
J
a

m
es  J

. K
ilp

a
trick

:  T
o

o
 M

u
ch

 Is T
o

o
 M

u
ch

 
W

hen it com
es to protecting 

a
 p

resid
en

t o
f th

e U
n

ited
 

S
tates an

d
 p

rovid
in

g for h
is 

reasonable needs, bow
  m

uch is 
enough? A

nd how
 m

uch is too 
m

uch) 
A

fter six m
on

th
s of grap

- 
p

lin
g w

ith
 teas-d

ifficu
lt gees-

tains
-  , a H

ou
se su

b
com

m
ittee 

fast m
on

th
 cam

e u
p

 w
ith

 a 
generally tem

perate and con-
stnictive rnim

•t. A
s you m

ight 
ex

p
ect d

ig
it,  'a V

M
S hitinglY

 
es. 	

.
to

 	
N

ixon. and 
ten

d
erly sa

ialsonal
h

au
tve as to h

is 
D

em
ocratic predecessor%

 but 
the =

n
it=

 d
id

 a
 g

o
o
d

 jo
b

 
o
n

 t
h

e
. 

4 , S
o
m

e o
f th

e sta
rtlin

g
 ex

- 
p

en
d

itu
res on

 M
r . N

ixon
's 

properties in F
lorida and C

ali-
forn

ia can
n

ot b
e ration

ally 
explained, and they cannot be 
condened. A

fter every reason-
able expense has been deduct-
ed

 for com
m

u
n

ication
s, p

er-
SannSI an

d
 th

e legitim
ate u

p
- 

keep or Secret Service activi-
ties, it ap

p
ears th

at th
e tax-

, p
ap

p
eers w

ere soak
ed

 ab
ou

t 
,000 in F

lorida and $701N
0 

in
 C

aliforn
ia for ou

tlays on
 

M
r. N

ixon's personal proper- 
tr,  E

V
E

N
T

U
A

L
L

Y
, one suppos-

' es, m
ost of th

e C
aliforn

ia ex- 

p
ease w

ill b
e recou

p
ed

: th
e 

P
resid

en
t's h

om
e at S

an
 C

le-
m

en
2
e is to

 b
eg

a
n

° p
u

b
lic 

p
rap

erty. I gou
ld

 b
e reassu

r-
in

g to h
ear som

e statem
en

t 
from

 M
r. N

ixon
  to th

e effect 
th

at h
e w

ill settle u
p

 w
ith

 th
e 

taxp
ayers at som

e p
oin

t on
 

K
ey. B

iscayne as w
ell. 

M
ost of the questionable out-

lays at th
e tw

o p
resid

en
tial 

hom
es already have been w

ell 
p

ah
licized

, b
u

t for th
ose w

h
o 

cam
e in late, the m

atter of the 
shuffleboard court m

ay serve 
for purposes of illustration. In 
the course of installing securi-
ty d

evices at F
oy B

iscayn
e, it 

becam
e necessary to dem

olish 
a concrete-slab court It w

ould 
h

ave b
een

 reason
ab

le to re-
p

lace th
is cou

rt at p
u

b
lic  

h
a
v
e ex

-
en

se; or it w
ou

ld
 

p 	
been 

reason
ab

le far th
e P

resid
en

t 
him

self to have paid the differ-
en

ce on
 som

eth
in

g b
etter. In

-
stead, a new

 W
eek, w

hite and 
green

 terrazw
 cou

rt w
as in

-
stalled at an added cost of $2,-
000. T

h
e taxp

ayers p
aid

 for 
th

is. T
o p

arap
h

rase a w
ell-

k
n

o
w

n
 m

o
ra

list, th
a
t w

a
s 

w
rong, that's for sure. 

H
O

W
 D

ID
 this situation get 

out of hand? T
he subcom

m
it-

tee's an
sw

er, in
 effect, is th

at  

n
ob

od
y w

as In
 ch

arge of th
e 

store. T
h

e S
ecret S

ervice felt 
th

a
t it h

a
d

 a
 

free h
an

d
 to 

spend w
hatever m

ight be nec-
essary for the P

resident's pro-
tection. T

he G
eneral A

ccount-
M

g O
ffice exerted no effective 

restrain
tra

  T
h

e P
resid

en
t's 

p
eop

le in
 ch

arge of rem
od

el-
in

g, L
at. h

is arch
itect, p

ro-
ceed

ed
 as arch

itects so often
 

d
o w

ith
 II regal d

isd
ain

 for 
w

h
ere th

e m
on

ey is com
in

g 
from

. 
T

h
e con

seq
u

en
ces of th

is 
casu

al lavish
n

ess cou
ld

 h
ave 

b
een

 p
red

icted
. A

t K
ey B

is-
cayn

e th
e taxp

ayers b
ou

gh
t 

M
r. N

ixon a $66,000 ornam
en-

tal altuninum
 fence. A

 Secret 
S

ervice com
m

an
d

 p
ost th

at 
should have cost $53,000 w

ound 
u

p
 at $130,000. S

even
 b

rass 
lanterns for the San C

lem
ente 

d
rivew

ay cam
e in

 at $3,700. 
W

hen som
eone at G

A
O

 finally 
rang a bell, it w

as too late for 
econom

y. 

IN
 F

A
IR

N
E

SS to M
r. N

ixon, 
it should be said that he didn't 
in

ven
t th

ese ab
u

ses. T
h

e late 
L

yndon B
. Johnson benefited 

in precisely the sam
e fashion, 

righ
t d

ow
n

 to ice m
ach

in
es 

and refinished furniture. M
ore 

than $100,000 w
as spent at the 

L
B

J R
an

ch
 th

at can
n

ot b
e 

accounted for at all. 

S
u

b
stan

tial su
m

s also w
ere 

spent on private properties of 
John K

ennedy, but "the cost of 
th

ese is n
ot k

n
ow

n
."

 A
ccord

-
in

g to testim
on

y b
efore th

e 
com

m
ittee, after P

resid
en

t 
K

en
n

ed
y's d

eath
, "

th
e n

aval 
aide w

ho handled m
ost of the 

exp
en

d
itu

res on
 h

is p
rop

erty 
took

 th
e record

s to sea w
ith

 
h

im
 an

d
 th

ey w
ere d

rop
p

ed
 

overboard accidentally." 
A

s the com
m

ittee em
phasiz-

es, n
o reason

ab
le p

erson
 w

ill 
op

p
ose reason

ab
le exp

en
d

i-
tu

res for th
e p

rotection
 of a 

president. U
 future presidents 

are n
ot to b

e k
ep

t cap
tive at 

the W
hite H

ouse or C
am

p D
a-

vid!  th
ey m

u
st b

e exp
ected

 to 
m

aintain a personal residence 
som

ew
h

ere. It w
ou

ld
 b

e p
at-

en
tly

 u
n

fa
ir to

 im
p

o
se th

e 
staggerin

g costs of secu
rity, 

transportation, personnel and 
co

m
m

u
n

ica
tio

n
s u

p
o
n

 th
e 

p
resid

en
t h

im
ielf. B

u
t a lin

e 
h

as to b
e d

raw
n

 som
ew

h
ere. 

Som
e better oversight m

ust be 
provided, n

ot on
ly to p

rotect 
the taxpayers but also to pro-
tect a president from

 the bene-
ficence of his ow

n spendthrift 
protectors. 


