
N
ixon W

ith F
ull H

onor 
"M

aybe N
ixon and his fam

ily have agreed 

am
ong them

 on a sm
all, private cerem

ony. 

A
fter all, W

ashington m
ust hold som

e terribly 

unpleasant m
em

ories for them
." 

W
illiam

 R
aspberry 

T
reating M

r. 
R

ich
ard

 N
ix

o
n
 seem

s to
 b

e g
ettin

g
 

b
e
tte

r. M
o
n
d
a
y
's m

e
d
ic

a
l b

u
lle

tin
 

hinted that he probably w
ould be w

alk-
- Ing soon. It w

as the second consecutive 
• o

p
tim

istic b
u
lletin

 an
d
 fo

llo
w

ed
 w

h
at 

D
r. Jo

h
n
 C

. L
u
n
g
ren

 called
 "h

is b
est 

"• m
orning since hospitalization." 

•1 ' T
h
a
t's g

o
o
d
. G

o
o
d
, o

f c
o
u
rse

, b
e
-

. cau
se it in

v
o

lv
es th

e life o
f a h

u
m

an
 

▪
 b

ein
g
 an

d
 th

e ag
o
n
y
 o

f h
is fam

ily
. B

u
t 

i good, as w
ell, because the nation needs 

R
ich

ard
 N

ix
o

n
 aliv

e n
o

w
. O

r to
 p

u
t it 

41  m
o
re b

ald
ly

, h
is d

eath
 m

ig
h
t p

ro
d
u
ce 

m
o

re
 d

iv
isiv

e
n

e
ss a

n
d

 ra
n

c
o

r th
a
n

 
ev

en
 th

e last d
ay

s o
f h

is p
resid

en
cy

. 
Im

ag
in

e, fo
r in

stan
ce, th

e p
ro

b
lem

 
e o

f d
ecid

in
g
 w

h
eth

er th
ere sh

o
u
ld

 b
e a 

fu
ll state fu

n
eral. M

illio
n

s o
f A

m
eri-

can
s—

an
d

 n
o

t all o
f th

em
 d

ie-h
ard

 
N

ix
o
n
 su

p
p
o
rters—

w
o
u
ld

 in
sist th

at 
w

h
at ev

er th
e m

an
's fau

lts, as a fo
rm

er 
p
resid

en
t, h

e sh
o
u
ld

 b
e acco

rd
ed

 th
e 

—
 fin

al d
ig

n
ity

 th
at fo

rm
er p

resid
en

ts 
h

av
e alw

ay
s b

een
 acco

rd
ed

, w
h

atev
er 

• their faults. 
M

illio
n
s m

o
re —

 an
d
 n

o
t all o

f th
em

 
confirm

ed N
ixon haters.—

w
ould insist 

th
a
t th

is fo
rm

e
r p

re
sid

e
n
t is u

n
lik

e
 

an
y
 o

th
er fo

rm
er p

resid
en

t; th
at h

e 
m

an
ag

ed
 to

 av
o

id
 fo

rcib
le rem

o
v

al 
fro

m
 h

ig
h
 o

ffice o
n
ly

 b
y
 resig

n
in

g
 in

 
th

e face o
f certain

 im
p

each
m

en
t; th

at, 
sav

e fo
r h

is co
n
tro

v
ersial p

ard
o
n
 b

y
 

his appointed successor, he alm
ost cer-

ta
in

ly
 w

o
u

ld
 h

a
v

e
 fa

c
e
d

 c
rim

in
a
l 

ch
arg

es an
d

, q
u

ite lik
ely

, im
p

riso
n

-
m

en
t 

It w
o

u
ld

 b
e b

ad
 en

o
u

g
h

, th
ey

 w
o

u
ld

 
say

, th
at h

e an
d
 M

r. F
o
rd

, b
y
 th

e co
m

-
b
in

atio
n
 o

f resig
n
atio

n
 an

d
 p

ard
o
n
, 

m
an

ag
ed

 to
 fru

strate th
e ju

d
icial p

ro
c-

ess. B
u
t h

o
w

 co
u
ld

 an
y
o
n
e p

o
ssib

ly
 

ju
stify

 a h
ero

's fu
n
eral? 

S
o
ld

iers w
h
o
 d

isg
race th

em
selv

es 
in

 b
a
ttle

 a
re

, a
fte

r a
ll, n

o
t h

o
n
o
re

d
 

w
ith

 flag
-d

rap
ed

 co
ffin

s at A
rlin

g
to

n
. 

B
u
t, th

en
, m

o
st b

u
rials o

f serv
icem

en
, 

in
 A

rlin
g

to
n

 o
r elsew

h
ere, are rela-

tively private affairs. B
urials of form

er 
presidents have, until now

, been public 
sp

ectacles, w
h

ich
 is w

h
at m

ak
es th

e 
problem

 so difficult. 
It w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e b

een
 far easier if im

-
p

e
a
c
h

m
e
n

t h
a
d

 ru
n

 its c
o

u
rse

. F
o

r 
then, N

ixon w
ould either have been ex-

o
n
erated

 an
d
 h

is p
resid

en
cy

 sav
ed

, o
r 

h
e
 w

o
u

ld
 h

a
v

e
 b

e
e
n

 c
o

n
v

ic
te

d
 a

n
d

 
th

ro
w

n
 o

u
t o

f o
ffice in

 o
b
v
io

u
s d

is-
grace. 

B
u

t h
e resig

n
ed

, w
ith

o
u

t an
y

 o
fficial 

fin
d

in
g

 o
f g

u
ilt, ex

cep
t as im

p
lied

 in
  

h
is accep

tan
ce o

f th
e F

o
rd

 p
ard

o
n
. 

N
o
w

 h
e is in

 b
ad

 h
ealth

, an
d
 th

e q
u
es-

tion, how
ever indelicate, is there. 

T
h
e p

o
in

t h
ere is n

o
t to

 b
e m

o
rb

id
 

but sim
ply to acknow

ledge the inevita-
b
le an

d
 to

 su
g
g
est th

at so
m

eo
n
e o

u
g
h
t 

to
 b

e th
in

k
in

g
 ab

o
u
t h

o
w

 to
 d

eal w
ith

 
it. M

ay
b

e so
m

eo
n

e alread
y

 is; it isn
't 

ex
actly

 th
e so

rt o
f th

in
g
 y

o
u
 call a 

press conference on. M
aybe N

ixon and 
his fam

ily have agreed am
ong them

 on 
a sm

all, p
riv

ate cerem
o

n
y

. A
fter all, 

W
ash

in
g

to
n

 m
u

st h
o

ld
 so

m
e terrib

ly
 

u
n

p
leasan

t m
em

o
ries fo

r th
em

. M
o

re-
over, there is the risk that som

eone w
ill 

b
e su

fficien
tly

 h
atefu

l an
d
 tasteless to

 
d
o
 so

m
eth

in
g
 th

at w
o
u
ld

 sh
atter w

h
at-

ever dignity a state funeral w
ould con-

fer. 
B

u
t m

o
re lik

ely
, n

o
b

o
d

y
 is d

ealin
g

 
w

ith
 it at all. C

ertain
ly

 n
o
 ad

m
in

istra-
tio

n
 o

fficial is lik
ely

 to
 d

o
 so

 w
ith

o
u
t 

w
o
rd

 fro
m

 th
e P

resid
en

t. A
n
d
 P

resi- 

d
en

t F
o

rd
, o

n
 h

is reco
rd

, h
as n

o
t q

u
ite 

co
m

e to
 g

rip
s w

ith
 th

e fact th
e N

ix
o
n
 

leav
e-tak

in
g

 w
as n

o
t ju

st an
o

th
er res-

ig
n
atio

n
 b

ased
 o

n
 h

ealth
 o

r "p
erso

n
al 

reasons." 
M

r. F
ord, in the event w

orse cam
e to 

w
o

rse, co
u

ld
 b

e ex
p

ected
 to

 rem
em

b
er 

o
n
ly

 th
at R

ich
ard

 N
ix

o
n
 u

sed
 to

 b
e 

p
resid

en
t, an

d
 n

o
t th

at h
e left in

 d
is-

grace. 
T

h
at w

o
u
ld

 m
ean

 a state fu
n
eral, ly

-
in

g
 in

 state at th
e C

ap
ito

l, a fu
n

eral 
procession, burial w

ith honors—
every-

th
in

g
. A

n
d
 th

e resu
lts alm

o
st certain

ly
 

w
o

u
ld

 in
clu

d
e th

e reflam
in

g
 o

f an
ti-

N
ix

o
n
 p

assio
n
s an

d
 ren

ew
ed

 p
o
litical 

strife
 in

 a
 n

a
tio

n
 a

lre
a
d

y
 in

 tro
u

b
le

 
enough. 

O
n
 th

e o
th

er h
an

d
, P

resid
en

t F
o
rd

 
w

o
u
ld

 b
e in

 alm
o
st as m

u
ch

 p
o
litical 

tro
u

b
le if h

e d
ecid

ed
 n

o
t to

 h
o

n
o

r h
is 

p
red

ecesso
r. B

ey
o
n
d
 th

at, h
e w

o
u
ld

 b
e 

o
p
en

 to
 ch

arg
es o

f ab
ject in

g
ratitu

d
e. 

O
n
e w

ay
 o

u
t w

o
u
ld

 b
e fo

r th
e N

ix
o
n
 

fam
ily to hold a private service in C

ali-
fo

rn
ia an

d
 fo

r th
e F

o
rd

 fam
ily

 to
 at-

ten
d
 it. 

T
h

ere is an
o

th
er w

ay
 o

u
t th

at I fin
d

 
ev

en
 m

o
re attractiv

e, an
d
 th

at is fo
r 

R
ichard N

ixon to live to a ripe old age, 
g
iv

in
g
 tim

e fo
r o

u
r p

assio
n
s to

 co
o
l 

an
d
 fo

r h
is p

lace in
 h

isto
ry

 to
 b

e m
ad

e 
clear. 

F
or th

at reaso
n

 at least, I am
 reas-

su
re

d
 b

y
 th

e
 b

u
lle

tin
s o

u
t o

f L
o
n
g
 

B
each. 


