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Washingtan Past Batl Wrlter

Flve people gatherad
around the floor mode] tele-
vision sets in the Hub Furni-
fure Co. store at 7th and D
Streects NW yesterday after-
ndon, but the anly thing for
them to watch at that mo.
mient was a S0Ap Opera.

“We're all walting,” sald a
TV salesman. “I don't think
'm going to llve another 200
years to see this again, and 1
don't want to miss it now."

The expected resignation
of Richard Wixon as Presk
dent was the obhject af the
salesman's anticipation and
a sirange presence yesier-
day in the Ilves of many
workers, residents and visi-
tors in Washingion.

At Lafayette Park, across
Pennsylvania Avenue from
the White House, a steadily
growing crowd of several
hundred people continued a
wateh begun when the resig-
nation rumors surfaced on
Tuesday, Many hnd transis-
tor tadins yesterday and a
{elevision crew set up equip-
mant in the erowd's midst.

The size and membership
of the crowd was constantly
changing, a3 people came,
lonked arcund for a while,
then moved on. There wera
ghout 150 in the park at 8
pam.

"l ‘hope it's a oncedn-a-
‘Tfetime thing, and 1 &n_:
A¥ant to pass it up, said

.EE..‘. Beth Allen, 0 works
for an export-import bank,
During the noon hour, the
rat Baptist Church Youth
hnir: of Marisnna, Fla,
sang "The Battle Hymn of
the Hepublic” on the steps
af the Capi
‘1 ean’t belleve that we're
Washington on the 1
tiilx is happening,” said Den-
nis Sheffield, 16, o membor
af the chalr, “We've been on
tour since last Friday and
didun't know what was going
o until we picked up the
s morning. Imag-
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My Mkrgaret ThOmI—THO Waslinaton Fost
Spectators gathered oulside the White Hoose fonee yesterdny, continuing a vigil that hegan with Twesday's resignation romors,

Flace, said, “Everybod around fraffic  barvieades ing to do that kind of a Tn
fal shout  the and  eatl " The conversa-  Fairiax Couw
::: And tlon phoul the overbearing (ng, A volee
tintted uninter-  Nixon had r
day-to-day existones seemed thoughts  of

of mors concern then the for anothaer

terday to Interpst

Estes,

Most of the people who
wera Interviewed by Wash-
ingtan Post reporters yester:
day, from Leeshurg to
Bowie, were in favor of the
President's resignation.

“T definitely think he
should," John M. Anderson,
54, said an he stood In front
af the Broyhill for Congress
headgquarlers on the main
street of Leesburg “Not
only did I vote for him,”
said Anderson, “L contrib-
uted to his damn compaign,
and :n: s what really gripes
i,

At Tysons Corner shop-
ping eenter, Priseilln Al
Ameos sald, “It's the best
thing that has :uuu_.:_.a ta
this government in a long
time."

Clerks and customers
were massed around the cos-
meties counter at the Gar-
finckels, and somebody sald,
"It I very sad for our coun-
try.”

in Springdnle, a century-
old pocket of black homes
near Bnileys Crossroads,
school bus driver Earl Wat-
=on sald be did not want to
see Mr. Nixon resign. “He
should be impeached,” Wat-
son sald,

Loulse Grant, a teacher in
A Head Start program, ech-
ned Watson's view, “Hae has
hurt a whole Iot of people.
rung. He

Lixpectant Air of Historic Moment Hung Over Area

#

M.L. Jonek, a retirnd Alr
Foree officer interviewed at
a_._m_.m,i Air Forea Base, said
had “heard plenty of avi
dence and much of i seems
renliatic. Mr. Nixon seems to
huve misconstruced g0 many
things’ It makes the citizens
of this conntry lose faith in
their government.”

But Nangy Sievens,
Demouerat and ‘a member of
the county's landlord-tenant

commission, & 'l fesl
sorry for him, 1 :==x he's
heen ratiroaded and | think
he shonldn't resign.”

Inn the television depart
ment af the Sears store at
tall, salesman
ted that
there'll be a lot of people

' Waters
wiritk
e tired

fast

h " William Jamen,

New Hampshire resident
vikiting the Washinglen
aren, said, "'l think he's be
ing railroaded. I'm no lover
of Nixon, but 1 think he's
heing given the choice to ei-
ther resign or be impeached.
All of them are guilty;
eNhion just. got shafted. He's
getting Wwhat he deserves
but there's a Ibt of athera

t hat deserva the sams
thing, .."

But Bill Howes, n spales.
man In & depariment store
in the mall, said, “I think
it's about the best thing he
could do, the hest thing for
the country.”

Howes sald he voted for
Mr. Nixon In 1472, and al-
though he has heen disap.
pointed by the Prasident’s
performance, would proba.
bly vote for him ngain
“miven the same allecns-
tives.” He said he has fo re.
serve judgment on whether
he would vote for Gerald
Ford in 1978,

But whether there wps or
was not interest In the
atreets yestarday, officials at
the Kennedy Center re.
ported that their phones
were busy as people called
and tried to exchange their
tickets for future perform-
ances ;50 they could watch
Mr, Nixan on television.

But the prime attraction
at the penter was the Rus-
sian Moiseyev dancérs, and
all performances hnd been
sold out.

Loudspeakers were set up
al the center so those in at-
tendance there last night
could hear Mr, Nixon's ad-
dress during an intermis
sion,

On K Strest NW yester-
day, a #irl who sald her

name was “Misty, from Ari
zona,” stopped passersby
and told them, "“Jesus loves
you.!

“What about the Prosl-
dent," a man asked.

“I dow't know much about
that,"” Misty said, "But Jesus
loves him ton™

Contributing to thiz wtory
were Washington Post Stoff
Writern  Lowrn  Kiernan,
Charles Krmuse, Gail Rabin.
gan, Deborak Yoegor, Jone
Rippetenu, Margo: Horn.
bimwer, Jommne Ommng, Al
fred E, Lewis, Ket Ringls,
Herpld J. Logas, Poul W
Valentine Judy Nigol, Lea
Daniels, Ron Teylor and Alun
Cymioford.




