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• A
ttorn

eys for th
e six m

en
 

facing trial in the W
atergate 

cover-up 
crim

inal  c
a

s
e
 

_Scheduled a m
eeting today 

to d
iscu

ss strategies to d
eal 

w
ith

 P
resid

en
t N

ixon
's re-

lease M
on

d
ay of tap

e tran
-

scripts that directly dam
age 

a
t lea

st tw
o
 o

f th
e d

efen
-

d
an

ts, in
form

ed
 sou

rces said
 

yesterday. 
T

he discussion is expected 
to cen

ter on
 an

 attem
p

t to 
postpone the cover-up trial, 
n

o
w

 sch
ed

u
led

 to
 b

eg
in

 
Sept. 9, at least until the im

-
p

each
m

en
t p

rocess h
as ru

n
 

its cou
rse in

 th
e H

ou
se an

d
 

Senate s  th
e d

efen
se sou

rces 
said- 

In; addition, attorneys I are 
expected to renew

 efforts to 
h

a
v
e th

e ca
se d

ism
issed

, 
m

oved
 or d

elayed
 b

ecau
se 

of m
assive prejudicial • pre-

trial publicity. In the w
ords 

o
f 'o

n
e . d

efen
se so

u
rce, 

"
n

ever h
ave th

e facts of a 
case b

een
 ad

vertised
 b

efore 
a trial lik

e th
ey h

ave b
een

 
in this one." 

T
he interest in delaying at 

least until the im
peachm

ent 
of P

resid
en

t N
ixon

 h
as ru

n
 

its cou
rse is p

rom
p

ted
 b

y 
the uncertainty over the ex-
ten

t of h
is role in

 th
e cover-

up 
itse

lf, th
e
 d

e
fe

n
se

 
sources sa

id
 

- A
t least one defense attor-

ney said he considers P
resi-

d
en

t R
ich

ard
 M

. N
ixon

 an
 

essential w
itness in the case, 

an
d

 p
oin

ted
 ou

t th
at a su

b
-

p
oen

a w
ou

ld
 b

e m
ore read

-
ily enforceable against a for-
m

er P
resident than a sitting 

P
resid

en
t 

"P
resident N

ixon's role in  

th
is caose is n

ow
 m

ore cru
-

cial th
an

 ever,"
 th

e d
efen

se 
attorney said yesterday. "H

is 
statu

s m
u

st b
e d

eterm
in

ed
 

before w
e can properly pre-

p
are a d

efen
se."

 
T

he law
yers' concern w

as 
arou

sed
 b

y th
e M

on
d

ay re-
lease of the transcript of the 
Ju

n
e 23, 1972, m

eetin
gs in

 
w

h
ich

 P
resid

en
t N

ixon
 or-

d
ered

 form
er W

h
ite H

ou
se 

ch
ief o

f sta
ff H

. R
. (B

o
b

) 
H

aldem
an to tell the C

IA
 to 

b
lock

 th
e F

B
I p

rob
e of th

e 
W

atergate break-in. 
In

 a
d

d
itio

n
, th

e tra
n

-
scripts show

 that H
aldem

an 
tol dN

ixon on that data that 
form

er A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral 
Joh

n
 N

. M
itch

ell h
ad

 con
-

lieved M
itchell w

as aw
are of 

th
e W

atergate b
reak

-in
 b

e- 
B

 o
th

 H
a

ld
em

a
n

 a
 n

 d
 

M
itch

ell are d
efen

d
an

ts in
 

th
e cover-u

p
 case. - 

A
lth

ou
gh

 th
e tran

scrip
ts 

a
re p

o
ten

tia
lly

 m
o

re d
i-

rectly d
am

agin
g to H

ald
e-

m
an

 an
d

 M
itch

ell, th
e d

is-
closure of the inform

ation is 
lik

ely to affect th
e d

efen
se 

strategy of every defendant 
in

 th
e ca

se b
eca

u
se o

f its 
fu

rth
er im

p
lication

 th
at a 

m
assive cover-up w

as under 
w

ay. T
h

e tap
es th

u
s cou

ld
 

b
e u

sed
 to b

u
ttress th

e con
-

sp
iracy case p

resen
ted

 b
y 

the W
atergate special prose-

cu
tor .again

st oth
er d

efen
-

dants. 
S

om
e d

efen
se attorn

eys 
contacted yesterday refused 
to com

m
ent at all about the 

im
p

a
ct o

f th
e ta

p
e tra

n
-

scripts on their cases. O
ther 

attorn
eys, u

n
d

er cou
rt or-

d
ers lim

itin
g th

eir d
iscu

s-
sions of the case, w

ould only 
m

ak
e gu

ard
ed

 assessin
en

ts  

o
f th

e ca
se b

a
sed

 o
n

 th
e - 

transcripts' release. 
T

h
ose p

erson
s fam

iliar 
w

ith the defense said in gen-
eral th

at p
ossib

le n
ew

 stra- 
tegies b

ein
g con

sid
ered

 at 
this point include: 

• R
aisin

g on
ce again

 th
e 

issu
e of p

reju
d

icial p
retrail 

publicity. "T
he potential ju-

rors w
ill h

ear ab
ou

t th
ese 

tap
es for w

eek
s. P

eop
le w

ill 
k

n
ow

 th
em

 b
y h

eart. T
h

e 
ju

ry is ou
t on

 th
is case an

d
 

it's n
ot even

 selected
 yet,"

 
one defense attorney said. 

A
ttorn

ey w
h

o h
ave lost 

their pretrial publicity m
ot- 

io
n

s o
n

ce a
lrea

d
y

 in
 th

is 
case said that if the new

 dis-
closu

res d
o n

ot force d
ia. 

m
issal of th

e In
d

ictm
en

t, a 
ch

an
ge of ven

u
e or a d

elay 
"th

ere n
ever w

ill b
e a p

oin
t 

w
h

ere p
reju

d
icial p

u
b

licity 
is so great"

 to force th
ose 

steps. 
A

sk
in

g
 th

at each
 

de- 
fen

d
an

t b
e tried

 sep
arately 

for his alleged crim
es in the 

W
atergate cover-u

p
. "

W
e 

shouldn't' b
e tain

ted
 b

y evi-
d

en
ce th

a
t is d

a
m

a
g
in

g
 

-against H
aldem

an by sitting 
at th

e sam
e d

efen
se tab

le 
w

ith him
," said one defense 

source bluntly. 
A

sk
in

g for a 
d
elay

 o
f 

th
e trial th

at is sp
ecifically 

tied to the N
ixon role in the 

cover-u
p

 an
d

 th
e n

ecessity 
for som

e fin
al action

 ab
ou

t 
th

e ex
ten

t o
f h

is in
v

o
lv

e-
m

en
t b

efore th
e d

efen
se in

 
the cover-up can begin. 

T
h

is la
tter m

o
v

e is th
e 

tactic apparently attracting 
m

ost of th
e atten

tion
 from

 
d

efen
se attorn

eys in
volved

 
in the case. 

"
L

ook
 at th

is situ
ation

,"
  

said
' on

e d
efen

se attorn
ey. 

"
T

h
e d

efen
d

a
n

ts in
 th

e 
cover-up trial are alm

ost cer-
ta

in
ly

 w
itn

esses a
g
a
in

st 
N

ixon
 in

 an
y S

en
ate trial. 

N
ixon is alm

ost certainly go- 
in

g to b
e called

 as a w
itn

ess 
in the cover-up trial; m

ean-
w

h
ile, w

e're h
avin

g- to p
re-

p
are a d

efen
se for a seriou

s 
crim

inal 
case 

again
st ou

r 
clients. L

aw
yers can only do 

so m
any things at once." 

A
ttorn

eys in
d

icated
 th

ey 
w

ou
ld

 first attem
p

t to h
ave 

U
.S

. D
istrict Ju

d
ge Joh

n
 J. 

Sirica postpone the case, but 
sa

id
 th

a
t if h

e rejects th
e 

m
otion they w

ould m
ove im

-
m

ed
iately, an

d
 as far as th

e 
Suprem

e C
ourt if necessary, 

to block the rial. 
D

efen
se a

tto
rn

ey
s d

is-
cou

n
ted

 rep
orts th

at an
y of 

th
e d

efen
d

a
n

ts w
o
u

ld
 b

e 
ru

sh
in

g
 to

 p
lea

d
 g

u
ilty

 
so

lely
 a

s a
 resu

lt o
f th

e 
tapes disclosure. 

"T
here's a w

ait-and-see at-
titu

d
e,"

 on
e attorn

ey said
. 

"
If w

e lose all of ou
r p

re-
trial attem

pts" then the case 
"

m
ig

h
t b

e, sh
o
rten

ed
 b

y
 

som
e guilty please," another 

attorney added. 
S

ev
era

l a
tto

rn
ey

s a
lso

 
p

oin
ted

 ou
t th

at th
e tap

ed
 

con
versation

 on
ly in

clu
d

ed
 

on
e d

efen
d

an
t, H

ald
em

an
, 

an
d

 th
at an

y oth
er d

efen
d

-
an

ts referred
 to in

 th
e con

-
versation

 cou
ld

 argu
e as a 

d
efen

se th
at H

ald
em

an
's 

version
 of d

iscu
ssion

s w
ith

 
them

 w
as inaccurate. 

H
ald

em
an

, M
itch

ell, for-
m

er W
h

ite H
ou

se d
om

estic 
a
ffa

irs a
d

v
iser  J

o
h

n
 D

. 
E

h
rlich

m
an

, form
er W

h
ite. 

H
ou

se aid
e G

ord
on

 S
tra-

chan, N
ixon re-election unit 

attorney K
enneth W

ells and 
N

ixon
 cam

p
aign

 aid
e an

d
 

form
er A

ssistan
t A

ttorn
ey 

G
eneral R

obert C
. M

ardian 
are all charged w

ith conspir
. acy to cover u

p
 th

e W
ater-

gate break-in. 
T

he June 23 m
eetings be-

tw
een N

ixon and H
aldem

an 
are n

ot am
on

g th
e 45 sp

e-
cific "

overt acts"
 listed

 in
 

furtherance of that conspir-
acy by the W

atergate special 
prosecution force. H

ow
ever, 

legal observers said that the 
tapes of the m

eetings w
ould 

be adm
issible as evidence at 

the trial since they occurred 
d

u
rin

g th
e tim

e fram
e of 

the alleged conspiracy. 
A

ll O
f th

e d
efen

d
an

ts ex-
cep

t M
a
rd

ia
n

 a
lso

 a
re 

ch
arged

 w
ith

 a sp
ecific ob

-
stru

ction
 of ju

stice ch
arge 

in
 con

n
ection

 w
ith

 alleged
 

attem
p

ts to h
ave th

e C
IA

 
pay bail and expenses of the 
W

atergate defendants. 


