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Theodore R. McKeldin

Few communities in Maryland,
including Frederick, have been
visited as many times by so
distinguished a native son as

Theodore R. (for Roosevelt)
McKeldin. ‘

Mr. McKeldin — Maryland’s
‘““Mister Republican” — twice

%overnor and twice mayor of

altimore, died of cancer at his .

home in Baltimore early Saturday
morning. He was 73.

In national politics, Mr.
McKeldin's greatest moment came
in 1952 at the Republican National
Convention when he ‘nominated
Dwight David Eisenhower for the
Presidency. He said ‘“‘lke” was
needed to lead the Republican
Party, the nation and its allies
against the threat of communism.

One of Maryland’s
with a warm ‘‘folksy’ but
penetrating delivery, he had visited
in Frederick and Frederick County
on numerous occasions as he
criss-crossed Maryland
campaigning and on his schedule
as a speaker in constant demand,
on matters political or otherwise.

It was reported in The News-Post
of Feb. 20, 1942, that *‘although Mr.

"McKeldin has spoken to many
groups ana at various political
rallies in Frederick County he is
always welcomed by a Frederick
audience, being a most fluent,
impressive and entertaining
speaker...",
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‘ the

reat orators g

said he had '‘been impressed’’ by

'Teddy Roosevelt who had been

campaigning in Baltimore, later to
become President.
After working his way through
coll?Fe and earning a law degree at
niversity of Maryland in 1925,
Mr. McKeldin entered politics in
1927 in William F. Broening's
successful campaign for mayor of
Baltimore. He then served as
Broening's executive secretary
four years, returned to law practice
in 1931, was defeated for mayor in
1939 and defeated for governor in
1942. He was elected mayor in 1943
by the largest majority a
Republican ever received in that
predominantly Democratic city.

He scored the same kind of .
victory for governor in 1950 and

was re-elected in 1954.

Gov. McKeldin, although he held
a hard line against Communism, in
1952 repudiated the late Senator
Joseph
hunting down communists. ' -
- He was also a staunch civil rights
supporter before it was ‘‘popular,”
and in 1858 praised President
Eisenhower’s decision sending
federal troops into Little Rock, Ar.
to help 'achieve schoo
desegregation. He was also against
cay;tal unishment, and commuted
15 death sentences after allowing
four executions, for which he
publicly “‘repented.”

Theodore McKeldin always

s

ot
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cCarthy and his tactics in |
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Nixon's Tragedy:

FPsah )7y .
Personal And National

By Don Oakley

In the first 185 years of this nation’s history
since the adoption of the Constitution, seven
presidents out of 36 did not complete their
terms of office — three because of natural
death, four struck down by an assassin’s
bullet. Now, for the first time, a chief execu-
tive has removed himself through resigna-
tion. )

Richard M. Nixon, 37th President of the
United States, the man who once had every
expectation of ushering in America’s third
century of independence in 1976, facing
‘almost certain impeachment-and conviction
by Congress, subjected to intense pressure at
the end even from thoese who throughout his
career had been his strongest supporters, has
yielded to the inevitable.

The two-year-long national ordeal we call
Watergate has thus reached the denouement
that r_nani/ feared when the President was
first implicated in the unfolding scandal,
that more and more voices began calling for
as the months passed and the evidence
against him mounted and his every defense
collapsed, that some may have hoped for but
no pne, not even his most inveterate enemies,

. takes any joy in. '
espite the inevitability of this unprece-
dented event, despite all the signs and por-
tenits that were plain to read over the past
few weeks and days, the nation is in a state of
profound shock at what has happened. And

while the trauma we are now experiencing .

cannot be compared with the sudden, unex-
pected and wholly unreasonable removal of
the natjon's leader at the hands of an

assiassin, there is no less cause for mourning. '

\When a
méike no mistake about it, Richard Nixon, for
good or ill, was a giant of a president. But his
grzatness, unfortunately, was the greatness
of an Aaron Burr, not of a Jefferson. Like an
epic figure in a Greek tragedy, his down fall
wéls his own doing, the result of a fundamen-
tall flaw in character which, we can see now,
miade him unfit for the high office his un-
doubted talents and energies enabled him to
atftain. .

At the pinnacle of the American political
sysitem, wielding more rower than any single
man in the entire world, swept to a second
term by an overwhelming mandate from his
fellow citizens, Richard Nixon nevertheless
stopped to the shoddy and unsavory behavior
of 'a kind that one might expect from the
lowsliest ward heeler. -

T’here was not only Watergate and the
Prezsident’s attempts to shield subordinates

he should have been the first to expose. Here

giant falls, the earth shakes. And’

was a man who had been accorded the high-
est honor it is in the power of Americans to
bestow slashing his tax returns through

dubious loopholes as if mere money could |

possibly bring him anything he did not al-
ready have. Though the President’s tax trou-
bles did not figure in his impending impeach-

ment, it was one more factor in the decay of

the people’s trust and respect.

There was, finally and above all, Mr. Nix-

on's playing false with the American people

— his repeated assurances of his own inno-
cence and of his desire to “get to the bottom
of Watergate” even as he withheld evidence

and impeded the investigation until, after |

deceive and delay.
biThat, in the end, was that was unforgiva-
e. -

/

Yet even now it is not apparent that

Richard Nixon fully appreciates the nature
of what has befallen him, and through him,
the nation. To his dying day, he may well be-
lieve that he was-the victim of a massively
orchestrated plot by the press and his politi-
cal foes to subject him to the ultimate
humiliation of ;
‘presidency. In his own eyes he may be a mar-
ti;r who, for the welfare of the nation, made
the grandiose gesture of resigning.

If so, the personal tragedy of Richard Nix- .

on is only compounded the more.

What of America's tragedy? We now enter
a long period of national recuperation. We
‘are fortunate in having as new president a
man who is not only acceptable to the mil-

lions who voted for Richard Nixon but a man'

around whom all Americans can rally. (The

selection of Gerald Ford could, in fact, turn:
out to be the best thing Richard Nixon ever!

did for his country.)

Wounded as the nation is, it goes forward

under a Constitution that is more alive and
more valid than ever. Honesty and integrity
are still valued in America, still expected
and demanded of those to whom we entrust
leadership.

America will emerge stronger and better
and more truly free because of this ordeal.

(NEWSPAPER ENTERPRISE ASSN.)

TIMELY QUOTES

We often pray for %urity,

. unselfishness, for the highest
ualities of character, and forget
that these things cannot be given,
but must be earned. — Lyman
Abbott, American clergyman.

. two years, it was no longer possible to |

orced removal from the,



