
By 3f 'Ouzel Taylor 

The State Bar of Califor-
nia accepted former Presi-
ident Richard M. Nixon's* 
resignation from the prac-
tice of law yesterday — re-
versing a decision it made 
last week. 

The turnabout came after 
the ex-president wrote a sec-
ond letter to the bar's Board 
of Governors, acknowledg-
ing that he had been under 
investigation by the bar — a 
requirement that Mr. Nixon 
failed to fulfill . when he 
wrote his first letter of 
resignation last Wednesday. p 

The bar's. Board of Gover-
nors forwarded copies of 
both the Nixon letters to the 
State Supreme Court, along 
with a copy of last week's 
board resolutioti • that the 
resignation be refused. ' 

Board President Brent M. 
Abel, a San Francisco attor-
ney, wrote the court that 
since +rat-Thursday's' ineet-
ing of the board at the State 
Bar convention in Sacra-
mento, the new Nixon letter 
had . arrived at State Bar  

headquarters here. 

Abel talked to the fourteen 
other board members by te-
lephone said "a majority" of 
them agreed to accept the 
resignation and recommend-
ed that the court also accept.  
it. 

The court has sole discre-
tion in deciding whether to 
accept the resignatien, but 
Abel said last week t 

d 
he jus- 

tices follow the boar's rec-
ommendations "in th tye ma- 
jority of cases of this pe." 

that cures the problems that 
were in the first one," Abel 
said. 

The first Nixon letter not 
made publicuntil now,  
read: 

' "Since the activities I ex-
pect to pursue in the future 
will not include the practice 
of law or any other matters 
which require,my continued 
membership in the State 
Bar of 'California, I hereby 
resign as a member of the 
State Bar of California, and 
relinquish all right to prac-
tice law in the State of Call-
foruia. 

"I agree and understand 
that in the event this resig-
nation is accepted and • I 

• board of Governors 
• •pli,rici closed doors or 
•• 	day of tneir conven 

till and voted by a substan-
tial margin not to accept the 
resignation. and to re•-..um-
mend that the state Su• 
preme Court do likewise. 

They also recommended 
then, as they did yesterday. 
that if the court accepts Mr. 
Nixon's 	resignation, 	i t 
should do so "without preju-
dice to further proceedings 
in the disciplinary matter 
now pending against him." 

If the court accepts the 
resignation, the former pres-
ident would have to wait five 
years before re-applying for 
membership in the bar, offi-
dais said 

He would also hive to un-
dergo krigorous board hear-
ing to determine his ,fitness 
to practice law. 	1, 	, 

Mr. Nixon apparently ac-
knowledged these mattes in 
his second 'letter, dated last. 
Monaa—y. 

It read: 
Richard M, 

against whom an in 
tion 	pending,„ hereb 
sign ,•• as a member, 
State pat pf California 
relinquish all right to 
tire laW in the State of 
farina and agree and 
stand that, in the !vet 
resignation is accepted and I 
thereafter file a petition for 
reinstatement, 'theaate Bar 
will consider in coameetion 

'therewith, la. addition to oth-
er

' 
 'appropriate matters, all 

disciplinary proceedings and 
matters pending against me 
at the time said resignatles 
Is :accepted " 
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Abel said later that if the 
court accepts  the resigna-
tion, ,"We will be closing our 
boOks' on this matter and 
will keep them closed unless, 
he (Mr. Nixon) applies for 
reinstatement" to thelmr. • he ref;f1 er•xa 	file 8. 

The hoard president . 	. tion 	_e

u 

 the •. 
kr.owledged that 004:01-11er4S -8tate - Bar will eimrider .  
related to the -investigation afypr•prial • 	 i . 	.  
are stilt coaling •.lri" and 	comiectioi: 
be atici,d 	the fiia. 	•• 	r  Abel baki Tater ihat ,  both 

"We 	?":4:-.S.1 	tr•....it 	Nixon and his Los Ange:. 
this case jUit as we 	 attiume*. Dean- -Butler.. 
treat:-any ' other matter of 	 a re that the former 
California" .lawyer Who tS ';'-president should have ac 
now  tinder .0west igation.. kno Medi? ed that., he Was the, 
And we now 'have ai letter subject (if a lengtily:anct ek- 

• investigation that irensive
!t'ould:letittlij disbarment,' 


