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Last
tive  Lharles E,|
iitep
sneal praview of the “'smok-

~ing gun' tape transcript =t a
dramiatic White Hous» meet-
g wilh President Nixon's
chief of staff, Alexandsr M
Haig Jr., and chiel imoeau:
ment attorney Jame: 0 8
Clair,

4

Wigying

Juel why he wag ipvited |
stilh & mystery o tha o
‘gremmngg: Bul after’]
the mesiing he «id
thingu: .

» Tore up the oogly
netes na had made in prebs
ration for leading the Pyl
deet's defense against sy
-peachment on  the
floor:

@ Canceled a apcley of
sarrum *s abt which he und
“mine ofhor i - Imoeach-
‘et msmbers of e e

Yirren

“plansed o sducale othay
House members on the o
ﬂm. :

@ Catled-Hease Minovily
Le'zm Joiip J. REhades n
‘Arizohd HE m'ﬂ"i s
) Vies ﬁm' \:1‘1?‘1\.
<Ford, waraing gagav gl
malipo 14 I\v"‘ﬂ“{ wwgﬂ*e in
suppuoct of the Freeient o
Ll ther soughl ottt a beinging
with Hag d:ld St. Clali
| the aguaiing
| preparation of a stsiement
(i whith he called for 25r
Nixon's resienation and s‘ 'xl
hie would vote for Inmipe
ment Arlicle | — aueg'm_
ubsiruction of justics in tho
Watergate ¢oyerup — if the
Presiden did not resign.

B LAsuy

When M. Nizom and Wig
gins roleszed their siaie
{_ments in Jlose ordel Mun-

day arternoon, ihe impacs
touched off a storm in the
| Housa, Impeachment senti-
! mnent, diready peraans iw.
to o2 reached  near-
| unanimily within an hour,
! aceording v Represeniative
| <John B, Anderson (Bep-1il.).
Wiggins,

relaxing in shicl-

X m.uy R apresemia-

- Calif.) was given a°

Judfelary Commillze Had |

Tpgvidence)

ERRIC

o
slesves' yesterday—with col-
ormhii’,,h of the President
and yice presidant hdnging
o his m’[zw wail—yocaliad
details of his nvolvemient in
Jhe faietul 2yvenls of the jast
lew days,

“The sccpacis  began.'
Wigging said, “Wheu Jia S,
Clair asked me Friday aiter.
noent ta eome down io e
White Heuse tu talk 0 len
aml AL Hing R did net o -
“ate Lhe subject matter.”

Acveording  to  Wipgins,
Haige began wuh- pleasan-

o, Raviny tha! neand the
Presideol  appremared Lhe
work  Wigdins had Yeen

dofnz on the Judiciary Com-
witkea, My Nmxon had not
spoken 1o Wiggins personut-
i bacHse “he fell o was
nol appropidafe to talk e
.nt_'rn'wn of  the commit-
Clee Taule wld the congress-
WL,
aiting “awtito .,u-.mEan
\':. Claly  relerred  to . the
preparation of 64 tape tran-
sefipts which Me. Nixoiihad
hoon arderdd T utn over to
L4 Distriet Judfe John J

sSirica, 81 Clair said hé had
gome Avross 3 tdpe wilth
“iew Cinformestion’” o a
June 23 1472 meeting he-
the President and
en-Uhisl  of stafl BR
Huldeman,

Twaen

St Ulalr pushed a five
prge transeript of the tape
HELORS the 1 !.'ut‘ o Wiggius.
he poad i, re-
il ;'*' sl l aasin,
LR 20U :‘U.Il?[‘.

canee of e
trutige W immediarsly

alpdlmv to me” Wiaging

u.a'isuﬂ 'E“spLM ing “n:lT i 0.

flisfad  with public  state
wents of Me Nixon that he
had 1ot tried to nse theOlA
ro Lymit the P8I investigu-
vign #f Watorgate for politi.

ol rearons, ;

Haig. asked wnat the dis-
cipstre  of ths iranscript
[ u‘ld menn

ald it would have an
o‘wi Wodramatic mpaet,”
Wikt relmted. “Tt would

"be ded as the smoking

A {that is, direct evidepow
Fathor then -clrewmstandial
and that publiere.

" Ahey

action woyld be akin to the
Saturday Night Massacre

(the Geteber 20.) 1973 firing §

of special grosecutor Archi-

bald Cox and the resigna- -

rions of Attornsy General
Elliot Richiardson and ie-
partment Attorney General

William D. Ruckeishaus).

“f gaid the memberss of
thay  Judiciary Committes
who veted against articls I
would have to reassess their
mositions because of this evi-
dence af parsnnal p:r!:sic!en-
liad - particigs diom o e
coverup—in fact the onlyef-
idence, something I believed
did not exist.” |

Wigging said he told the
President's men the iape

“yway so damaging that the
"question no longer was of
impeachment in the. House

; it of ennviction in he Hen-

ate, and the President had (2
consider *he pessibihsy m’
régiznation,”

Halg and S Clair shid
ardersiond  that, ac-
corditg in W‘:gains bt that

 Vobvicusly it waz very ditft-

cuit for a staff member to
raise’ it (resiganation? with
the Progident.”
Wiggine' raply was that ke
understond their preblem
“Rut Temade it clear

- f.h{L resignation should be
.Lt.o.:«*iv considerad by the

Prasideiit in the interest of
the eountry, the Repohlican
..l!"'V anid
sonal iuferest
‘m *}.-L questian af diselo-
1nld the aides
1 fhoiehl the President had
o L eptipns —  claim his
l«’ml‘ Amendment privilége
aguinst  possible sgell-
incrimination, or tucn over
ibe tape and tramscript to
Siriea  and the  Judiciary
Commities,
S, Clair -responded that
u.m Wwas 1o’ intention 1
Idlh{‘ld thE mifa“al ng-
gins said yeﬂtexduy he would
Rave made the disclosure
himsell If it had been with-
held by the White House.

According o W St
Chair and Hang salidggl}i;: Had
not known of the existence
of the tape until shortly be-
icce they met with Wiggins,

E!‘

. thai Haig

AL Nixon'y owa’

oo

alihough the President had
listened to it May 2 when lie
WaR preparing an appeal 1o
the Supreme Court that the

.tape was protected by excc-

utive privilege.

‘Wiggins said he comment-
vd thal “an awthil lot of peo-
ple have been led down the
garden paih by this" and
and St Clair in
dicated they .had been put
ugon themselves:”

The congrassman satd the
hour-long meeling ended
with hia pledge to kéep the
infermation confidential un-
tii the President had a
chance to-put a staterment
together.

“1 don’t kmow to ihis day
7 why I was invited down
there.” Wigging said. A cou-
ple of Judiciary Commitiee
members speculated thatl it
was-gimply to test the reac-
tion of the President’s most
articilate defondsr in the
Honge,

Wiggins said he went back
to his office “greatly dis-
tressad” 'and spent the
waekand ' reflecting on the
kind of statement he should
propare. Still in turmoil
when he f{inished it, he
choked back tears ss he
read the words haltingily be-
fore {elevisicn cameras:

“Tailing (resignativg)
with great reluctance and
desp personal sorrow [ am
prepared to conclude that
the magnificent career of
public service wof Richard
Nixon must be terminated
involuntarily and I shall sup-
port those portions of drticle
1 of the bill of impeachment
adopled by the Judiciary
Comnittee which are sus-
tained by the evidesice.”




