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$26,937: 

T
he 

C
ost of 

Security 

A
t th

e 

R
ebozo 

H
ouse 

B
y M

axine C
heshire 

W
h
en

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se an

n
o
u
n
ced

 last w
eek

 th
at 

C
h

arles G
. (B

eb
e) R

eb
o

zo
 h

ad
 so

ld
 h

is h
o

u
se in

 
B

eth
esd

a, a sp
o
k
esm

an
 said

 th
at h

e p
lan

s to
 "reim

-
burse the governm

ent" for all im
provem

ents m
ade to 

the property w
hile Julie and D

avid E
isenhow

er w
ere 

living there. 

T
he bill com

es to $26,937. T
he figure includes nearly 

$17,000 in electrical w
ork. 

A
n
ticip

atin
g
 th

at th
e $

1
7
,0

0
0
 fig

u
re fo

r electrical 
w

ork on a three-bedroom
 ram

bler m
ight seem

 out of 
lin

e, th
e G

S
A

 p
rep

ared
 a "ju

stificatio
n
' rep

o
rt 

tw
o 

m
onths ago. 
T

he m
oney w

as spent for "low
 level and high level 

security lighting, receptacles for portable lighting, light 
at co

m
m

an
d
 p

o
st, d

isco
n
n
ect an

d
 relo

cate d
ry

er to
 

provide com
m

and post area in form
er laundry room

, 
(underground) conduits for perim

eter security system
, 

change and heavy up service to provide separate m
eter-

ing service for S
ecret S

ervice w
iring,,new

 electric panel 
in com

m
and post, fire alarm

 system
." 

T
he cost w

as high, the report states, because it w
as 

d
o
n
e in

 a h
u
rry

 to
 allo

w
 th

e y
o
u
n
g
 E

isen
h
o
w

ers to
 

m
ove in as soon as possible after the house w

as pur-
chased in F

ebruary, 1973. T
o m

eet that deadline, G
S

A
 

said, "quite a bit of w
ork w

as . . . perform
ed on pre-

m
ium

 tim
e." 

In
 ad

d
itio

n
 to

 th
e electrical w

o
rk

, th
e G

S
A

 also
 

sp
en

t $
4
,5

1
1
 ,,to

 ren
o
v
ate a fo

rm
er lau

n
d
ry

 ro
o
m

 to
 

provide a com
m

and post and bathroom
 for the S

ecret 
S

erv
ice. A

n
o
th

er $
1
,8

3
6
 w

as sp
en

t to
 "in

stall n
ew

 
sh

ru
b
b
ery

 to
 co

n
ceal secu

rity
 d

ev
ices an

d
 rep

lace 
law

n dam
aged by contractor and governm

ent. 
It also

 co
st an

o
th

er $
3

9
5

 to
 rep

lace a sp
rin

k
ler 

sy
stem

 d
am

ag
ed

 w
h

ile u
n

d
erg

ro
u

n
d

 co
n

d
u

its w
ere 

being laid for the electrical w
ork. 

R
eb

o
zo

 p
aid

 $
1

2
7

,0
0

0
 fo

r th
e w

h
ite b

rick
 h

o
u

se, 
w

hich is located at 7000 A
rm

at D
rive in a prestigious  

neighborhood near B
urning T

ree C
ountry C

lub. S
itu-

ated on an acre lot, w
ith a sw

im
m

ing pool, the house 
w

as snapped up in 10 m
inutes by the first couple that 

looked at it. 
T

he selling price w
as not disclosed, but one source 

close to the sale put the figure "around $175,000." 
R

ebozo does not w
ant the settlem

ent date published, 
one realtor said, because he is concerned that "souvenir 
hunters w

ill be o
u
t th

ere d
ig

g
in

g
 u

p
 th

e azaleas th
e 

m
inute they hear the S

ecret S
ervice is gone." 

It is ex
p
ected

 th
at C

o
n
g
ressio

n
al p

ressu
re w

ill b
e 

brought on the G
S

A
 and G

A
O

 to get R
ebozo to m

ake 
his prom

ised repaym
ent of federal funds as prom

ptly 
as possible after the sale is finalized. 

S
enate W

atergate C
om

m
ittee investigators are also 

ex
p

ected
 to

 w
atch

 th
e sale w

ith
 in

terest. T
h

ey
 h

av
e 

already subpoenaed all records of the transaction w
hen 

R
eb

o
zo

 b
o

u
g

h
t th

e h
o

u
se, in

clu
d

in
g

 th
e ch

eck
 w

ith 
w

hich he m
ade his $52,000 dow

n paym
ent. 

P
resident N

ixon loaned R
ebozo $10,000 tow

ard the 
purchase of the house. 

M
eanw

hile, the E
isenhow

ers have caused som
ething 

of a m
inor flap over the speed w

ith w
hich they found 

a duplex apartm
ent in the rent-controlled and highly 

desirable C
oltim

bia P
laza. 

T
h
ere is a w

aitin
g

 list o
f at least a y

ear fo
r th

at 
co

m
p
lex

 o
f b

u
ild

in
g
s acro

ss fro
m

 th
e W

aterg
ate. 

P
eople w

ho have been in line longer than the E
isen-

bow
ers have been calling the resident m

anager, P
atricia 

M
atth

ew
s, to

 co
m

p
lain

 th
at th

e P
resid

en
t's d

au
g

h
ter 

and son-in-law
 w

ere jum
ped ahead of everyone else. 

"I sim
ply tell them

 it w
as "a high-level m

anagem
ent 

decision and m
ade above m

y head," M
iss M

atthew
s said 

last w
eek. 

O
n
e o

f th
e o

w
n
ers o

f 
C

olum
bia P

laza is K
ingdon 

G
ould, the P

M
I, parking lot tycoon w

ho w
as a N

ixon 
contributor and form

er A
m

bassador to L
uxem

bourg. 
(D

 1974. T
he W

ashington P
oet/C

hicago T
ribune-N

ew
 Y

ork N
ew

s S
yndicate, Inc. 


