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-—Three federal - agencies to-
tlcized ‘Preaident Nix-

atrliner, * hut " White - House
spokesmen rega:ded the deci-
sion’ as a politieal triumph.
Federal' Aviation Adminis-
trator Alexander P. Butter-
field said he was “dismayed”
that he didn’t know about Mr.|
Nixon's surprise departure un-
til the United Air Lines
DC-10 jumbo jet carrying the|
presidential party was taxiing
out to take off Wednesday.
“This serious oversight left
ecious little time for our air
faffic control people to imple-

y proeedures that ‘must al-
wiys be'followed -when the
President 'takes to the air-
avs,” Butterfield said.

A spokes'man for the Secret
|Service  said that it would
gve been preferable for Mr,
xon to have ‘used military
agcraft in his flight to’ the
Mest Coast.

“"And federal energy director
William E. Simon, while prais.
ling the President's decision,
said he hoped that Mr. Nixon
would “get back in his normal
mode of transportatlon in the
very near future.”

In’ private discussions,
White House officials left no
doubt that they thought Mr.
Nixon had won the approval
of the American people by his
decision to leave behind his
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special Boeing 707 four-engine
jet, the Spirit of '76, in favor
of commercial travel.

The White House view is
that the President’s decision
set a positive example for the
American people to follow
during the energy crisis.

“The success of the trip was

wn by the fact that no ex-
traordinary precautlons were

 withhold this information on

en except for the presence
off the Secret Service,” said
te House press secretary
nald L. Ziegler. ‘
‘Ziegler said the Secret Serv-
ice had approved the trip de-
spite misgivings. He also con-'
tended that Mr. Nixon “learn-
ed something about the prob-
lems flylng commuters face”

t-class tickets for himself;
wife and their daughter
jcia. He also.had special
communications = equipment
aboard, although = both the'
White House ' ‘and United Air
Lines sald there was no pre-
ferrential ,treatmént for  the
presidential party ‘bboa.rd the
flight, ' =40 il ber

' 7 Nhuﬁ”brnke mwt'
i taking nivma;rqmm
WlltH him, even, though there.
Was room for. them on the:
7] 'e Accordﬁr'g to ”Ziegler,

gdrned about the President’s
unannounced departure from
the White Housegmore than an
hour ' before the flight, and
was asked by deputy press sec-
retary Gerald L. Warren to

these same security grounds.
either Ziegler nor Warren
gould comment on the apar-
st inconsistency of as

. stedto be taken on a pool
it security reasons to observe

news story of the
aiden 's flight.

However, other White House
cials indicated that the “se-
ty"* reason was less im-

ort in. Mr. 'Nixon's decision
an his recurrent hostility to'
e White House press ¢orps.

nne ‘source said that Mr.

tHle wire service that was not |

; se reasons and not dissemi- 3

leon's Dbitterness about the
press has- grown because of
what the President regards as
unfair coverage of his income
‘tax disclosures, which showed '
him paying minimum~ taxes,
during most of his term in of-
fice. Another point of resent-
ment, this source said, is the
critlcixm that was heaped on
the President for his uncom-
pleted plan to tdke a train to
Key Biscayne after Christmas.
“Warren promised Wednes-.
day that only “minimum staff”
would fly to the West Coast
during Mr: Nixon'’s present in-
determinate stay in San Cle-
mente, |
. gBut the aize of the presiden-
al party grea steadily today.
AThe President was accompa-
nfed by 10 staff "members on
s flight' Wednesday in addi--
{ibn to Mrs. Nixon and Tricia
aid 12 Secrét Service agents.
{Today, an’ additional 13 staff
nembers flew out to join the
f osident on’ American Air-
ies Flight 77, which arrived
| Los Angeles International
Afrport af 11:25 a.m. PST.
i #iThe Iate ‘arrivals included

g s of the White House press
faff, plus four White House
lansportation aides, two dic

”_tionlats a U8, Navy corps-
man and the White Eousa
shotorgapher. =
" Warren said that some othar
te House officials may
n the President during his
C]emente stay. The most
ely | additional arrival is
jief of staff Alexander M.
g Jr., who s expected to be
ccompanied by his secretary.
‘The President is expected to
take time out from his holiday
and from work on his State of
the Union message to attend a
wedding4in nearby La Jolla at
4 p.m. Friday of his chief phy-
sician, Dr. Walter Tkach, to
Cheryle Ann Gaillard, a' mem-
ber of the Western. House sup-
port staff.
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President Nixon signs an autograph for a f_gllow_ passenger aboard commercial jet he flew to: California Wednesday.



