Nixon Maulls Sﬁpport
Of °76 Candidates
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President Nizon: aatﬂ yester~
day that he won't endersa an&
Republican candidate forthe
presidency in 1976 ‘until they
are tried in the ﬂéld of bat-
ﬂe ”

The President' : »eomments
came after he was asked at a
news conference, whether he
would actively oppnse the pos-
sible 'candidacy ' of . Sen,
Charles Percy, (RIiil.) ‘for the
White House, o

Mr. Nixon acknowledged
that he said several months
‘ago at a Cabnet maﬂng that
Percy should not he ‘the par-
ty's 1976 nominee. . >, /-

But Mr. Nixon: said that

-statement resulted from a mis-
understanding. g said he
thought Percy had-introduced
a, resolution opposing the
President’s choice: of E}H«?.L
Richardson for Attorney
eral vdhen, in fact, Percy s res-
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olut‘ion had been mh'oduced:
_pfmr to Richardson’s nomina- |

tion. 'and had ‘been misinter-
preted. |

Mr. Nixon then reviewed
the possible field of ‘candi-
dates for newsmen, mention-
ing Percy by name and saying
that the 1976 GOP candidates
might include several - gover-
nors, former governors, sena-
tors, House members and the
“mayor of Indianapolis.”

K was unclear whether the
President was referring specif-
ically to Indianapolis Mayor
Richard Lugar or was merely
using that as an .example of
how broad the field might be.

The President said he would
make no decision on support-
ing any candidate “until they
are tried in the field of bat-
tle,” an obvious reference to
the presidential primaries,




