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PRESIDENT FORD's mtenhon:tqﬂbe

an  accessible, ,“open” Presxdpi}t ;

presiding over a: hkely government of
national unity, comes as welcome news
A{after the long winter of crime in high
places and Richard Nixon’s “aloof - -and
secretive ways. The change would eome
none too' S00I. ‘
Ford inhen'ts the premdency at. a
- time of . vn'tua]ly unprecedented. puhl;c
distrust and alienation: Louis H:
after a “survey of' public attitudes tu-
ward gwernmenrt, reported to a Seﬁate
subcammm:tee last year that the - cen-
trnl question facing the. United Stqiv;gs
1s “no -less than how to rgstore fgx!th
_andr conﬂdenca of a_free peaple in
their own government” The events' of

the last several months Mously have :

,worsened the situation.

No'President, acting alone. can en- -
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tirely solve this problem. But Mr. Ford
has a rare opportunity, as Lincoln put -

it, “to bind up the nation’s wounds.”
Not only do the times requn'e that he

assuma that role, but he, seems pecu— i
larly well suited to. do so. What the
country most needs now in the presi- .

dency is -not dashin'g leadership and
“overprom:tse" but modes't;v and . can-
dor, not crafty pnbhc relations techni-
ques but a willingness’ to acknowledge
mistakes and try again, nota towering

intellect but a man of cnmpromjse and

negot:atiﬁn.

‘These traits are not at thg top of text~ .

book 'lists of presidential attributes.

But they may be tailor-made for.a na-

tion in post-Nixonian shock. Ford's

preblem is how to take advantage of'
these characteristics, which are his byA

nature, in a way that reduces ahena-
tion. and calms the nation.
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