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[t Reportedly Denies Request Because
He Has Not Admitted Wrongdoing
in Connection With Watergate Case

. NYTimss
An attempt by former Pres-|
Ident Richard M, Nixon to re-J
sign from the state bar has|
been rejected by a New York
court because he has not ‘admit-
ted wrongdoing in connection
with thé Watergate scandal,
sources famillar with the secret
@ sources said Mr.:Nixon,
has publicly stated
he does not-intend to practica’

who

Nlaw again, would not be permit- .

‘ted to resign from the state
bar ‘nnless he acknowledged

e Ml b Amitog
ﬂlh'mt in the way

Lig) m‘ 18 “d' 10 ‘m‘m
letter o! resigna-

jwas admitted to practlce in
i1963. A lawyer is licensed to
practice throughout the state,
and any action by the, court|
affects a lawyer's ability to
practice statewide. ‘

The investigation has n
carried out by the committes/
on grievances of the Associa-
tion of the Bar of the City|
of New York, which has been
designsted by the Appellate Di-
vigion to instityte d;sciplimry'
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proceedings in its jurisdiction,
which takes in :h{si Bronx as
well 3s Manhattan. |
According to the sources, the
letter that the court rejected
was drafted by Raymond G,
arroca of the Washington law
irm of Miller, Cassidy, Lm-rocal
' Lewin '

These sources said that the|
er referred to ‘Mr. Nixon’s,
galth, but made no mention
o i Watergate,
Both Mr. 'midimd ilarbtiﬂd
' \Stevuns, F ustice
ppeumnurtn,gﬂeclined
to com ment on the
3 case.

.iI{fgi-: |

tges  of % g - disciplinary
DrO eding be conducted in se-
Mr. Nixon, who practiced lavw
A
i 1968, was also 2 member

‘the California and United

'. tes Supreme Court bars. He

15

is being
ciplinary _autherities s tanta:

mount to an admission of char-

ges of professional misconduct,

According to the sources fa-
miliar * with - the '
proceeding, lawyers for the ex-
Presldent have bgen negotiating
for the last several months
on ways that their client would’
be allowed to resign. I

These sources said that the

i ma:;jin the Wall Street law

| (and conspiracy

thur L. Y has il
rettined ag specigl eoun

Peither lawyer oonld = be
teached for comment yester.

day.

Mr. Bononi was out of ths
‘city, and Mr. Liman, & partner
in the law firm of Paul. Weiss

(Rifkin, Wharton. & Guary
|Was In court gll dav on apothe
(magar

The sonrces said that at leas
one previous latter of resipna-
ton that was submittad -hy
Mr, Nizon's lawyers had bee
rejected becausa it did not con-

form o the requirements of
the ite court and the
ibar ation,

They said they did not know
whether Mr, Nixon would be
given an additional opporturity
to resi%n or if formal charges
would be brought against him
shartly, i

These charger would be
drawn up by the bar-associa-
ticn commitiee, and according
to the sonrces familfar wit
the case, would resemble the
article of impeachent drafted
by the Hpuse Judiciary Com-
.mittee in the snmmer of 1974
|Bnt they would be cast in terms
of violations of the Code of|
Professional Responsibllity, a

are reqnired to observe,

fUnder &atetkaw, the failure
of a er appear at a
discipinary hehring would be
decmed an ‘admission of guilt
mhe charges brought against

set of ‘rules that all lawyers|

_Ihgmuate Divifion, whick

is the court that would preside
over snch a. hearing; ls the
same court' that granted Mr,

York bar on Dec. 5, 1963, .
m i e * A

a practicing lawyer for: many

on did ngt have

! . In-

a’ word

_ NoBar Examination
At that time, he became 3

Mudge, § Baldwin
& Todd, wlfich m became

e had already been

Nixon, Mudge, Rose, Guthrie,
Alexander & Mitchell. [

His former law partner, John
N. Mitchell, was disbarred in|
New York last July 3. Mr.!
Mitchell; a. former = Upited
States Altorney General, was
one of four Nivon Adminisira-
tion officials who were convlct.
ed on Jan, 1, 1975, of periury
3 phstroet jus-
tice in the Watergate seandal.
On March 1, 1974 a Federal

!gmnd jury named Mr, Nixon,
'then the President, as an'unin.
dicted co-conspirater in the

Case.



