White House Won’t Repeat
Nigon Pledge on Back Taxes

By, Catroll Kilpatrick
Wu,‘hhinﬂoﬂ. Post Staff Writer

The ‘White House lyesterday
refused. ‘to - repeat’ President
Nixon’s earlier pledge to pay
any back-taxes that may be
recommended by a congres:
sional committee that is inves-
tigating” his -returns for the
vears 1969-through 1972.

The refusal suggested that
the President may be moving.
toward a tougher stance in his
dealings wwith Congress.

The impression -was rein-
forced when deputy press sec-
retary Gerald L. Warren ‘criti-
cized the Democrati¢ Congress
on the tax issue 'and GOP
leaders, following a two-hour
meeting: with the President,
joined in a general attack on
Congress. {

The Joint Committee on In-
ternal Revenue Taxation will
receive a staff report today on
Mr. Nixon's possible tax liabil-
ities. When Warren was asked
to comment on the’ commit-
tee’s work and on the Presi-

* dent’s reaction to it, he re-
plied bluntly: “We'll address
this all at one time.”

When asked the .specific

f Rhodes and Senate Minority

|Whip Robert P. Griffin (R-
‘Mich.) assailed Democrats for
doing little or nothing to act
on the President’s legislative
program, 1 “a

“] think the reccq:d of the

Democratic Congress with re-
spect to energy is the biggest
scandal of all,” Griffin said.
Rhodes |
“absolutely no motion” toward
enactment of the President’s
program. g :

said = there

Congress has acted on qniy

one — the Alaska pipeline act
— of a score of Nixon propos-
als on energy, Rhodes said.
Griffin raised the question of
whether the Democrats “want
to do something about the en.
ergy shortage” or “just want
an is’sue in the November elec-
tion.”

When -Griffin  was ask:ecl

whether hethought, a- presi-
dential. . visit to
might ‘help Republican nomi-
nee James Sparling win a
House seat in the April 16 spe-
cial election, the senator said
that “in some areas of that
distriqt it would help very
much. In" other. areas, I sup-
pose it wouldn’t. It is a very

Michigan

qguestion of whether the Presi-|close question,  politically
dent would abide by his ear-|speaking.” . ‘
lier promise to acceépt the tax| Warren said ‘Sparling had

committee’s findings, Warren
‘ducked the question. . - s
! He was reminded ‘that as re-
~ecently as last week he had
said the President stood by
,the promise, but he declined
to comment except tolsaythat
the matmrfgqbullg‘ be discussed |
" all at gné time. "~ T
Warren'also" took issue with
~Demotrats " 6n -~ Capitol Hill
who have predicted that the
House.has: the votés to im-
peach the President, . -
It is “unusual” for members
‘to begin _counting the votes
against:the President even be-

the House Judiciary Commit-
tee has__Qeen_ assessed, Warren
sald. gy -

A few moments earlier from
the same podium House Mi-
nority Leader John J. Rhodes
(R-Ariz.) said that “until the
evidence is in, I’ don't think it |
would be proper for anyone
clse to ask anyone how. he ‘is

! going to vote, and T won’t do
that.” sl : .

invited the President to  the
district but that no decision
has yet been made.
Sources reported that the
President has tentatively
agreed 'to speak in the dis-
trict, probably ‘next ,We:ines—
day. i

Other

Vide" President Ford, at a

lunch with reporfers, said he
thought “the situation is such
that the President should go”
to Saginaw, and he had -so re-
commended to White House
political aide Dean Burch and
Republican National ' Chair-
-\ man George Bush yesterday.

fore the material supplied to| *
the chips are down, it will
help the candidate,” Ford said.

“I 'have to think that when

was |

He also might go into the dis-

trict a couple of days after a

presidential visit, Ford said.
Ford acknowledged that the

President’s appearance could
convert the congressional elec-
tion into a referendum on Mr.
Nixon, but “if he loses; that
doesn't mean he ought to re-'
Sig]'l." . 3 ¥
The Vice President said that |
“in retrospect, maybe he (Mr.|
Nixon) should have” gone into |-
the four earlier special con-
gressional elections this year,
three of which were lost by
the Republicans in districts
long held by the GOP. “No-|
body asked him,” Ford said.
When Rhodes was asked to
comment on 'the prediction of
Speaker Carl Albert (D-Okla.)
that Demoerats will win more
than 300 House seats in No-
vember, the Arizonian said. he
didn’t agree. He cautioned
that it is “risky business to try
to predict any election seven
months in advance. .




