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Dewr Jim,/'i;b-‘ﬁa{z ) Newsweek;lilxon's tax-deductions as fraud  3/11/74

The 5 a.m. CBS net news this w.n. nokes me wonder if I did some good three weeks
aud two days ago when I saw John “indsay of Newsweek and jave him proof positive that
Nixon's tax returns not only werc fraudulont but that this had to be the intent. Cr,
that there was no possibility of wsccidental error and that the fraudulent intent was
beyond question.

I had approached el Elfin months carlier, with an unususl proposal: the work I
had done in return for foundation support for the work I would yet do and the rights to
it,to0, on my representation that the work already done was of a nature that, ff any-
thing could, it could be the factor that tipped the impeachment factor.

I believe I carboned you on a memo on this weeting with Elfin, on a busy day for him,
I imow I forgot the nome of the investigative reporter he said would be in touch with me
that night for you sent me the masthead with Nicholas Horrcck's name marked. i had remembered
the nane "Micholas" only.

Ffionths passed and there was no wor#, so 2/16, when I hsd to go to D¢ for a conference
with Fensterwald and “esar on the Hay case, as usual I went early to get a full day in. I
had juat heanl fram Plissner at CBS news in response to a letter to Schorr, so I went to
Lesar's early. We took a phone call from verry iay, who had phoned me here, the beginning
of his backing down under the presoure I had been applying, then went to see Flissner at

his apartment, and then went to lewsweek in the blind, as I now recall, having planned
that and having enough tiue before the weeting at bud's office. Because it was a Saturday
Lindsay was just covering and had plonty of time.

No, it m& was not in the blind. I romember now. Liddsay had been given a note on this
because Horrock was out of town, far away, I think California,

(I can't consult notes becaus: I aluost cut 1ft thuub off sgain yesterday when the
macheté slipped when I was tr‘i_.ming out some brush, Same place as before, lorger cub
but not nearly as deep. Poor “il, whose nerves are shot anyway. She could hardly open
the first-aid kit for a coupress for me. But I did go to the hospital ufter applying the
coupress and wrapping it to hold the blood and it is o.k. In fact, after I got back
I gathered up two carts of the wood 1 had trirmed out and heated us until bedtire with
it. But while the cut does not pain, touching anything with that thumb does, so 1 don't
want to go into jamued files.)

Limdsay phoned when he got down that far in the stack cn his desk, and it was in
return to his calllthat I went to his office, I think without a date because I remember
calling his home when he did not answer at the office and learning that he had left home
for the office.

In that mecting gnd in a series of long calls following it I kept giving Lindeay
information and leads for more information that could lead tu an evaluation of what L had,
what I said, ol the work i had done and of fhe possibilitics of carryiug it further. In
fact, I remember being explicit after a point, saying this was my intent, and his response,
that he realised it.

One of the things I used this way, and I'm pretty sure it was at the first meeting,
was Nixon's taxes, capecially the Archives stuff. I used the JFK stuff as factual basis and
xXzx as a means of couparison. I oven gave him the name and phone at the Archives to get
the apulicable law and regulations, and deseribed both to him, offering him as an altc rnative
getting thom from my riles.

I remember his asking me if I had taken this to Kills and m§ response, that I had only
s0 much time aud that in my experience, after many efforts, tho 85 was chicken on
Nixon and was more likely to react to public pressure, from exposure. He seem:d to think
that "i1ls woulid do something. Well, he knew all he had to lnow to get Hlls to do this
somothing. I gave hin a detailed explanation of the prerequisites not met and of the
nevd Tor meéting them, without which there had to be fraud. I remember tracing this from
the law and precedent even to Hugh Scott's man in charge at GSA. I explained the need for
the finding of national interest, not made; for the agreement to the conditions, not made;
and even for the provision of the "deed" that Nixon could 1) withhold everything and 2)
after taidng the deduction still take the wntire file back. I remember clearly enough going
into the llorgan story, which had then bemm reanawksd  +hed be commda—oa sa v 8 o= oo
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authority to sign the papers for liixon. I gave iindsay the comparison with Burke
Marshall and the JVK stuff, whore Marshall's was the only signature except the GSA
admindstrator's, and I remember offering Lindsay a copy of that contract in the form of a
letter agrecment. to, there was nrecedent for o lawyer signing and unles: there had been
the impossible, that lorgun, a lawyer, signed without any authorization to do this on
Hixon's behalf, there wus no question about his being an acceptable signature.

The item I heard on the 5 a.m. news was brief. But it says that Mills is charging
fraud and one of the three names of those involved ia Horgan's.

Reception 1s bad this moraing. The Weastinghouse station does not aign on until 6 e.m.,
which it isu't yet, WCUS, NYC, ds fading budly, and Wissd, Chicago, hns besn ruming
taped fillers. Lven dated oncs. idght now I'm listening to what I saw on the Friday
evening net 1V news! (Predicted sliortage of touato seeds for houe gardens.)

What an irony it would be if I did pu: Mewswesk onto this and Lindsay did teke it
up with “ills, «41ls and his cowdtte: and his staff should have imown what * told ‘ewse
week but they had done nothing, had been silent. I had tried with Weicher, who had made
the right noises about the "deed" but had gotten no reaponse, Not even when I wrote after
going over the "decd" that his office hnd sent ne aftar oy request for it.

L tidnk you got Newsweek. I dan'% see ite IT you sce anything that bears on the
possibility that this follows my discusiions with ldndsay, who then may have spoken to
Mills as he had suggested L do, 1'd be interesated, of course.

It has been kind of frustrating, spending uwost of an hour awitehing from Chicago
to New York, and not being able to make out the fou interesting items from fading lew
Yoric. Mwice hwaring about the PHL agent complaining about being fired over sore Pat
Gray thing, probably Watergate conncoted and not being able to hear enough to make the
Story out, switching to Uhicago and hwaring loud and clear a remgle complaint about
“ontiniental Airlines' ad, "We move our tails for you." Yo objection to the complaint,
but an howr of this kind of stuff and calling it "news?"

Philadelphia has sigmied on and I'11 rondtor it, adding anything that it rcports,

Hors on that part of the Lindsay discussions comes back, what I said and his reaction.
I remember deseribing the two things thet turnod me on to Nixon and moncy long before
the Sundance piece and telling him that while therc nay be doubt about crookednesas in
the deals on the “omer Cummings property, which I lnew well, there was pjone sbout the
first thing I had on file mmmx on san Clemente crookedness, the Secret Service putting
in and paying for a new hoating aystem.

I gave hin dstails ou why I .ould not take time to take this to Congress and of
all the futile efforts I had made with the media, chapter and long verse. And his response,
how hard it was for a conccrned reporter to live with inability to report honestly and
fully and complaints about the stories done and not used.

I see no possibility of doubt, I gavc Newsweek mx a hot exclusive end the neans of
complete authentication in time for it to have been uscd eaclity two issues ago. I offered
what I had, which invluded the Konnedy t and the Nixon "deed" and the uSA files
on it, I told him the applicable law, olfered ay copy and the official interpretations
of it I had from srchives and how Archivus interpreted it in Ca 2569=70 in an effort to
use it egainst me. 411 he had to do tc got the coaplete story and all pertinent to it wes
make & gligle phone calland I gave hin the number and the namo. Vhen no story appeared
after this the one question that does not exist is lewsweek's intent,

Ah, the blessings of a truly free press!



