
R
ow

land E
vans and R

ob'ert N
ovak - 

 
 

S
avin

g A
m

erica, th
e P

residen
cy an

d M
r. N

ixon
 

n
,2,7 ticoy 

E
m

ploying shady tactics rem
iniscent 

of W
atergate dirty tricks, sponsors of a 

forthcom
ing national new

spaper adver-
tisem

ent on behalf of beteagured P
res-

id
en

t N
ix

o
n

 are erro
n

eo
u

sly
 tellin

g
 

prestigious D
em

ocrats that D
ean R

usk 
and L

ady B
ird Johnson have agreed to 

sign the ad. 
T

he ad itself-is the brainchild of the 
W

h
ite H

o
u
se an

d
 h

as b
een

 en
tru

sted
 

to longtim
e N

ixon intim
ate D

onald M
. 

K
en

d
all, P

ep
si-C

aala ch
ief ex

ecu
tiv

e 
and beneficiary of m

ultiple N
ixon ad-

m
in

istratio
n

 b
lessin

g
s th

e p
ast fiv

e 
y
ears. K

en
d
all's ro

le: T
o
 m

ak
e th

e 
stro

n
g

e
st p

o
ssib

le
 d

e
fe

n
se

 o
f M

r. 
N

ix
o

n
 w

ith
o
u

t scarin
g
 o

ff h
ig

h
-lev

el 
D

em
ocratic signers. 

T
h

u
s, th

e first v
ersio

n
 o

f th
e ad

 ap
-

peals in fulsom
e term

s to the patriotic 
necessity of "preserving this nation" as 
d

istin
ct fro

m
 p

reserv
in

g
 P

resid
en

t 
N

ixon. T
hat is the obvious com

e-on for 
D

em
o

crats w
h

o
 w

o
u

ld
 n

ev
er sig

n
 an

 
outright appeal to support a m

an m
ost 

of them
 loathe. 

O
n

e fo
rm

er Jo
h

n
so

n
 cab

in
et m

em
-

ber w
as specifically told on behalf of 

K
e
n
d
a
ll th

a
t P

re
sid

e
n
t Jo

h
n
so

n
's 

w
id

o
w

 an
d
 fo

rm
er secretary

 o
f S

tate 
R

u
sk

 b
o

th
 h

ad
 ag

reed
 to

 sig
n

. T
h

at  

claim
 had the desired result of putting 

th
e fo

rm
er cab

in
et m

em
b
er u

n
d
er in

-
ten

se p
ressu

re to
 sig

n
 h

im
self, b

u
t h

e 
nevertheless refused. 

 
W

hen w
e called P

rof. D
ean R

usk at 
the U

niversity of G
eorgia L

aw
 S

chool, 
he told us he had no intention of sign-
in

g
 th

e ad
. H

is v
ersio

n
 o

f th
e ad

v
er-. 

tisem
en

t, h
e said

, h
ad

 arriv
ed

 u
n
d
er 

co
n

d
itio

n
s o

f ex
trem

e secrecy
 sev

eral 
w

eeks ago and not froni K
endall him

-
self. 

R
u
sk

, secretary
 o

f state fo
r b

o
th

 
John F

. K
ennedy and L

yndon B
. John-

so
n
, said

 h
e n

ev
er sig

n
s p

etitio
n
s, let-

ters or ads. 
In A

ustin, T
ex., M

rs. L
yndon John-

so
n

's p
e
rso

n
a
l se

c
re

ta
ry

 to
ld

 u
s 

th
ro

u
g
h
 a

n
 in

te
rm

e
d
ia

ry
 sh

e
 h

a
d
 

heard nothing about the ad. M
rs. John-

so
n
, sh

e said
, d

id
 n

o
t m

ak
e a p

ractice 
o

f sig
n

in
g

 p
u

b
lic ap

p
eals o

r state-
m

ents. 
A

nother top-draw
er Johnson aide re-

ceived his copy of the proposed adver-
tisem

ent 10 days ago. D
escribing it as 

a b
ald

 "S
av

e N
ix

o
n

" effo
rt sk

illfu
lly

 
w

rap
p

ed
 in

 "S
av

e A
m

erica" cam
o

u
-

flag
e, h

e to
ld

 u
s h

e w
o

u
ld

 n
ev

er sig
n

. 
T

h
e lan

g
u

ag
e o

f th
e ad

, 
titled

 "A
 

W
arning A

bout W
eakening A

ffireica," 
strongly supports that view

: 
"W

e can preserve this nation only if 
w

e realize—
im

m
ediately I—

that dem
oc-

racy
 can

n
o
t su

rv
iv

e w
h
ere m

o
b
 ru

le 
flo

u
rish

es. W
e can

n
o
t su

rren
d
er to

 
governm

ent by outcry." 
T

here ensues an em
otional appeal to 

"fo
llo

w
 th

e ru
les o

f th
e C

o
n

stitu
tio

n
 

th
at fo

r 2
0
0
 y

ears h
as serv

ed
 u

s su
-

prem
ely w

ell: L
et us observe the con-

stitutional grounds for im
peachm

ent—
treason, bribery and other high crim

es 
and m

isdem
eanors." 

"L
et u

s rem
em

b
er," th

e ad
 asserts, 

"that C
ongress cannot im

peach a P
res-

ident because it is tired of him
, nor im

-
peach a judge because it does not like 
his opinions. L

et us not surrender our 
b
irth

rig
h
t to

 m
o
b
 h

y
steria an

d
 let u

s 
resist th

e sh
o
u
ters th

at w
o
u
ld

 stam
-

pede us into doing so." 
T

hose w
ords expose the ad's under-

lying them
e: C

onvert M
r. N

ixon's per-
v
asiv

e an
d
 p

erso
n
al crisis in

to
 a car-

b
o
n
 co

p
y
 o

f M
r. Jo

h
n
so

n
's n

arro
w

-
based predicam

ent at the height of the 
V

ietnam
 w

ar, w
hen he w

as indeed be-
sieged by antiw

ar dem
onstrators. 

B
y such m

isdirection, the ad's clear 
purpose is to round up L

B
J D

em
ocrats  

an
d
 ex

p
lo

it th
eir an

im
u
s ag

ain
st th

e 
political_ left, the form

er college dem
-

onstrators and w
hat M

r. Johnson used 
to call the "haters" at the peak of anti-
w

ar agitation. 
In

 sh
o

rt, th
e ad

 tries to
 d

iv
id

e th
e 

co
u

n
try

 d
o

w
n

 th
e lin

es o
f th

e g
reat 

V
ietnam

 schism
, appealing to "the love 

o
f o

u
r. co

u
n
try

." S
o
 far o

u
t o

f to
u
ch

 
w

ith reality is the N
ixon W

hite H
ouse 

th
at it still does not grasp fundam

ental 
differences betw

een M
r. N

ixon's over-
all critical p

lig
h
t an

d
 th

e far m
o
re re-

stricted crisis of his predecessor. 
M

oreover, R
epublicans 

w
ho

, 
know

 
. and still adm

ire M
r. N

ixon are aghast 
that K

endall w
as given a role in the ad 

cam
paign. "W

ith D
on K

endall's debts 
to

 N
ix

o
n
, an

d
 N

ix
o
n
's o

b
lig

atio
n
s to

 
K

en
d
all w

ell-k
n
o
w

n
," o

n
e p

ro
-N

ix
o
n
 

R
epublican told us, "using K

endall to
 

get signatures is incredibly stupid." 
K

endall's sponsorship of the ad cam
-

p
aig

n
 d

estro
y

s th
e in

ten
d

ed
 m

essag
e 

th
at th

e issu
e is n

o
t th

e P
resid

en
t b

u
t 

th
e p

resid
en

cy
. If th

e real issu
e w

ere 
saving the presidency and not R

ichard 
M

. N
ixon, far m

ore objective sponsor-
sh

ip
 th

an
 D

o
n

 K
en

d
all w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e 

been at hand. 


