Dear Jim, 8/21/15

Your 8/17 with enclosures came today. Before working #ff some of the feeling
that developed partly from the emotion generated by the chapter I wrote begiining
4 a.m. - the only way I can have undisturbed time - a few couments on your fascina-
ting tracing of and theorizing about the bone of the Pelcding man, I've read the
letter only, not the attached Times story, because as soon as I handle the rest of
the dayls mail that requires my attention I want to get back to writing so that I
can finish it before Howard, who phoned last night, gets here next week. I do need
someone to go over these things with an independent judgement of what is really
necessary as a matbdr of available record, not for literary purposes.

I made a few marks on your letter as I read it to guide me in this hasty comment,

Nixon's unwillingness to discuss Watergate in his TV deal lasted only as long
as a major net with a sophisticated news staff was in the bidding, It got them out
while jacking the price up. He can handle Frost and Frost's money sources, 80 he can
use this as part of his justification of himself.

In saying "no open part in campaigning" I think you touched on a point that
is being missed. How about his not open political activity? Reduced as it is, Nizon
8till has a following. The M repairman who came here day before yesterday used to
work in the Nixon White House., He is not for WG but he is still for Nixon, He
represents those who should know better but would still follow aNixon preference.
Ford ought not be too happy about a situation in which his only possible following
is reduced by a Wallace and endangered by a Nixon,

Ford as possible blackmailed into pardoning Nixon: Ziegler was on ABC's a.m.
news (ugh) program yesterday. He was asked this and spent a long time not answering,
Reynolds was considerate neough not to note the verbal stonewalling. The question
was had there been a deal. Ziegeler never answered, _

Nizon is a man singularly without accomplishment. You and he are both right in
regarding it as his triumph and you in moting that it was available to him only
because he hdd denied it to any other president.

Talkdng his desire for the agbassadorship a step further, it can in his own
mind add to his accomplishment after his debasements and make him feel like a real
success and it can be what he and his would regard as total absolution,

He does have a need for attention. It is part of his need to feel that he
really is somebody when deep down he knows he isn't. I agree what what I think you
are saying, that while he may not bé running around making speeches his silence will
be in public only and that he has let it be known that in private he will do as he
seesg fit.

In context this does bedome a kind of glaclmail.

Your theorizing about the potential of “using the bones in this is fascinating,

There is nothing that could do the same/ as delivering them.

But time is breathing down his neck,

So may the courts be. (The suit on his tapeas has missed what might be an
impirtent legal technicality, a special law on film.)

I'd like to believe that the flederal judges are beginning to worry a little
about their finking, That is what I was writing early this a.m. (Do you remember
anyone really addressing this from the record?

There is much I'd have liked to consider further on this fascinating bit.

But I have to keep up with the mail and I want to have all the text of the add
done before Howard gets here so he can recommend cutting before he starts work on
helping decide what priorifies there are in the appendix and suzgesting annotation.

If the Enquirer doesn t go for anything their good reporter took back I'm to
get enough from it to pay Howard, who phoned i.: happiness thas was mutual last night.

st,



17 August 1975

HW :
These two clippings add up to a low-key affirmation of our
developing suspicions about Nixon: there has been a fundamental
change in his posture, possibly indicating a new bargain of some
kind with Ford.

He is more cheerful and keeps busy, well enough to say he's
90 per cent new but not wm=ix too well to risk beiring subpoenaed
to testify in a court. The big change in his dickering with
Frost and others over TV rights is that he now says they can't
be released before the 1976 election is over. At the same time he
now is supposed to be willing to discuss Watergate.

To look back, last January he floated a couple of trial balloons
as he was emerging from his illness: he would like to resume
activity in GOP politics and also would like to be ambassador to
China. We thought then and believe even more firmly now that
his interest in GOP politics was a threat -- a threat ke is
tempering somewhat now by talk of discreet private calls to GOP
leaders but with the implication that he will take no open part
in campaigning until the 1976 election is over. But no defknite
commitment, so the threat may remain in the background.

Qur feeling that the Peking Man relics are somehow involved in
all this continues undiminished. You may recall that last spring and
early this summer Christopher Janus got considerable publicity about
the possibility of finding the bones in a cabin back of the Bendleton
iflarine Base. He even hired a helicopter and searched unsuccesgfully
for the cabin, then ostensibly abandoned the search. This gambit
was agompanied by talk of how nice it would be for Ford to take
the bones with him when he goes to Peking this fall. With no
vigible prospect of finding the bones in time, Ford presumably will
have to go to Peking without them.

What has this got to do with Nixon's posture ? Well, supppose
that during kkx his presidency Nixon managed to get hold of the bones
and salt them away somewhere for use later, such as when he returned
to Peking some day to re-establish full relations. Suppose that
somehow he still has control of them in some way. Note that he has
telephoned Ford at least fivertimes to the one time Ford phoned him
on his birth day. Note also that he has talked with Kissinger even
more by phone., None of this necessarily means anything, but there
is the possibility that if Nixon still controls the bones (and
Kissinger has to be in on it somehow) he very well could have
vetoed the idea that Ford would take the newly discovered bones to
Peking this fall, with the result that Janus had to call of his
search r%§her suddenly.

What 4f Nixon still wants to be ambassador to Peking, and plans
¥®m not only to take the bones with him but use them in the meantime
as a lever to get the appointment ? That's stretching things, but
20 was vetoing any rapprochement with China for 25 years until
he could pull it off himself. As for Ford, the prabability is
still high that if he could bring himgelf for be badckmailed intox
pardoning Nixon, there is no reason ﬁx suppose he couldn't be
pressured into naming him ambassador to Peking. As I've pointed out
earlier, there are reasons to think the Chinese would not be
unwilling to accept him, depending on other aspects of the bargain,
mainly the Taiwan situation.
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The bones ‘remain to be found, of course, and it always 1is
possiblyg that they may be found in time for Ford to take them this
fall. In which case he may have paid what Nixon's price was to
turn loose of them, assuming Nixon has control of them.

Nixon has a thing about China, regarding it as his greatest
triumph, so his desire to be ambassador fits in perfectly. &
It is clear that while he has softened his threat about mixing
in with GOP politics, he has no intention of s&&ying quietly at
San Clemente after the 1986 election is over and his memoirs
are finished and his version of Watergate not only published ar& but
aired on TV. Already he is talking of travelling abroad. To think
this is not serious, and not taken seriously bg both Republicans
and Democrats, is to rely on a totally unjfistified euphoria. His
nature is such that he cannot stay quiet in private but must be
in the public eye, soaking up the attention he must have. &
China is his best chance for such attention, he thinks, and he
has a time comtraint in the age of Mao and Chou. Delivered to
even another olster like Teng Shao-p'ing, the bones could make
much less of a splash, and none at all if turned over to some of
the younger party leaders who are working their way up through the
heirarchy.

We have clips on all items that have appeared bearing on this
possible comnection, and I've tried to keep Larry Finley up to date
on the Peking Man angle with the idea that he miight run into
something revealing about Janus.

This brings the situation up to date, I believe, in a general
way. The peregsistent reappearance of the Peking Man story in the
news during the past three years is too consistent to be ignored.
It has to mean something, and it could be part of a developing
bargain between Ford and Nixon with Kissinger functioning as
a point of contact if nothing else.

Best, .
%;; P
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David Frost Signs
To Interview Nixon;
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BEVERLY HIL[S Clllf-.Aug.
10—David Frost, the television
personality, | announced - today
that -he lnd _bought _the- exclu-
sive rl;hg to the "tdevlalon
momolrl “of Richard M. Nixon.

_Mr. Frost said he ‘and the
former, Prestdent M‘vw,
page contract. wtmhy
Bty on m&

W

television netwcn'kl last month
that th buyﬂmr!;htaj B

series
former President, =

ground that their company
Bohcnes did not permit them to
uy news exclusived.

NBC News, however, did
negotiate with Mr. Lazar on
the premise that the interviews
would be based on Mr, Nixon's
written memoirs when they are
completed,

Richard C. Wald, president
of the news division, denied
industry reports that the ask-
ing price for the televisionl

Pluidmt‘s state of mind.
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interviews was as high as §1-
million.

Mr. Frost said he sp-ent some
time with Mr. Nixon yesterday
and he found the former Presi-
dent “physically well.”

“He led us on a strenuous
tour of the house so we could
|get an idea of filming locations,
and I was astonished how vigor-
ous he looked. It was a total
contradiotions of the ailing man
I had pictured,” he said.

Watergate Discusslons

Mr. Frost said Mr. Nixon had
seemed “totally in touch with
reality”  during his conversa-
tmul, with_him. He made the

ﬁ Tesponse to a re-

'S qd_utlon concerning
various com-
ummm about the former

"At least one-quarter of the

ews would be devoted
to discussions of the Wate
affair, Mr. Frost smd. As
whether Mr. . Nixon

ad.
e

former President does not wish
to intervene in the political
debate of the next elections,”
Mr, Frost said.

Mr. Frost, the 36-year-old
son of a Mmhnd;st minister in
Kent, England burst onto the
American television scene in
1963 with an  Americanized!
version of “That Was the Week

That Was," a wenkly satirical
review that hid mada Mr,
Frmt a major star in Ergland.

“TW-3," as llr’ irreverent
show became known, lasted

two years, hut Mr. Frost was
back in 1969 shultling, often
more than once a week, be-
tween London and New York
where he taped a' syndicated
90-minute nightly talk show
that made him almost as fa-
mous as Johnny Carson,

Since 1972, when the David
P‘ront/Show was canceled, Mr.
Frost’s intérests have included
stints as a BBC interviewer,

“Interest here in Mr. Frost
has -centered on the celohrity
status of his well-publicized
romances, first with Diahann
Carroll, the actress and singer,

t||who broke the engagement and
married

someone else. Last
year, the scenario was repeated

when Karen Graham, & Vogue
cover girl, married a Las Vegas

Hotel operator.
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