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Nixon Reacting
‘Satisfactorily’
To Medication

By Robert Meyers
Special to The Washington Post

LONG BEACH, Calif,, Sept.
26—Former President Nixon
“ig responding satisfactorily”
to treatment for “potentially

dangerous” recurrence of
phlebitis that caused a blood
clot to settle in his right lung,
his doctor reported here to-
day.

John C. Lungren, Mr. Nix-
on’s personal physician, issued
a statement today that said: . ‘

“Former President Nixon's)
latest medical complication,
namely an embolus (clot) in
the right lung, is responding |
satisfactorily to a combined
therapy of oral and intrave-
nous anticoagulants. Couma-
din by mouth and heparin by
continuous intravenous drip
are being administered. This
combined medication will be
continued for a number of
days.”

Mr. Nixon entered the Mem-
orial Medical Center of Long
Beach Monday afternoon for
treatment of his continuing
phlebitis condition—a swelling
and pain in the lower left leg.

On Wednesday Lundgren
hastily called a news confer-
ence to announce that a piece
of the clot had moved from
Mr. Nixon's left leg to his
right lung. Lungren called the
situation “potentially danger-
ous,” but not critical “at this
time.” )

Other medical experts re-
ported that the clot in Mr.
Nixon’s lung no longer is
dangerous. The risk, however,
is hat another piece will break
off from the clot in his leg and
move to the lung,

If the second clot were large
enough, it could cause immedi-
ate death by blocking the
main artery between the heart
and the lung. A smaller clot

lar heart activity.

The Lungren statement to-
day also said, “Mrs. Nixon,
who is a daﬂy visitor at bed—
side, is being assessed (sic) of
her husband’s condition at fre-
quent intervals.”

Hospital spokesman Norman
Nager also read a statement
from Mr. Nixon’s San Cle-
mente home that said, “Mr,
Nixon has been in phone con-
tact with his daughters, Tricia

could also threaten Mr. Nix-
on’s life by triggering irregu-

and Julie. He is moved and
pleased by the many well
wishes he has received.

“With the exception of a jar
of wheat germ from San Cle-
mente, he is eating Memorial
Hospital food prepared by the
Medical Center's own perspil-
ne -ll i
United Press Interna-

tional reported that a Ford
administration source said
Wednesday that Mr. Nixon
was '“very irritated” because
of what he considered -a
“bhegrudging attitude” in the
government to deprive himi
of special privileges ac-
corded other former Presi-
dents. “He feels everyone is
giving him a hard time,” the
source was quoted as saying.

Specialist in phlebitis not
connected with this case
have expressed surprise
over Lungren’s description
of the Nixon clot as being
the size of a dime. These
doctors said that a clot that
size in the lung would have
blocked one of the larger ar-
teries in the lung and
caused Mr. Nixon considera-
ble pain.

The normal treatment of &
case similar to Mr, Nixon
takes seven to 10 days under
hospital supervision, fol-
lowed by outpatient treat-
ment and the continuation
of medication.

‘If such a routine were fol-
lowed, Mr. Nixon would be
out of the hospital and able
to testify in two or three
weeks at the Watergate
cover-up trial of six former
White House and campaign
aides, set to begin next
Tuesday.

Although Mr. Nixon should
continue to receive medical
care once he leaves the hospi-
tal, he need not necessarily re-
strict himself from traveling.
doctors say.

If he should travel, for ex-
ample, back to Washington to
give testimony in the trial, he
need only follow simple pre-
cautions such as. walking
around periodically and not
sitting down for long stretches
of time in order to keep his
blood circulating.



