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The voice quavered at 
times and the tension blazed 
In his face throughout—But 
the President kept Ms 
vegatte,_ defuse perime'- 
tgelL4t.fiEt during the 54 
minute performance at San 
Clemente yesterday that can 
be called nothing less than a 
fulVscale confrontation. 

Ordinarily the announce- 
ment of William P. Rogers' 
replacement by Henry A. 
Kissinger' as Secretary of ',- 
State would have.  been go]; 
den grist for the Washing-
ton news mills, worthy 
enough a subject to domi-
nate - a presidential press 
conference. 

This was no ordinary 
time, however', and the pent 
up tfde" of ' Watergate ques-
tions came bursting through 
the Sluices as soon as Presi-
dent Nixon finished his pre-
pared—announcement. The 
Kissinger 	appointment 
might just as well have been 
a local postmasterahip for 
all the attention it was ac- 

, corded.  
It provoked not a single 

question. 
Instead, the President was 

faced _ still again by the 
Watergate demon, which has 
become a far greater afflic-
tion since he last met the 

1 
 ress on March 15. He was 
eing bombarded, he said, 
12 to 15 minutes it night on 
ach of the three major net-
orks" with Watergate. 
And so he summoned up 

1 
 esterday-all -the -old craft 
nd artifices that had been 
orged in his earlier crises 

to do battle with the clamor-
Thg journalists. 

There are large numbers 

j

f Americans who would 
refer that he resign—who 

didn't accept the mandate of 
1/41972, the President said with 
a show of sorrowful toler-
ance. "After all," be ac-
knowledged, "I know that 

,w most of the members of the 
1press corps were not enthu- 
rsiastic." 
. He sought to draw a divid- 

-- 

ling line between the soma 
disclosures of the Watergate 
scandal, which he deplores, 
and "the business of the 
people," which he wants to 
get on with. 

But some politicians, he 
aid, some members of the 
ress and television are de-
ecting him from doing his 

ob by exploiting Watergate. 
They are people, he said, 
i-who didn't accept his 1972 ,mandate, who don't want a 
„stronger America, who don't 
'want the burdensome fed-
eral  bureaucracy trimmed 
back, who don't want more 

,:power returned to the pea 
iple. 

"I impute no improper 
motives to them," the Presi-

d dent said. "I think they 
would prefer that I fail. On 

,,the other hand, I'm not go-
Arm to fall." 

The President buttressed 
his case for wiretapping and 
hugging White House con- 
versations by summoning up 
the examples of John F. 
Kennedy and Lyndon B. 
Johnson. Both, he said, 
maintained the"  capability" 
for such electronfMgfor-
ing. 

And he invoked the exam-
ple of Harry Truman to 
shore up his position on the 
current battleground of ex-
ecutive privilege and the 
surrender of the White 
House tapes. 

There was no impeachment 

meat -More 
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talk, Mr.-  Nixon protested, 
during Watergate-type bur- 
glades which he said were 
carried out during both the 
Kennedy and Johnson ad. 
ministrations. Nor was there 
an outcry at wiretaps of 
newsmen and civil rights 
leaders which he said Rob-
ert F. Kennedy authorized. 

At the outset, in laying 
out his case, the President 
was visibly uneasy, his face 
puffy, his words stammered. 

But he seemed to gain 
confidence and take com-
mend as ft went along. The 



turning point seemed to be 
the burst of laughter he got 
a when he referred to his 
shoving of press secretary 

!Ronald L. Ziegler in New 
Orleans on Monday, an inci-
dent that immediately gave i rise to speculation about 
Mr. Nixon's emotional state. 

! If his old law partner 
'rand confidant, John Mitch-
ell, had told him the truth 
about Watergate, the Presi-
dent quipped, "I would have 
blown my stack, just as I 

idid at Ziegler the other 
day." Mr. Nixon was clearly 
trying to play down the 

Ziegler incident as an ab-
berational outburst on his 
part- 

Throughout the perform-
ance the President stuck to 
his earlier defense line: his 
trusted aides had not let 
nim in on the truth until 
too late. As' soon as he found 
out, he acted. 

Yet at one point, when he 
was asked how much per-
sonal blame he accepts for 
the Watergate scandal, Mr. 
Nixon al.swerrd with anger: 
"I accent it. all." 

His anger, under tight rein 
at most times, flared visibly  

under the battering of ques-
tions. it was, by any stan-
dard, an extraordinary meet-
ing between press and Presi-
dent. - 

He was openly questioned 
about impeachment, his con-
tinued capacity to govern, 
whether or not he owed the 
American people an apology 
for the secret bombings in 
Cambodia in 1969. 

Ii

At one point he engaged 
an Rather of CBS in a sar-
stic contretemps. Rather 
d he was posing a ques-
n "with due respect for 
ur office . • •" 

The President interrupt. 
d: "That woulld be un-

,Custial." There was laughter, 
but also a grim undertone 
to the exchange. The CBS 
commentator i s regarded 
within the White House fam-
ily as unfriendly. 

It was apparent that Mr. 
IN1xon's view of his relation-
ship with the press remains 
unaltered from his gloomy 
and premature farewell ap-
pearance in the 1962 Cali-
fornia gubernatorial cam-

4 paign. 
"Frankly, if I had always  

followed what the press pre-
dicted or what the pelts pre-
dicted, I would never have 
been elected President," he 
said. 

On the subject of the trou-
bles of Vice President Ag-
new, the President chose his 
words with care. His confi-
dence in the "integrity" of 
the Vice President and in 
"the perfoirance of the 
duties" of his office was of 
the highest. 

But it would be improper 
to speculate, Mr. Nixon em-
phasized, on the charges  

made against Agnew for ac-
tivities "before he became 
Vice President." 

The President was less 
reticent in speaking about 
his two former trusted 
White House aides, H. R. 
(Bob) Haldeman and John D. 
Ehrlichman. 

"When they have an op-
portunity to have their case 
heard in court, and not simp-
Ey to be tried before a com-
mittee and tried in the press 
and tried in television — 
they will be exonerated," 
the President predicted. 


