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T
he Investigation T

hat N
ever W

as 
T

he m
id-A

ugust spurt of presidential 
statem

en
ts o

n
 W

aterg
ate h

as m
ad

e u
n
-

m
istak

ab
ly

 clear th
at th

e n
ew

 in
v

esti-
g
a
tio

n
 P

re
sid

e
n
t N

ix
o
n
 sa

id
 h

e
 o

r-
dered M

arch 21 sim
ply did not exist. 

T
h
e clo

sest to
 an

y
 su

ch
 o

rd
er w

as an
 

o
ffh

an
d
 p

resid
en

tial req
u
est relay

ed
 

M
arch

 2
8
 b

y
 th

en
 p

resid
en

tial aid
e 

John D
. E

hrlichm
an asking then A

ttor-
n
ey

 G
en

eral R
ich

ard
 K

lein
d
ien

st to
 

p
ass alo

n
g
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 in

crim
in

atin
g
 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se o

r cam
p
aig

n
 aid

es 
if 

it 
ev

er tu
rn

ed
 u

p
. 

T
h
is b

y
 n

o
 m

e
a
n
s im

p
lic

a
te

s th
e
 

P
resid

en
t in

 th
e W

aterg
ate co

v
er-u

p
. 

B
u
t th

e n
o
n
-in

v
estig

atio
n
 p

o
in

ts u
p
 

tw
o

 d
istu

rb
in

g
 elem

en
ts: F

irst, ev
en

 
w

h
en

 th
e w

alls w
ere cru

m
b
lin

g
, th

e 
P

resid
en

t m
ad

e little effo
rt to

 p
ro

b
e 

d
eep

ly
 in

to
 th

e scan
d

al. S
eco

n
d

, an
d

 
m

o
re d

istu
rb

in
g
, h

is p
u
b
lic claim

s o
f 

o
rd

erin
g
 an

 in
v
estig

atio
n
 w

h
en

 o
n
e 

really
 d

id
 n

o
t tak

e p
lace reflect th

e 
im

p
recisio

n
 an

d
 in

accu
racy

 o
f m

an
y
 

p
resid

en
tial co

m
m

en
ts o

n
 W

aterg
ate. 

W
eary

 th
o

u
g

h
 th

e P
resid

en
t an

d
 m

an
y

 
A

m
erican

s are w
ith

 W
aterg

ate, critics 
w

ill co
n

tin
u

e to
 co

n
trast su

ch
 co

m
-

m
en

ts w
ith

 reality
. 

In
 h

is A
p
ril 1

7
 statem

en
t, th

e P
resi-

d
en

t first d
eclared

 h
e h

ad
 "b

eg
u
n
 in

-
te

n
siv

e
 n

e
w

 in
q
u
irie

s" o
n
c
e
 n

e
w

 
ch

arg
es w

ere b
ro

u
g
h
t to

 h
is atten

tio
n
 

.M
arch

 2
1
—

p
resu

m
ab

ly
 w

h
en

 th
en

 
W

hite H
ouse counsel John W

. D
ean III  

to
ld

 th
e P

resid
en

t th
ere w

as a can
cer 

o
n

 th
e p

resid
en

cy
. In

 h
is A

p
ril 3

0
 tele-

v
ised

 ad
d
ress, th

e P
resid

en
t d

eclared
 

th
at o

n
 M

arch
 2

1
 h

e "p
erso

n
ally

 o
r-

d
ered

 all th
o
se co

n
d
u
ctin

g
 th

e in
v
esti-

g
atio

n
s to

 g
et all th

e facts an
d
 to

 re-
p
o
rt th

em
 d

irectly
 to

 m
e." 

N
o
b
o
d
y
 ch

allen
g
ed

 th
ese statem

en
ts 

u
n
til th

e S
en

ate W
aterg

ate h
earin

g
s 

w
hen S

en. L
ow

ell W
eicker of C

onnect-
icu

t ask
ed

 Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t o

fficials 
w

h
eth

er th
ey

 h
ad

 receiv
ed

 an
y

 su
ch

 
req

u
est. T

h
e an

sw
er fro

m
 K

lein
d
ien

st, 
A

ssistan
t A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral H

en
ry

 P
e-

tersen
 an

d
 fo

rm
er F

B
I A

ctin
g
 D

irecto
r 

L
. P

atrick G
ray w

as unanim
ous: no. 

B
u
t in

 h
is A

u
g
. 1

5
 su

p
p
lem

en
tary

 
statem

en
t, M

r. N
ix

o
n
 reiterated

 th
at 

he "im
m

ediately, began new
 inquiries" 

after M
arch

 2
1
. P

ressed
 fo

r d
etails at 

h
is A

u
g
. 2

2
 n

e
w

s c
o
n
fe

re
n
c
e
, M

r. 
N

ix
o
n
 asserted

 h
e "h

ad
 a co

n
tact m

ad
e 

w
ith

 th
e
 A

tto
rn

e
y
 G

e
n
e
ra

l (K
le

in
-

d
ien

st) h
im

self an
d
 . . . to

ld
 h

im
—

th
is 

w
as o

n
 th

e 2
7
th

 o
f M

arch
—

to
 rep

o
rt 

to
 m

e d
irectly

 an
y
th

in
g
 h

e fo
u
n
d
 in

 
th

is p
articu

lar area." 
D

id
 th

is refu
te K

lein
d
ien

st's sw
o
rn

 
testim

o
n
y
 th

at th
e P

resid
en

t d
id

 n
o
t 

contact him
? N

o. A
ccording to authori-

tativ
e W

h
ite H

o
u

se so
u

rces, M
r. N

ix
-

o
n
's co

n
tact w

as in
d
irect: a M

arch
 2

8
 

telep
h
o
n
e call b

y
 E

h
rlich

m
an

. M
o
re-

o
v

er, th
an

k
s to

 E
h

rlich
m

an
's eg

reg
io

u
s 

h
ab

it o
f su

rrep
titio

u
sly

 reco
rd

in
g
 

his  

o
w

n
 telep

h
o
n
e co

n
v
ersatio

n
s, th

e o
ff-

h
an

d
 q

u
ality

 o
f th

at req
u
est is in

d
is-

p
u
tab

le. 
E

h
rlich

m
an

 sp
en

t th
e first sev

eral 
m

in
u
tes u

rg
in

g
 K

lein
d
ien

st to
 attack

 
W

eicker; K
leindienst refused. T

hen, in 
b

y
-th

e-w
ay

 fash
io

n
, E

h
rlich

m
an

 said
 

h
e P

resid
en

t h
ad

 to
ld

 h
im

 to
 rep

o
rt 

e h
ad

 n
o
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 th

at an
y
b
o
d
y
 

'in
 th

e
 W

h
ite

 H
o
u
se

 h
a
d
 a

n
y
 p

rio
r 

n
o
w

led
g
e o

f, th
is b

u
rg

lary
. H

e said
 

h
at h

e's co
u

n
tin

g
 o

n
 y

o
u

 to
 p

ro
v

id
e 

h
im

 w
ith

 an
y
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 to

 th
e co

n
- 

rary
 if it ev

er tu
rn

s u
p
 an

d
 y

o
u
 ju

st 
ontact him

 direct." T
he sam

e, E
hrlich-

m
an

 co
n
tin

u
ed

, ap
p
lies to

 cam
p
aig

n
 

co
m

m
ittee staffers. T

h
ere w

as n
o
 ;ref-

e
re

n
c
e
 w

h
a
te

v
e
r to

 d
istu

rb
in

g
 n

e
w

 
in
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atio
n

 su
p
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 th
e P
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en
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M

arch 21. 
W

ith
 g

o
o
d
 reaso

n
, K

lein
d
ien

st d
id

 
n
o
t in

terp
ret E

h
rlich

m
an

's call as co
n
-

n
o
tin

g
 p

resid
en

tial u
rg

en
cy

, m
u
ch

 less 
callin

g
 fo

r an
 in

ten
siv

e n
ew

 in
v
estig

a-
tion. 

T
w

o
 d

ay
s after th

is co
n

v
ersatio

n
, 

P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
 h

as said
, h

e o
rd

ered
 

E
h
rlich

m
an

 "to
 co

n
d
u
ct an

 in
d
ep

en
d
-

en
t in

q
u

iry
" w

ith
o

u
t in

fo
rm

in
g

 th
e 

Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t. E

h
rlich

m
an

 h
as 

testified
 h

is in
terv

iew
s o

f a h
alf-d

o
zen

 
people constituted no "investigation." 

A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e P

resid
en

t, E
h
rlich

-
m

an
 g

av
e h

im
 th

e in
q
u
iry

's resu
lts 

A
p
ril 1

4
 an

d
 h

e w
as in

stru
cted

 to
 p

ass A
hem

 to K
lein

d
ien

st. In
 a b

rief tele-
h

o
n

e co
n

v
ersatio

n
 th

at n
ig

h
t, acco

rd
-

lin
g
 to

 K
lein

d
ien

st's sw
o
rn

 testim
o
n
y
, 

4
E

h
rlic

h
m

a
n
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ld
 h

im
 h

e
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 

1
"in

v
estig

atin
g

" W
aterg

ate b
u

t g
av

e n
o

 
'd

etails. S
h
o
ck

ed
, K

lein
d
ien

st rep
lied

 
h
e sh

o
u
ld

 tu
rn

 o
v
er an

y
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 to

 
th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t to

 av
o
id

 o
b
-

stru
ctio

n
 o

f ju
stice ch

arg
es. E

h
rlich

-
m

an
 an

sw
ered

, acco
rd

in
g

 to
 K

lein
-

d
ien

st, th
at "it really

 d
o
esn

't m
ak

e an
y
 

d
ifferen

ce an
y

m
o

re" b
ecau

se ex
-cam

-
p
aig

n
 aid

e Jeb
 M

ag
ru

d
er w

as talk
in

g
 

to
 fed

eral p
ro

secu
to

rs an
y

w
ay

. T
h

at 
w

as th
e en

d
 o

f th
e co

n
v
ersatio

n
. T

h
at 

sam
e n

ig
h

t saw
 th

e, n
o
w

 fam
o
u
s p

o
st-

m
id

n
ig

h
t b

riefin
g
 o

f K
lein

d
ien

st b
y
 

prosecutors. 
T

he A
pril 14 E

hrlichm
an-K

leindienst 
co

n
v

ersatio
n

 w
as also

 su
rrep

titio
u

sly
 

reco
rd

ed
, b

u
t th
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e w

as n
o
t su

b
m

it-
ted

 to
 th

e S
en

ate co
m

m
ittee an

d
 is b

e-
lie

v
e
d
 in

 th
e
 W

h
ite

 H
o
u
se

 file
s. 

It 
. m

ig
h
t p

ro
v
id

e fu
rth

er ev
id

en
ce o

f th
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stran
g
e n

o
n
-co

m
m

u
n
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n
 b

etw
een

 
th

e P
resid

en
t an

d
 th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en
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v
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d

al b
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k
e last 
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P

residential aides and som
e R
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o
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 th
e p

u
b
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g
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o

u
t su

ch
 d

etails. B
u
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n
g

 
as M
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ix

o
n
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g
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o
u
t 

in
v
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n
s th
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er m
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d
 rep

o
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ev
er d

eliv
ered
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u
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n
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w
ill b
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ed

 an
d
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icio
n

s n
u

rtu
red
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