob on the phone enig-
matically not to get involved in it . . ." 

The excerpt does not indicate whether Nixon 
or Haldeman demanded any elaborations of 
Mitchell's advice. Nixon then goes on to say 
that Haldeman "had also heard that the money 
found on the arrested men—over $1,000 in 
bills—had apparently come from the CRP." 


