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prelude to
' re.éignation

By Patrick J. Slovan e
Examiner Correspondent ’
WASHINGTON — “I was In this race as a boy.’

:'Rlchard M. Nixon's voice trailed off. Then he sobbed,’ t'ho
tears streamed down his face. oy
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That started George Aiken, the Repubhcgm senatur i

‘from Vermont and that hody s oldest member:. Likq most
of the other congressmen in. the room. Aiken had known
Nixon a long time: Tk i

, A e

- It-was aboul 8 p.m. Thursday in the cabinet l:nmg “_Q\
an hour, the President Would be on television with hig

tions: ‘under control, But just now. he was sitting at ﬂle x

cabinét table, weeping noisily and ui‘nung the city’i
powerfnl men into a group of blubberi gbables

~Nixon ‘paused 1o’ regain coniroi'?’ The Qtof& [
about his boyhood footrace and how he had been lapped
““But 1 stayed and still beat one fellow by an inch e Nixop
gaid. *'1 never was a quitter : SN

,'Hl‘

That caused Nikon tostart erying aga?n. At

and sobbing loudly. He fought for ‘cont 1mﬁce mqre “1 '

hope 1 haven't let you down "he said, » #FE
Accorchng to one congresman attending, the Iast state—

ment set. off another round of tears 1t was an errmtmna] !

-binge,”" he sald LT, e skl en N Gl

" The session was. Just qne of the ftqal hours of & ‘man
who underwent total humiliation with the world watching.

Tryving to piece together exactly what ha_ppg ed muw |

Nixon lived it produces only fragments

Was Nixon forced to resign? Bv. his staff? Bv his Re-
publican leaders in ‘Congress? Answers to what went on
- behind the scenes arehard to come, hv.

ﬁ “Listen.” said Aletandei' Haig, his ayes flashmg ST'm
,; the only one who talked to him 'about it.— just me and the
family. No one forced him. He made this decision afl by

a tune as Haig blurted the statement, Gerald R, Ford was
now President and Haig. still taul. was mingling wlth d
guests at the inaugural reception,

The music seemed to calm him His voice hecame -
“even. “This thwe is o'l oF instent expals _ . .7 The inter. !
" view was over. ‘3'5

There were no questions d'muf Nixon's fmal mmutes at ,.,
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‘$himself — by himsel”. ‘get it — inst like -he Eade all the A
"‘g!!!ggs.” . ,”

The Marine Band Inqide “the White Housa had ﬂfrur-k up i

the -White House. It was a pathetic Scene tnaL will Haunts

those who watched it on the %mﬂh Lawn of the White
House.

* Nixon lett trying to dlqgume what everyone knew

He seemed lo glide over a red carpet ﬂanked bv an
honor “guard, his face was a frozen thing, Gray showing
through his tanned features. a smile fixed and scary. As he
Tmounted & steps lo the waiting green and white helicop-

-ter. he turned.

Awkwardly, he Tng his right arm across his torso and |
"then thiew his arm in a giant wave that almest made him -
Jose his.balance. He recovered and extended both arms in

his campaign vietory sign.

Inside the helicopter, Nixon took his seat but the reflec-’
‘tion off the plexiglass window hid his face. For more thana |
.-minute as the rotors gained speed, all that some could see
was his hand. fingers extended as most photographers will

hquest

+ *“Oh, God," said one crest[a!len White HOUSE aide, ¢
#Why did he have to go this way. &
. But it was Nixon who decided on both the helicopter 4
and the circomstances for his final departure. He would be l
tresldnnt now i! Julie Nixon Eisenhower had prevallecl S
. “Julie wal _the ﬁghter and she. kept the. faml,[_"
lgamst resignation i _‘And she just
3ay, ‘Dadda_m'tﬂo




There he bruﬁ‘ down .'complétei&. 'crymg :lumself ut
ore his televillonmoch i

“3  Nixon managed to ‘choke the tears back as s uaxd
r’n-wall to. his cabinet and staff Fnday morning.
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