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Ir. Yred Graham 
CBS News 

Dear Fred, 

lour four-way discussion of our Uorious &onder's last niohtts wisdoo an this 
momning'a show was one of the more informative for the avorage listener, by profoo-
@tonal standarda a good nova sotolent but to mu a disappointment boeauso it tolln use 
all avor aoloin that the best LI:12A13 in time media are not propored to cope with the 
requirements of boot roporting on the extremely complex or the ultimate in deliberate 
diehonoaty. 

Or, as Neither maid with couitondablo honooty, tho fornat of tits name conference. 
(I have thou 	or a waa tiia not having your obligations can apooar to mo to hold some 
pusoihilitios oithout involving disroopoot or departaro from profeooional norme.) 

What I really have in mind is two itemaof fact with which you and an Ochorr dealt. 
1  boliovo Nixon can be reached on both and the truth can be reported withoat editorial-
ising. That with which you dealt you can understand bettor than o bocauao I am mot a 
lawyer and you are. 

An I und000tood Ilium':; claim to high prinoiplo, it in that he resists 
(=pas:Was:In the intoreat of the Dreoidonag an an institution' Thus he prate 	it 
was public knaulodou Iot drop that he had refuood to to tidy before the grand jury. 
But in the same breath he aais he would  oubmit to compulsion, he y2924, respond to 
"intorrogatorion." Not quoationa but a seal documont, part or a legal procedure, and 
under oath. 

Thia amount to saying he will comply with compulaion ao long as he can control that 
to which ho responds and the words with which ho responds. Or, an admission that he 
ioo/ota on poiaoio a povitioa to hide whatever he ay  want to hide and no to respond 
to that to which he does not wait to respond. dithout loaving a record of his evaaions 
or refusals to answer, for in answoring inttrrooatories to can give any contrived roan= 
that ammo convenient for not ansaering. 

:Schorr caw vory close to what- 1 bolieve of today is some gut stuff in the few 
words he said about the "sift." More is a difference in what Nixon said lost night 
about this and offset he had said earlier. w think the reason none of you caught it is 
booauzo you can't 000nd the ti= o in purnuitrof details. This is one of the areas of 
vulnerabilityiuownworthinoes. But to calm, as Schorr correctly did, that Nixon could 
take hie papers back is to do no morn than conuidor taking the first halting step. 

Out tht path is a clear one, onsy to follow to cm Itho ouows ohero to walk. 

havier for a lawyer but all downhill for any 000d reporter who understands where 
it is to to z& 

It is known as "Fraud." 

I moan thin litorally, not as a fig 	of Speech. 

ancerely, 

d %le isbom 



Associated Press 

Nixon: "A criminal offense ... is a requirement." 

President Says 
He Foresees No 
Impeachment 
Rationing 
Of Gasoline 

A.at?rhe 
President Nixon sa d last 

night, "I do not expect to be 
impeached." 

The President said in speak-
ing of the energy situation 
that, as a result of the co-
operation of the American 
people, "while the crisis has 
passed, the problem still re-
mains and it is a very serious 
one." 

At a nationally broadcast 
news conference, Mr. Nixon 
also said "there is a much bet-
ter than even chance" that the 
United States can weather the 
energy crisis without gasoline 
rationing. 

Watergate and its offshoots, 
and energy — specifically the 
gasoline problem — were dom-
inant topics at his first White 
House question-and-answer ses-
sion since Oct. 26. On Nov. 17 
he held an hour-long question-
and-answer session with mem-
bers of The Associated Press 
Managing Editors Association 
at the group's convention at 
Disney World in Florida. 

By White House count, Mr. 
Nixon has held 37 sessions 
with the press since taking 
office more than five years 
ago. These include briefings 
for editors and other briefings 
in addition to nationally broad-
cast news conferences. 

The President disclosed thatl 
atergate Special Prosecutor 
on Jaworski asked him to 

t stify before a federal grand 
ry, and said he declined to 

d so on constituional 
ounds. 
Mr. Nixon said he offered  

t meet Jaworski personally 
d answer questions, but the 
osecutor did not wish to 

p oceed in that way. 
He dealt head-on with im-

peachment when asked 
whether a full-scale impeach-
ment trial in the Senate would 
not permit him to clear the 
air and settle Watergate issues 
once and for all. 

"A full impeachment trial 
in the Senate comes only . . . 
when the House determines 
that there is an impeachable 
offense," Mr. Nixon said. 

He said he does not believe 
the House will reach that con-
clusion. 

"I do not expect to be im-
peached," the President said. 
The House Judiciary Commit-
tee now is conducting a pre-
liminary impeachment inquiry. 

Mr. Nixon challenged one 
of the major conclusions of an 
initial study by the committee 
staff, saying that in the opin-
ion of White House lawyers, 
"a criminal offense on the 
part of the President is a re-
quirement for impeachment." 

The staff study held that it 
is not necessary to prove crim-
inal conduct in order to im-
peach a" President. 

Mr. Nixon repeated his con-
ditional offer to cooperate 
with the House impeachment 
inquiry. He noted that talks 
are under way between his 
lawyers and the Judiciary 
Committee. 

As he did in his State o 
the Union message, Mr. Nixot 
said this cooperation wouh 
not extend to any action tha 
would undercut the prerogs 
tives of the presidency. 

Mr. Nixon added that hi 

See PRESIDENT, A13, Col. 
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