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T
he L

arger M
eaning of M

r. 1\ixon's P
residency 

k 

"A
ll of us learned that governm

ent
program

s 	
- H

e strain
ed

 at g
reatn

ess. 
S

o
 in

stead
 o

f an
 ad

ju
stm

en
t in

 fo
r• 

. 
sign policy, he announced w

hat clearly 

do not suffice to am
end the social ills of cen- 	

d
id

 n
o
t ex

ist—
a stru

ctu
re o

f p
eace. In

- 

1
s P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
 h

as at list b
ro

u
g
h
t 

 to
g
eth

er. T
h
e co

u
n
try

 is n
o
w

 u
n
ited

 
' re

lie
f a

t th
e
 re

s
ig

n
a
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 

ad
er w

h
o
 b

etray
ed

 ev
ery

 v
alu

e an
d
 

c
ry

 frie
n
d
 in

 a
 d

e
sp

e
ra

te
 e

ffo
rt to

 
v
e h

is o
w

n
 sk

in
. 	

( 	
j  
' 

B
u
t th

e ig
n
o
b
le m

an
n
er o

f M
r. N

ix
-

o
n
's d

ep
artu

re sh
o
u
ld

 n
o
t b

lin
d
 u

s to
 

th
e larg

er m
ean

in
g
 o

f h
is p

resid
en

cy
. 

It w
as o

f a p
iece, fro

m
 first to

 last, an
d
 

in
 its v

irtu
es as in

 its d
efects. 

W
hen M

r. N
ixon took.  o

ffice b
ack

 in
 

1
9
6
9
, A

m
erican

 p
reten

ito
n
 far o

u
tran

 
A

m
e
ric

a
n
 c

a
p
a
b
ilitie

s.  A
m

e
ric

a
n
 

fo
rces, esp

ecially
' in

 V
ietn

am
, w

ere 
su

p
p
o
sed

 to
 h

o
ld

 th
e b

alan
ce ag

ain
st 

an
y
 ch

an
g
e d

eem
ed

 fav
o
rab

le to
 eith

er 
R

u
ssia o

r C
h
in

a. T
h
e A

m
erican

 m
ar-

k
et, o

p
en

ed
 to

 th
e w

o
rld

 b
y
 a lo

p
sid

ed
 

ex
ch

an
g
e rate an

d
 a o

n
e-w

ay
 co

m
m

it-
m

en
t to

 b
u
y
 g

o
ld

, su
p
p
o
rted

 p
ro

sp
erity

 
in

 Ja
p
a
n
 a

n
d
 W

e
ste

rn
 E

u
ro

p
e
, a

n
d
 

su
ch

 h
o
p
e fo

r d
ev

elo
p
m

en
t as resid

ed
 

in
 th

e T
h
ird

 W
o
rld

. 
In

 th
is c

o
u
n
try

 it w
a
s w

id
e
ly

 b
e
-

liev
ed

 th
at 'p

ro
sp

erity
 w

ith
o
u
t reces-

sion 
 

 h
a
d
 a

rriv
e
d
;
  a
n
d
 th

a
t in

fla
tio

n
 

could be held in check by the device of 
an

 in
co

m
e p

o
licy

. It w
as eq

u
ally

 su
p
-

p
o
sed

 th
at g

o
v
ern

m
en

t actio
n
, co

u
ld

 
m

ake decisive and rap
id

 im
p
ro

v
em

en
ts 

in
 th

e w
elfare o

f m
in

o
rity

 g
ro

u
p
s lo

n
g
 

su
b
ject to

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

t d
iscrim

in
atio

n
. 

It w
a
s sa

id
 th

a
t u

n
le

ss g
o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t 

paid off its dow
n-and-out claim

ants. so-
ciety

 itself w
o
u
ld

 b
e d

isru
p
ted

. 
M

r. N
ix

o
n
's g

reat ach
iev

em
en

t w
as 

to
 b

rin
g
 ex

p
ectatio

n
s m

o
re in

 lin
e w

ith
 

reality
. H

e en
g
ag

ed
 th

e C
h
in

ese C
o
m

- '  m
unists and brought them

 out of isola-
tio

n
. H

e
 th

e
n
 a

d
d
re

sse
d
 h

im
se

lf to
 

M
o
sco

w
. B

y
 sq

u
eezin

g
 th

e R
u
ssian

s 
w

ith
 th

e th
reat o

f a C
h
in

a d
eal, h

e w
as 

ab
le to

 p
u
ll o

u
t o

f V
ietn

am
 o

n
 term

s 
far m

o
re fav

o
rab

le th
an

 ev
er o

ffered
 

to
 p

rev
io

u
s reg

im
es, o

r im
ag

in
ed

 b
y
 

those of us w
ho criticized his policy. 

B
y
 th

e sam
e m

ean
s, h

e w
as ab

le to
 

start th
e m

o
st im

p
o
rtan

t b
arrier y

et 
erected

 ag
ain

st th
e d

an
g
er o

f n
u
clear 

w
ar—

th
e S

trateg
ic A

rm
s L

im
itatio

n
 

T
reaty

 reach
ed

 w
ith

 R
u
ssia in

 1
9
7
2
. 

M
o
reo

v
er, th

e lo
o
sen

in
g
 u

p
 o

f g
reat 

pow
er confrontation opened the w

ay to 
th

e O
cto

b
er w

ar in
 th

e M
id

east,. an
d
 

the settlem
ent betw

een Jew
s and A

rabs 
w

hich D
r. K

issinger is now
 putting to-

gether. 
F

inally, by unilaterally closing dow
n 

th
e g

o
ld

 w
in

d
o
w

 in
 A

u
g
u
st 1

9
7
1
, M

r. 
N

ix
o
n
 set th

e stag
e fo

r th
e d

o
llar d

e-
valuations w

hich have now
 evened out 

th
e term

s o
f trad

e b
etw

een
 th

is co
u
n
-

try
 an

d
 th

e rest o
f th

e w
o
rld

. T
h
e b

asis 
w

as th
u
s laid

 fo
r a n

ew
 set o

f relatio
n
s  

b
etw

een
 th

is co
u
n
try

 an
d
 th

e E
u
ro

p
e-

an
s an

d
 Jap

an
ese. 

F
ar less su

ccess atten
d
ed

 M
r. N

ix
=

 
o
n
's effo

rts at h
o
m

e. B
u
t d

u
rin

g
 h

is 
term

 in office, everybody cam
e to real-

ize th
at in

flatio
n
 w

as an
 „in

tractab
le 

p
ro

b
lem

. T
h
e d

an
g
er th

at th
e b

attle 
ag

ain
st risin

g
 p

rices co
u
ld

 tip
 in

to
 re-

cession cam
e dram

atically borne. 
A

ll o
f u

s learn
ed

 th
at g

o
v
ern

m
en

t 
p
ro

g
ram

s d
o
 n

o
t su

ffice to
 am

en
d
 th

e 
so

cial ills o
f cen

tu
ries—

an
d
 th

at th
ere 

w
as a tight lim

it available on w
hat w

as 
av

ailab
le fo

r su
ch

 p
ro

g
ram

s. It w
as 

eq
u
ally

 sh
o
w

n
 th

at v
io

len
t p

ro
tests b

y
 

m
inority groups could be m

et and m
as-

tered
 b

y
 a to

u
g
h
 stan

ce—
far b

etter 
th

an
 b

y
 "u

n
d
erstan

d
in

g
." 

H
ad

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
 b

een
 ab

le to
 articu

-
late th

ese ach
iev

em
en

ts, h
ad

 h
e b

een
 

ab
le to

 d
eclare th

e v
irtu

e o
f so

b
er real-

ism
 an

d
 fallin

g
 ex

p
ectatio

n
s, he m

ight 
h
a
v
e
 c

o
m

e
 sa

fe
ly

 to
 th

e
 e

n
d
 o

f h
is 

term
. B

ut M
r. N

ixon never saw
 him

self 
as th

e lead
er o

f all th
e p

eo
p
le. A

t all 
tim

es h
e w

as in
 h

is o
w

n
 ey

es th
e can

-
d
id

ate o
f a m

in
o
rity

. H
e p

lay
ed

 elec-
toral pblltics, not presidential politics.  

stead
 o

f ad
m

ittin
g
 th

e co
u
n
try

 h
ad

 lo
st 

its w
ay

 in
 d

o
m

estic p
o
licy

, h
e p

ro
-

claim
ed

 a n
ew

 p
ro

sp
erity

 an
d
 a N

ew
 

A
m

erican R
evolution. 

In
stead

 o
f reco

n
cilin

g
 d

o
u
b
ters, an

d
 

d
raw

in
g
 to

 h
is sid

e o
ld

 fo
es, h

e salted
 

th
e w

o
u
n
d
s. H

e an
d
 h

is m
en

 b
attered

 
the m

edia. T
hey short-circuited the bu-

reau
cracy

. T
h
ey

 in
su

lted
 th

e C
o
n
g
ress 

an
d
 sab

o
tag

ed
 D

em
o
crats. T

h
o
se o

f u
s 

w
h
o
 d

ared
 to

 criticize w
ere stig

m
a-

tized as "enem
ies." 

W
h
en

 tro
u
b
le cam

e in
 th

e fo
rm

. o
f 

W
aterg

ate, M
r. N

ix
o
n
 w

as w
ith

o
u
t th

e 
h
u
m

an
 co

n
tacts w

h
ich

 are th
e stu

ff o
f 

reality
. O

u
t o

f p
rid

e an
d
 sy

co
p
h
an

cy
 

th
ere w

as b
o
rn

 ' a m
o
n
stro

u
s frau

d
. 

C
o
n
tem

p
t fo

r o
th

ers festered
 th

e b
e-

lief th
at lies an

d
 trick

s w
o
u
ld

 w
o
rk

 
even as m

ounting evidence show
ed the 

tru
th

 w
o
u
ld

 o
u
t. In

 th
e en

d
, M

r. N
ix

o
n
 

w
as alo

n
e, d

iv
o
rced

 fro
m

 frien
d
s an

d
 

reality
 in

 a p
sy

ch
ic b

u
n
k
er o

f h
is o

w
n
 

m
ak

in
k
 

H
is en

d
 w

as im
p
licit in

 h
is b

eg
in

-
n
in

g
 an

d
 h

is m
id

d
le. A

t all stag
es, in

 
its g

o
o
d
 p

arts an
d
 its b

ad
, h

is p
resi-

d
en

cy
 an

n
o
u
n
ces a sin

g
le w

arn
in

g
. It 

announces the danger of hubris. It pro-
claim

s an
ew

 th
e d

eath
less m

essag
e 

th
at th

o
se b

lin
d
ed

 b
y
 p

rid
e, an

d
 cu

t 
off from

 reality, rush, headlong to their 
ow

n doom
. 

(a 1
9

7
4

 M
eld

 kniennlses. Inc. 

turies." 


