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,'-axon Is Said to Halt Friends' Efforts for TV 
telefision aopearance. 	 DAY. MARCH 27, 1975 

l'bev said their discirsianns 
Pracilaien in the nature of their 

By EVF-RETT R. HOLLES 
speed MTh* t•iew York Mins 

SAN CLEMENTE, Calif., :  

March 26—Richard M. Nixon 

was reliably reported today tol 

have called a halt, at least 1  

kir Use time being, to efforts 
a,group of friends to obtain 

'ids around $250,000 for his 
appearance on television to dis-

;uss his years in the White 
House. 

Negotiations for a "Nixon 

spec ial," 	initiated 	several 

peeks ago and described here , 

ey a former aide as "unauthor-

'ed -.exploratory talks" from 

which Mr. Nixon remained& 

ilogf,,grew out of the group'. 
pnrem over his dwindling fi-

iances and steadily mounting 

tagal expenses, which may total 

36a-fits a half-million dollars. 

The group includes Coast 
ausinessmen, a television per-
lianality and a former military 
tide. 

Recent developments have 
made the project inadvisable 
at this time, although It may 
perhaps be reconsidered at 
some later date." a former 
*sitter of the Nixon White 
Rouse staff said In discussing 
gee decision to abandon for 
the time being further talks 
Pith television industry offi-
ftle. 

'A Standing Offer' 

°Although the matter Is now 
* a standstill: in accordance 
with Mr. Nixon's wishes, he 
its a standing offer of opproid-
matey $250,000 from one icsde-
sondent program producer who 
I prepared to go ahead when-
!ter Mr. Nixon is agreeable, 
4U1 there is solid interest in 
ither quarters," he said. 
.. The solace of the pending 
sffer was not identified. 
;The "recent developments" 
Ifluencing Mr. Nixon's deed-
iion, according to the hiker-
nant, included by were not 
anited to the controversy 
:luched off by the CBS televt-
nem network's reported pay- 

of $50,000 to H. R. Haide-
nan for his two-pant Watergate 
r4erview, as well as pubic 
:rsticism leading to the recent 
:ancellations of lecture tours 

z Ronald L. Ziegler and John 
Dean 3d. 

.,An inquiry at MT. Nixon's 
)ifice here was anwered with 
he following statement: by 
leranne Miller, a staff assistant: 

'Because of commitments Mr. 
sliaton already has in meeting 
leadlines for publication of the 
'first volume of his memoirs, 
ind also because of continuing 
Tatrictions placed on his activ-
l3t by his doctors, it is not 
'ossible to schedule any inter-
saws in the foreseeable fu-
see." 

Geposition by Ziegler 

sir 7 i. aler, who was Mr • 

Nixon's White House. press 
chief and accoraisanted him into 
retirementi last Aug: I? as his 

p 	",.:I Adviser,- was under- 
st 	have strongly Opposed 

th 	vision protect from the 
ou 	following his own brief 
ve 	',afore the public and 
his 	t-hand opportunity to 

he national mood. 
niter President's physi- 

cia 	Sphn Lurtgren of Long 
Be 	rid his attorneys, Her- 
bert?* 	ler Jr. in Washington 
antis, n IButler in Los An- 
gel 	Iso were critical of the 
pr 	at having medical and 
po 	legal risks. 

iegler was quoted by 
a stagee as Saying that "the 
tirrasi—jed the public's perspec-
tive Are net yet right"  for Mr. 
NiXoriao embark on public ap-
pearantes of any kind. 

Cin Feb. 22, amid efforts to 
obtain a financial commitment 
for,,a Nxon television appea-
rance, the former Special Prose-
cutor, Leon Jaworski, publicly 
cared on the former President 
to come forward and tell the 
American people "the truth 
abc.it Watergate." 

Mr. Dean, in abandoning his 
lecture tour, also urged Mr. 
Nixon to explain publicly his 
role in the scandai.a s did Mr. 

Haldeman in the first of his 
two paid interviews an CBS 
television last Sunday evening, 

.',. 
 

Haldeman Assessment 

Echoing the comment attri-
buted to Mr. Ziegler, Mr. Halde-
man said he was not sure that 
the man he served as White 
Noose chief of staff was ready 
to )sffer such an explanation 
or that the nation was yet 
"in,a mood of acceptance for 
what he would have to say." 

Gibe of the group of Nixon 
friends said such statements, 
in themselves, virtually ruled 
out.any possibility of the for- 
me to 	agreeing to ap- 
peal on television or accepting 

.a  any of the many lecture offers 
he s received. 

I was learned that among 
tilt* involved, either in discus-
siort of the advisability of a 
Nix television appearance of 
rnori

qn 
  directly in the loosely 

coordinated "exploratory" talks 
were the following: 

Paul Presley, San Clemente ,  
motel man and Mixon neighbor; 
Mrs. Ziegler, Rabbi Baruch 
Rolf. who heads the money-
nelsing Nixon Justice Fund; 

:ltCsarmon, a former speech . , 
who Is helping Mr. Nix-

nn ewith his memoirs; Johnny 
Grant of Los Angeles television 
station 1CTTV who is a Nixon 
frierid of many years, and Mr. 
Nixon'a former military aide, 
Col,...lack Brennan of the Ma-
rin" Corps who is stationed 
at nearby Camp Pendleton. 

T. Presley and Rabbi /Corti 
confirmed that they had been 
active in soliciting bids fnr a 
"Ninon special" but stressed 
that no attempt had been made 
to "sell" Mr. Nixon for a paid  

l
had been in the nature of 

responses and explorations of 

'earlier inquiries and that their 

efforts had been purposely un-

dertaken without any direct 
authorization from Mr. Nixon. 

They said the national televi-
sion networks, among other 

news media, have had king-
standing requests for inter-

views with Mr. Nixon. 
The networks and indepen-

dent producers were said by 
two of Mr. Nixon's friends to 
have been told that if they 
were to amplify their earlier 
requests with a cash offer of 
around $250,000 and submit 

a program format meeting Mr. 
Nixon's approval he might be 

prevailed upon to appear on 

television. 
It was made clear to the 

television interests by Mr. Pres-

ley, Rabbi Korff and others 
that any proposal, to be accep-
table, would have to be a "his-
torical" documentary-type pro-
gram spanning the five and 
a half years of the Nixon Pres-
idency and not what Mr. Pres-
ley referred to as "merely a 
Watergate inquisition on the 
air." 

All questions about Water-
gate and the portion of the 
program devoted to them would 

r 

'have been subject to-Mr. Nix-
on's prior approval, Mr. Presley 

explained, in order to insure "a 
properly balanced program." 

The television officials also 
were told that it would be 

necessary to deal with Mr. 

Nixon's broad political philos-

ophy, his opinions on current 
world affairs and, particularly, 
his detente missions to Peking 
and Moscow and the with-
drawal of American troops 
from Southeast Asia, highlight-
ing those events through use 
of film clips. 

The $250,000 asking price, 
according to one informant, 
was first used by Mr. Nixon 

himself in casual conversation 

with a dinner guest at the 

Nixons' Casa Pacifica estate in 
January. 

The interest of Mr. Nixon's 

friends first centered on the 

three major networks, particu-
larly ABC whose news cover-

age of his Presidency Mr. 
Nixon always favored over that 
of CBS and NBC. 

Rabbi Korff acknowledged 
that "a fee of $250,000 was 
mentioned" in a recent discus-
sion that he had with an ABC 
official, whom he declined to 
Identify, as well as other condi-
tions that would have to be 

agreed to before the matter 
could be put before Mr. Nixon. 

Asked if he reported the con-
versation to Mr. Nixon, he said: 

"No, it was too embryonic to 

take to him." 
Another member of the "ex-

ploratory" group said he under-
stood that ABC had objected to 
paying such a large sum for 
what it envisaged as essentially 
a news program, but also to the 
restrictions placed on the ques-
tioning, particularly about 
Watergate and related events. 

This source said "soundings" 
of the CBS and NBC networks 
had produced reactions that 
there were no more encouraging. 

pperance by Him 


