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ernment collects information 
on people and hew that infor-
mation is proteeted, proce-
dures which would permit citi-
zens to inspect and correct in-
formation held by public or 
private organizations, regula-
tions of the use and dissemina-
tion of Meiling lists, and most 
importantly, ways that we can 
safeguard personal informa-
tion against improper altera-
tion 'or disclosure" 

by the misuse cr• abuse or claim, 
technology in both public and 
private hands," be said. • 

To meet such a chellenge. 
"we need more than just an-
other) ineese getter, era.  just 
enotfear aeries of reports," he 
stressed. "We need action," 

However, much cd the Do: 
ineette Council committee's in-
vestigation; as outlined iu the 
PresideritiLjxteett—tind--an 
11-;x1-te fact.  
the 
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By Sustinna McBee 

witioussisia riyoi etwdailiters 
President Nlxun announced 

yesterday the 	nth fl of a 
Cabinettevei coirenittets to re-
commend sped.fic measures to 
ensure indivithiel pi-limey in 
an era wheie data. tanks con-
tain personal Inforreatioe on 
most America* 

The new Doinestie Connell 
Certm:ttee on elle 'Right of 
Privney. to be linscied by Vice 

1Preeident lewd, will begin. 
I within four Inoletitt to recom-
menti,...regulatt4e* executive 
as 	. 	chaeges and 
legtelatiine Mr. Nixon said In a 
radio Widnes. 	• 

Data gathering 'has become 
big business in the United 
States—over $20 billion a 
year,' be declared, "and the 

," he declared, -and the 
names of 00 	 ' 
cans are now In computer 
baieitie scattered across the 
tenintry. ' 

 

is for add one 
in Marylaed has reached 
The government alone has 

7,000 computers, Mr: Nixon 
said. "The same process has 
been at work in the private 
sector where computers and 
modern data teehrielotry have 
planed vast quantities of 
moral information in the hands 
of bankers, employers, charita-
ble organisations, and credit 
egencies." 	_ 

Mr. Nixon cited' benefits of 
the new teehnobegy—govere-
ment ability to process el mil-
lion Social Security ceitek.s a 
monthelaw enfortement capa-
bility in tracing 'stolen goods 
or criminal Impede. 

But he also pointed out that 
"in too many came, rive. 
striated 'or Improper use of 
sone/ information le -being 
personal information •is •being 
made" awl that sometime em-
ployment Cr credit is withheld 
on the basis of masse rate or 
obsoleteenformation; 

"Careers Meal been refined, 
marriages have 'been wrieleed, 
and reputations built np over 
a lifetime have been dcstrwmdi 

The new study will consider 
the consequences when people 
consent to give personal data 
to gov-erement or industry be-
cause they have to do so in or- 

e. 	ler to get certain benefits. 
"One goal of privapy protec-

tion is to "eiseere that undlie 
advantage is not taken when' 
people are dependent on such 
benefits," the White House 
fart sheet said, 

"More atteniiou should be 
directed at the privacy rights 
of welfare recipients. Medi-
care patients and others par-
ticipating in federally funded 
health, wincation, and welfare 
programs," it added. Such per-
sons would include drug of-
fenders, who are subject to ex-
tensive file-keeping: 

HEW regulations have been 
widely criticized because re. 
really they have allowed 
greater access to HEW data 
banks by officials of other 
-4overntnent agencies. 

Other issues to be covered 
by the new study include regii-
lawn of those who assemble 
and disseminate personal in. 
forreation, the question 
whether leap . information 
owe* tip* collected, the. ado-
eget* 0.f.IP'Priceerit laws on 
credit reporting and bank rec- 
ord secrecy, and the need for 
a code uu public and privete 
record keeping. 

The HEW advisory commit-
tee report lest July called for 
such a code and suggested lim-
itations on the amount of date 
collected. The Federal Trade 
Commission has recommended 
tightening of credit reporting 
practices. 

Mr. isilron noted that Con-
gress, passed a fair credit re-
porting act In 1070, and that 
the Justice Department pro-
posed legislation earlier this 
month to regulate federal and 
state crime data banks. 


