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Fr. ¥red Urahan
GBS Hews
Dear Fred,

Your four-wmy discussion of our Glorious “cader's last night's wisdom én ihds
nomming's show was one of the more Lufornative for the average listener, Ly profece
ghonal stondawis a good newa sogment but o pe a disappointment Lecause it tolls ue
all ovar again that the best wminds in the media are not prepared to cope with the
requirements of best reporting on the extrenely complex or the ultimate in deliberate
dishonestye.

Or, as dather said with comendable honesty, the formut of the news conferenoe,
(I have thought of a way thet not heving your obligations ean apicar to me to hold some
posadbilities without invoiving disrespoct or departurc from professional 1OITS, )

What 1 really have in mind is two items of fact with wideh you and Yan Schiorr dealt.
i believe Idxon can be reached on both and tho truth can be reported witihout editoriale
iging., That with which you dealt you can understand better than + Lecause I aa uot a
lawyer and you ares

Az I undergiaud lizen's clain $o high prineiple, it is that he resists
compuloions in the interest of the Bresidoncy as an inatitution. Thus he prote it
was public knevledze let drop that he had refuged to testidy before the grand jury.
But in the sane breath he sais he yould submit to compulsion, he would respand to
"interrogatories.” ot questions but a legal document, purt of a legel procedure, and
wder catha.

This awount to saying he will comply with compulsion an long as he can coutrol that
to which ho responds and the vords with which he responds. Ur, an admission that he
insists on veing iu 2 powitios to hide whatever he may want to hide and no. to respond
to that to which he does no¥ want to responde #ithout leaving a record of his evasiona
or refusals to answer, for in angwering interrogatories to can give any contrived reason
that secms convenient for not answering.

Schorr came veory close to what ! believe oven today is some put stuff in the few
words he said about the "pift." Thore is & difference in what ¥ixon seid last night
about this and wint he had paid esrliere I think the reasct none of you esught it is
because you can € gpead the tizme in pursuit,of detsils. This is one of the areass of
vulnerability/uevsworthiness. But to says, as Schorr correctly did, that hixon could
takte his papers back is to do no mors than consider taking the first helting stene

Jut the path is a clear one, sasy to follovw to one who hnows whers to wall.

Fagier for a lawyer but all diwnhill for any good ruporter who understands where
it is to tale hdine

It is lnown as "Fraud."
I noan this liturélly, not as & figure of spexch,

uinecerely,

Harold Weisberg



Rationing

Of Gasoline
PR

President Nixon sald last
night, “I do not expect to be
impeached.”

The President said in speak-
ing of the energy situation
that, as a result of the co-
operation of the American
people, “while the crisis has
passed, the problem still re-
mainsg and it is a very serious
one.”

At a nationally broadecast
news conference, -Mr, Nixon
also said “there is a much bet-
ter than even chance” that the
United States can weather the
energy crisis without gasoline
rationing.

Watergate and its offshoots,
and energy — specifically the

inant topics at his first White
House question-and-answer ses-
sion sinece Oect. 26. On Nov, 17
he held an hour-long question-
and-answer session with mem-
bers of The Associated Press
Managing Editors Association
at the group's convention at
Disney World in Florida.

By White House count, Mr.
Nixon has held 37 sessions
with the press since 'taking
office more than  five years
ago. These ‘include briefings
for editors and other briefings
in addition to nationally broad-
cast news conferences.

The President distlosed thatl

atergate Special Prosecutor

on Jaworski asked him to
tgstify before a federal grand
Jyry, and said he declined to
dp so on constituional
ounds.
~»Mr. Nixon said he offered|

gasoline problem — were dom-

Nixon: “A-eriminal offense . . .

resident Says
He Foresees No
Impeachment

Associated Press
is a requirement.”

tp meet Jaworski personally

d answer questions, but the

osecutor did not wish to
ptoceed in ‘that way.

e dealt head-on with im-
peachment when asked
whether a full-scale impeach-
ment trial in the Senate would
not permit him to clear ,the
air and settle Watergate issues
once and for all. ‘

“A’ full impeachment trial
in’ the Senate comes only .
when the House determmes
that there is an impeachable
offense,” Mr, Nixon said.

He said he does not belieye
the House will reach that con-
clusion. -

“I do not expect to be im-
peached,” the President said.
The House Judiciary Commit-
tee now is conducting a pre-
liminary impeachment inquiry.

. Mr. Nixon challenged one
of the major conclusions of an
initial study by the committee
staff, saying that in the opin-
ion of White House lawyers,
“a ecriminal offense on  the
part of the President is a re-
quirement for impeachment.”

The staff study held that it
is not necessary to prove crim-
inal conduct in order to im-
peach a’ President,

Mr. Nixon repeated his ‘con-
ditional offer to cooperate
with the House impeachment
inguiry. He noted that talks
are under way between his
lawyers and the Judiciary
Committee.

As he did in his State o
the Union message, Mr. Nixor
said this cooperation woul
not extend to any action tha
would undercut the prerogs
tives of the presidency.

Mr. Nixon added that hi

See PRESIDENT, Al3, Col. !
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attorney, James D. St. Clair,
now is negotiating with com-
mittee counsel John Doar.
“Whatever eventually is ar-
ranged which will win prompt
resolution of this matter I
will cooperate with,” he said.
But, responding to another
- question, he cited other guide-
lines: the arrangements must
protect the confidentiality of
‘White House documents, must
not jeopardize the-’rights of
any defendants -and must not
. impair the prosecution.
* In "discussing the energy
crisis, the President said he
would veto emergency legis-
lation if it passes Congress in
its present form, with a pro-
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|vision  designed. to force. a
rollback of the price of do-
mestic petroleum,

Mr. Nixon |said the rollback
provision would  discourage
domestic production, and he
said that step could lead to
longer gasoline lines and thus
to a need for rationing. . ]

While Mr. Nixon said the im-
mediate petroleum crisis has
passed, he added repeatedly
that the problem remains.

“. . . I now believe confi-
dently that there is much better
than an even chance there will
be no need for gas rationing in
the United States,” the Presi-
dent said. - -

Mr. Nixon said that in Octo-
ber, after the Arab’ oil em-
bargo, there- were predictions

|that some heating oil would be
short, and that industry would
not have enough fuel, S|

He said those problems have
not materialized, that *, . e
have now passed "through the
crisis.” : g

But Mr. Nixon acknowl-
edged that gasoline remains
a serious problem.

..w have seen this prohlem
as have driven around in
the Miami area, and also in
the Washington area” -he
said. “The gas lines, the fact,
too, that in the Eastern states
generally we do have a prob-
lem of shortages of gasoline.”
. Mr. Nixon noted that Fed-
eral Enregy Office chief Wil-
liam E. Simon already has

acted. to allocate .more gaso-
line for hard-hit areas, He
sald Simon is prepared to
take further action along
those lines if necessary.

The energy legislation now
before the mmo-..mm would em-
power the President to order
gasoline rationing, and author-
ize other stringent conserva-
tion ' measures, subject to
congressional veto. = .

But Mr. Nixon said ‘he
would veto that bill because
of its proposed price rollback.
The President said that. price
action would deter domestic
production, force rationing and
a'vast bureaucracy to imple-

ment it, and-set back the ef-

fort” to ake the | United
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ected by Nixon

States _self-sufficient in_ en-
ergy.:

-Prior to the news nvbﬁm&.

ence, 'deputy press secretary
Gerald L. Warren said in re-
sponse to questions that “thei
President has not laid down
any prohibition on questions.”|

But Warren and other White

House - officials  conistently
have refused to discuss a\key
element of the Watergate con-
troversy—questions surround.
ing White House tape record-
ings of Mr, Nixon’s Watergate-
related conversatiens. They
cited an order by U.S. District
Co
forbidding 'principals in the
controversy from publicly dis-
cussing the issue.

Judge John J. Sirica




