
M
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hilds 	
■1-/ it 

T
he Integrity of the T

ax S
ystem

 
W

h
y
 d

o
es th

e P
resid

en
t h

av
e so

 
m

any incom
petent advisers? T

his ques-
tio

n
 w

a
s p

u
t ra

th
e
r w

istfu
lly

 b
y
 a

 
R

ep
u
b
lican

 still h
o
ld

in
g
 o

ffice in
 th

e 
ad

m
in

istratio
n
 w

h
en

 it w
as rev

ealed
 

that M
r, N

ixon m
ust pay $476,000 for 

tax deficiencies. 
T

h
at is n

o
t th

e real q
u
estio

n
. W

h
y
, 

it m
u
st b

e ask
ed

, h
as th

e P
resid

en
t 

surrounded him
self w

ith so m
any m

is-
fits an

d
 in

co
m

p
eten

ts, w
ith

 th
e tax

 
ju

d
g
m

en
t o

n
ly

 th
e last o

f a series o
f 

dam
m

ing revelations? 
In

 th
e fin

al an
aly

sis th
e resp

o
n

si-
b

ility
 is h

is an
d

 th
is w

ill su
rely

 b
e 

taken into consideration by the H
ouse 

Ju
d

iciary
 C

o
m

m
ittee in

 its d
elib

era-
tion over a bill of im

peachm
ent. 

E
very single step the P

resident took 
w

ith
 resp

ect to
 h

is tax
es o

v
er a fo

u
r-

y
ear p

erio
d

 w
as in

 erro
r. H

e h
im

self 
is a law

y
er an

d
 h

e sh
o

u
ld

 h
av

e g
iv

en
 

m
o

re th
an

 a cu
rso

ry
 lo

o
k

 at h
is re-

tu
rn

s sh
o

w
in

g
 su

ch
 a h

u
g

e d
ed

u
ctio

n
 

fo
r th

e g
ift o

f h
is v

ice p
resid

en
tial 

papers. T
hose papers, including a num

-
b
er o

f n
ew

sp
ap

er clip
p
in

g
s, seem

 to
 

h
arv

e b
een

 a k
in

d
 o

f catch
-all o

f u
n
-

certain value. 
H

is an
n

o
u

n
cem

en
t o

n
 D

ecem
b

er 8
 

callin
g

 o
n

 th
e jo

in
t tax

 co
m

m
ittee o

f 
C

o
n
g
ress to

 rev
iew

 h
is retu

rn
s w

ith
 

a prom
ise to abide by the com

m
ittee's 

fin
d
in

g
 w

as a card
in

al m
istak

e. T
h
at  

w
as a p

riv
ileg

e o
p

en
 to

 n
o

 o
th

er tax
-

payer. 
If h

e h
ad

 sim
p
ly

 let th
e rev

iew
in

g
 

process of the Internal R
evenue S

erv-
ice tak

e its co
u
rse, as it w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e 
w

ith
 an

y
 o

th
er citizen

 in
 th

e sam
e 

situation, he could have contested the 
fin

d
in

g
 o

f IR
S

 b
efo

re th
e tax

 co
u

rt. 
O

n
ce h

e h
ad

 p
u
b
licly

 p
led

g
ed

 to
 fo

l-
low

 the congressional com
m

ittee's re-
port to the letter, this option w

as fore-
closed. 

T
h

e P
resid

en
t's p

erso
n

al m
isfo

r-
tu

n
e
s to

 o
n
e
 sid

e
, th

e
 b

lo
w

 to
 th

e
 

in
teg

rity
 o

f th
e tax

 sy
stem

 is o
f real 

co
n
cern

. If it h
ad

 n
o
t b

een
 fo

r th
e 

rev
elatio

n
 b

y
 th

e P
ro

v
id

en
ce Jo

u
rn

al 
th

at th
e P

resid
en

t fo
r tw

o
 y

ears p
aid

 
o

n
ly

 m
in

iscu
le am

o
u

n
ts o

f tax
 o

n
 an

 
incom

e w
ell over $200,000, the w

hole 
m

atter m
ight never have com

e to light. 
T

h
e IR

S
 w

as in
 th

e first in
stan

ce 
o
n
ly

 to
o
 h

ap
p
y
 to

 p
lay

 sh
u
t-ey

e w
ith

 
th

e N
ix

o
n
 retu

rn
s. A

fter w
h
at m

u
st  

su
rely

 h
av

e b
een

 a p
erfu

n
cto

ry
 au

d
it, 

a high IR
S

 official w
rote the P

resident 
com

plim
enting him

 on the care thow
n 

in
 th

e p
rep

aratio
n

 o
f h

is tax
 retu

rn
s. 

T
hat official, W

illiam
 D

. W
inters, has 

since been prom
oted. T

he integrity of 
the incom

e tax system
 has been a rock 

on w
hich m

any crooks have foundered. 
T

hey m
ight get aw

ay w
ith their crim

-
in

ality
 in

 th
e co

u
rts o

r b
y
 b

rib
in

g
 

officials. 
B

ut if they failed to pay F
ederal tax 

o
n
 th

eir ilI-g
o
tten

 g
ain

s th
e ch

an
ces 

w
ere clo

se to
 1

0
0
 p

er cen
t th

at th
ey

 
w

ould end in prison. S
uch prohibition 

era overlords as A
l C

apone w
ere found 

g
u
ilty

 o
f failin

g
 to

 p
ay

 th
eir tax

 an
d
 

g
o
t stiff jail sen

ten
ces. 

If th
e sy

stem
 crack

s in
 cy

n
ical d

is-
b
elief, o

n
e o

f th
e rem

ain
in

g
 stro

n
g
 

points of law
 enforcem

ent w
ill go w

ith 
it. W

ithout conviction of honesty and 
unflinching enforcem

ent it w
ill not be 

w
o

rk
ab

le sin
ce ev

en
 an

 arm
y

 o
f en

- 

forcing agents could not police 70 m
il-

lio
n
 o

r 8
0
 m

illio
n
 retu

rn
s. 

T
his w

eek you and I and 81 m
illion 

o
th

ers w
ill h

av
e filed

 in
d
iv

id
u
al in

-
co

m
e tax

 retu
rn

s. T
h
e rep

o
rt p

ersists, 
d

esp
ite IR

S
 p

lay
in

g
 th

e p
o

ssib
ility

 
d
o
w

n
, th

at tax
p
ay

ers th
is tim

e w
ill 

sq
u

eeze o
u

t ev
ery

 p
o

ssib
le d

ed
u

ctio
n

 
an

d
 rev

en
u
e w

ill fall b
elo

w
 ex

p
ecta-

tions. T
hey w

ill be follow
ing the N

ixon 
e
x

a
m

p
le

 w
ith

 h
is re

tu
rn

 sh
o

w
in

g
 

claim
ed deductions for flow

ers sent to 
funerals and other such petty business. 

L
et's face it, th

e in
co

m
e tax

 is a 
curse m

aking us into a nation of book-
keepers. B

ut at least it h
as b

een
 k

ep
t 

h
o
n
est, u

n
lik

e th
e tax

 in
 F

ran
ce an

d
 

Italy
 w

h
ere th

e tax
p

ay
er is assessed

 
a certain am

ount and he then proceeds 
to bargain w

ith the collector to get the 
best possible deal. W

ith political pull, 
th

is can
 m

ean
 zero

. 
M

y
 o

w
n
 retu

rn
s h

av
e b

een
 au

d
ited

 
for four years running. B

ecause I w
as 

o
n
 th

e en
em

y
 list I th

o
u
g
h
t it m

ig
h
t 

b
e p

o
litical rep

risal. M
y
 tax

 atto
rn

ey
 

says this is unlikely. 
In that vast storehouse in W

est V
ir-

ginia co
m

p
u
ters scan

 each
 retu

rn
 an

d
 

u
n
d
er certain

 circu
m

stan
ces th

e red
 

lig
h
t flash

es an
d
 an

 au
d
it is o

rd
ered

. 
T

h
at is th

e im
p

erso
n

al tu
rn

 o
f fate as 

m
illio

n
s o

f o
rd

in
ary

 tax
p
ay

ers, P
resi-

dents excepted, have learned. 

"T
he P

resident's personal m
isfortunes 

to one side, the blow
 to the integrity of the 

tax system
 is of real concern." 


