- now_on trial. “Only a fish can do-
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Crossmg the Bar

no nne can practice law in the state
Without being a member, ‘The Can-.
forma _State Supreme Court has final
say on disbarment but the State Bar—
#Whlch has now. expended some 1,500

an-hours on Mr qu and the other

By Herbert M:tgang b

What the United Stafes C
failed to pursue after the raslgnat
and what no Presldential pardon
- prevent is now under close consid e

tion in California and New York. ]

to put a punctuation mark— 5

instead of a dangljng sel i
-~ the publicand profe areer of , & Thei can Iny_act iuvolvm_g

: Lring, or at the very least susp
"thlm from  the. practice of
proceedmg by his peers and 1 1
i the two states wherehe lias

phrase is more than a statutory
nition; it is a &
character. :
" For,_ the past year the'S
- California ‘and the Associati
| Bar. of the City of :
L4 heen-‘-assembling thi
. paring the cases for disciplinary
* against Mr. Nixon, even while
: -Presﬂent} and other attnmeys
out of government accused of involv
“ment in Watergate crimes. The Am
_-can Bar Association’s Center for P
fessmnal . Discipline, with no discip
« 'nary power of its own, has been
i ordmatmg ‘material for the state_ A
. with what could be‘ called detach §
enmumﬁna SR T
Many, law‘yets belleve not only that. :
- they must strongly oppose obstruotion:
.of justice but that their profession is

=nut0bmgraphy of a fish," Carl Snn g
.,;burg ohce wrute and now aven the'

.talkipg‘ mugh about telling tha full
story and.’ dnscaplining thelr own 'mis- '
wereantsiiil S

" A real test is the case ot the for- -
mer President,’ who resigned when he B
was about to be impeached, and then | |
was pardoned by ‘another lawyer in
the  White House before he could be -
tried and given the opportunity to
refute evidence in a Constitutional and
legal forum.” Against this background,
“Mr. Nixon. demded‘ to resign his mem- .
‘bership in the - California [bar, pre-
sumably on grounds ﬁlatrh‘é “would no &
longer practice but actually because - a : e
he faced disbarment. proceedings. Two °f 2 55:}
hours afterward, the ‘Califonia hu;‘ it can also be turned agamstl ?a:yg::
tg:ﬁ tgf coiﬂ:g:;”Mro?grdh::?;g invorved in advocating or defending
doning Mr. Nixon. Since thep the State - unpopulgr clients and canses. And yet .
Bar has rejected the Nixon letter be- —HivEm the due process that is his '
cause it lacked facts. LY right—this could prm_nde the mx_sgmg

Resigning from the Presidency is 'ac!minio‘n of vyrongdmng and the final
one thing; resigning from the legal trial of Mr. Nixon's character.
profession another, The State Bar of
California is a public corporation. It Herbert Mitgang is a member of the
is an “integrated bar,” meaning that Editorial Board of The Times.




