
Burglaries by FBI 
dated to oosevelt 
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Washington liff—A former 

Close associate of J. Edgar 
Hoover said yesterday the FBI 
began committing burglaries 
to gain foreign intelligence in- 
formation 	at 1 39te,ar,s.. 
ago, on spe—eifiTMIlibrization 
of President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. 

The break-ins began before 

Ifnn
e outbreak of World War II, 
hen the clouds began to 

wer," ,the former high FBI 
icial, who asked that his 

e not be used, said. 
? He said the break-ins were 

ery rare," and were concen-
ated mostly during war 
ears. But he confirmed ' ac-
ounts of other former FBI 
en who said the break-ins 

ontinued under the adminis-
ations of Harry S. Truman, 
wight D. Eisenhower, John 

. Kennedy, and Lyndon B. 
ohnson. 
President Roosevelt, worried 

about looming threats from 
Japan and Germany, gave 
Hoover authorization to use il-
legal means to gain informa- 
tion on foreign diplomatic 
codes, and on their United 
States spy rings, said this 
source, who asked not to be 
named. 
. He said Roosevelt told Hoo-
ver, "We just have to forget 
about certain things. The ends 
justify the means." 
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 William W. Turner, a former 
I agent, said yesterday he 

participated in a break-in at 
e office of Japan's consul in 

eattle in 1957 or 1958, during 
e Eisenhower administration. 
Mr. Turner, now an author 

and private investigator living 
in California, said in a tele-
phone interview that he acted 
as a look-out while a specially 
trained crew of agents from 
Washington opened the con-
sul's safe, photographed the 
contents, and took the photos 
back to Washington. 

He said he did not know 
what had been photographed. 
"Nobody ever briefs you," he 

said. 
Mr. Turner said he took part 
about a dozen break-ins dur-

g his 10 years with the FBI, 
me to photograph documents 
d others to place hidden mi-
ophones, one of his special- 

t s. 
He said most of the break- 

I
ts

were authorized by FBI 
gher-ups in Washington, al-
ough he committed a couple 
"bootleg jobs" without au 

orization. 

Mr. Turner was fired from 
the FBI in 1961 because of let-
ters he wrote to Congress criti- 
cizing the way Hoover ran the 
bureau. 

The matter of FBI bur-
glaries was raised by Pres' 
dent Nixon in his news confer-
ence Wednesday, when he de-
fended his own short-lived ap-
proval of a 1970 intelligence 
plan that would have author-
ized FBI break-ins to get for-
eign cryptographic informa-
tion. 

Mr. Nixon said such break-
ins were widely authorized and 
well known during the Demo-
cratic administrations of Ken-
nedy and Johnson, although 
two former Democratic attor-
neys general have denied any 
knowledge of such burglaries. 

Actually, Hoover's associate 
aid, the break-ins were going 
n even when Mr. Nixon was 
ice President under Eisen 

bower, and began long before 
that. 


