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pples in the 
Old Mill Pond 

By Russell Baker 

Prchard Nixon is stirring. At San 
Clemente, The Lein Angeles Times re-
purs, old familiar scenes are being 

enacted. Abplanalp, Rebcrep, Mitch-
ell—the old familiar niumes--assem-
i,ie, although not around the old fam-
iliar tape recorder, one assumes. The 
chief is pondering his next move.. 

The Times reports the advice hti 
getting: Sell San Clemente- 71unit 
tat to be a gift to American poker-
ity?—pack his pardon and move to 
New York, theta to re-establish com-
munication with national and inter-
eitional leader!. 

It recalls the opening of 'The Bride 
of Frankenstein," to which the bat-, 
tered Karloff, 'supposedly de stroYed 
in the burning of the old mill, emerges 
unscorched from a convenient cellar 
pond and sets forth on another romp. 
Nixon has more lives than Lazarus, 
and this talk of another transcontin-
entd move to New York suggests that 
someone is already working on what 
1:-e Watergate gang used to call a 
...!nsrio for the coming revivification. 

!-:cene One: Nixon sells San Clemente 
And buys a Fifth Avenue apartment 
in the same building tnhabited by 
Nelson Rockefeller. now Vice President 
of the United States. 

Scene Two: Using electronic bugs 
placed in Rockefeller's apartMent, 
Nixon obtains a tape of Nelson ear 
ing to Happy, "To hell with Ronald 
Reagan." 

Scene Three: Nixon takes the tape 
to Reagan. On hearing it, Reagitn says. 
-To hell with Nelson Rock.efeller." 
oeageerelectdes to rally right-wile lie-
publiong to throw Rockefeller off the 
ticket ih 1976- 

Scene' Four Back in New York, 
Nixon carefully takes off his necktie, 
..vidcb conceals si tiny recording de- 

ice.; He take; 	- of Reagan 
say0g4  'Ttot be 
feller to his 
teller;  Rockefeitike 
Reagan to the.. 
thwaepublicaW: 

kerne ' Five: 
(*water to Tiell him ki hfrier York. 
kit ,pleys him•teges :01'• both 'Reagan 
an4.-Rockotellier threatening'. to spilt 

,'party. Senator 
'gosh, something 

t these fellOVS.'!' 
feeling exactly." `,1* 
Ideas?" asks GoldWil 004 
says..Nixon, 	• ...Tgo, 
' Scene Six: Several 4ml later Nixon 
ollenes Goldwater 

matter`' 	discos- "About that nasty inanity' 	discos-. 
L'ee other day," he says.' Vie 

got an Idea."• "Forget it, Dick," says 
Barry. "With that pardon hanging over 
your head, you wouldn't have a prayer 
of getting on the ticket." Nixon says, 
"Of iourse not, and I wouldn't dream 
of accepting it if offered. But it you 
took the job, Barry, it would unite 
the party and elect President Ford." 

Scene Seven: Next day Goldwater 
telphones Nixon. "The only trouble 
With your idea, 

be 	
he says, "is 

that I'd have to be Vice President, and 
it's morework than I want to take on." 
Nixon says, "Don't be silly Barry. 
Haven't you ever heard of the Twenty-
fifth' Amendment? Once you and Ford 
are elected, all you have to da is re-
sign, and Ford can appoint another 
Vice President." 

Scene Eight: At the Republican Na-
tional Convention, which is paralyzed 
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in the split between Reagan and Rocke-
feller, Goldwater offers to take the 
Vice-Presidency for the sake of the 
party, President. Ford agrees to take 
him, aft. getting the approval of 
Henry K.seinger. 

Scene Nine: The Ford-Goldwater 
ticket is elected and sworn in. Next 
day Goldwater resigns. Nixon tele-
phones Ford and demands that Ford 
appoint him to fill the vacancy. "Gosh, 
1 don't know, Dick," says Ford. 
"Don't try to welch on me," says 
Nixon. "You owe me plenty. Didn't 1 
help you get America over a bad patch 
by letting you pardon me when there 
wasn't a rap any court in the country 
could have hung on me if I'd gone 
to -trial?" 

Scene Ten: Ford appoints Nixon 
Vice President. The Democratic Con-
gress ratifies the appointment so the 
Democrats will have an issue to run 
en in 1978. 

Scene Eleven: Nixon calls at the 
House and insists that Presi- 

4doot Ford resigin."Gosh, Dick, why?" 
gecicrord. "You owe it to me,"  says 

"If I hadn't engineered the 
'.Gbldviater notninatlon for the Vice-

Presidency,. Reagan and Rockefeller 
would have split the party and you 
wouldn't be President today. Besides, 
I have a much broader grasp 'of for-
eign policy than you have." Ford 
hesitates. "I just don't know, Dick," 
he says. "Have you talked to Henry 
about thisr And Nixon says, "Henry 
and I see eye to eye." 

Scene Twelve Ford resigns, Nixon 
becomes President of the United 
States. He immediately starts planning 
for the next eletion. 

In play in Peoria. 
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