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President Nixon tried to 

wrench the nation's atten-
tion away from Watergate 
and- other domestic ills yes-
terday, to focus once more 
oivthe great issues of world 
peace. 

His attempt to rekindle 
excitement over new ven-
tures in high global policy 
repeatedly were sidetracked 
at his news conference by 
more mundane, more per-
sonal and more challenging 
questions. Only where for-
eign policy hit a domestic 
nerve, on the interaction of 
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the Arab-Israeli conflict and 
looming oil scarcity, did his 
press conference reach the 
range of international sub-
jects that most interest the 
President. 

President Nixon neverthe-
less showed where he will 
center his own priorities for 
the nation: on moving for- 
ward with planned nuclear 
and conventional arms nego- 
tiations with the Soviet 
Union; on expanding ties 
with China, but simultane-
ously holding to a strategy 
of negotiating from strength. 

The President served no- 
tice that he is prepared for 
more battles with Congress, 
if necessary, to prevent 
what he labelled the "fatal 
mistake" of slicing the de-
fense budget to pay for do-
mestic programs. 

His tone was by no means 
as belligerent toward the 
Democratic-controlled Con- 
gress as it was a month ago, 
when he excoriated its deci- 
sion to compel a cutoff in 
American-support bombing 
for Cambodia. He charged 
then, on Aug. 15, that Con-
gress not only had con-
founded his strategy in In-
dochina, but that its action' 
"undermines the prospect of 
world peace ..." 

But the President cer-
tainly was not nearly as con-

. ciliatory or open-handed to-
ward Congress yesterday, as 
was his Secretary of State- 
designate, Henry A. Kis-
singer, two weeks ago, in ex-
tending an olive branch to 
Captol Hill. 

"The intention of the  

President and my inten-
tion," Kissinger said in his 
first press conference on 
Aug. 23 as secretary-desig-
nate, "is to establish a new 
and full partnership with 
the Congress in developing 
policies which are in the na-
tional interest..." 

Perhaps, if Mr. Nixon had 
been asked about that yes-
terday by one of the hun-
dreds of newsmen vying to 
put questions, he might 
have revalidated the over-
ture relayed by Kissinger. 

Now the question is bound 
to be put to Kissinger again, 
when his confirmation hear-
ing opens this Friday before 
the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee. Physically, 
at least for one day, the 
Watergate preoccupation 
will be replaced in the Sen- 
ate Caucus Rooth that day, 
with the marble-columned 
chamber borrowed fok the 
Kissinger hearing. 

In preparation for the 
hearing and for his new 
post, Kissinger in interven-
ing days has been repeating 
in private meetings on Capi-
tol Hill. and in quiet conver-
sations with past elder 
statesmen of U.S. foreign ' 
policy, the theme of rebuild-
ing "a new consensus" on 
America's role in the world. 

Congress is bound to be 
looking beyond the Presi-
dent's highly arjculate ad-
viser, nevertheless, to the 
President for confirmation 
of the reassurances that the 
time for national reconcilia-
tion is now, "now that the 
Vietnamese war is behind 
us.... ." 

President, Nixon touched 
that theme glancingly yes- , 
terday, but only after he 
bristled over a question 
about his plan for 
"rebuilding confidence in 
your leadership." After four 
months of attack "by innu-
endo, by leak, by, frankly, 
leers and sneers of commen-
tators," the President rep-
lied, confidence can be re-
stored only "by doing some-
thing." 

The action he envisions,  

the President said, includes 
sending Kissinger on an-
other trip to China, "after 
he is confirmed by the Sen-
ate, which I _ hope will be 
soon ..." 

This is the long-projected 
Kissinger visit to Peking, 
initially expected to follow 
the President's summit 
meeting in June with Soviet 
leader Leonid I. Brezhnev. 

There has been specula-
tion that the Kissinger trip 
would be a prelude to a first 
visit to the United States by 
Chinese Premier Chou En-
lai. That speculation was 
reduced in July when Chou 
said he could not visit Wash-
ington as along as the 
"Chiang Kai-shek clique" 
had an ambassador here. 

There continues to be a 
possibility, however, in-
formed sources believe, that 
Chou, nevertheless, could 
still visit the United Nations, 
and the White House report-
edly continues to keep fluid 
President Nixon's schedule 
of visits abroad to accom-
modate a meeting with the 
Chinese premier. 

President Nixon also held 
high yesterday the prospects 
for producing a new nuclear 
strategic weapons accord in 

his next summit meeting 
with Soviet leaders, some-
time in 1974. Mr. Nixon 
specifically held out the 
hope for producing, at that 
meeting, an agreement on 
"limiting nuclear arms, in-
cluding MIRVs," multiple, 
independently targeted, re-
entry vehicles—the hydra-
headed nuclear warheads. 

Defense Secretary James 
R. Schlesinger last month 
announced with a tone of 
chagrin that the Soviet 
Union had successfully 
flight-tested MIRV-style mul-
tiple warheads. While the ac-
complishment was antici- 



pated, Schlesinger said, it 
nevertheless "deteriorated 
sadly" the chaaces for nego-
tiating controls over these 

President Nixon, howeVer, 
expressed a more optimistic 
outlook on the MIRV ob-
stacle yesterday. He noted 
that the Soviets "have a 
right ... under the present 
SALT agreement" to pro-
ceed with "modernization" 
of their weapons systems, as 
the United States does, and 
that the United States looks 
forward to achieving a new 
agreement that will include 
them. 


