NIXONAIDES SURE
HE HAS DEFLATED
WATERGATE ISSUE

Warren Indicates Answers
on Details Won't Be Given
at News Conferences

By R. W. APPLE Jr.
Special to The New Yok Times
WASHINGTON, Aug. 16—The
White House sought today to
convey confidence that Presi-
dent Nixon had pulled the
stinger of the Watergate scan-
dal

Mr. Nixon implied as much
last night, in his televised
speech and supplementary
Watergate statement, when he
forswore any intention to “en-
ter upon an endless course of
explaining and rebutting a com-
plex of point-by-point claims
and charges.”

The President’s wife put the
matter more directly, Helen
McCain Smith, her press secre- |
tary, said that Mrs. Nixon had|
conveyed to her “the feeling|
that Watergate is behind all of|
us now.”

And the deputy Presidential
press secretary, Gerald L. War-
ren, implied at this morning's
regular briefing that Mr. Nixon
might decide not to give sub-
stantive answers to detailed
questions on Watergate at a
news conference—his first since
March 15—that is tentatively
scheduled for next week at the
Western White House in Cali-
fornia. ‘

Mr. Warren said that such
questions could certainly be
asked, but he would not say|
how they would be answered.
Furthermore, he insisted, under
interrogation about the ques-
tions that Mr. Nixon left un-
answered last night, that the
President had already spoken
“forthrightly” about the case,

See Questions Fading

Underlying the White House
stance, senior Prsidential assist-

ants said, is the conviction that
the specific questions to which|
Mr. Nixon rfused last night to
addrss himself will gradually
fade from public consciousness,|
while his general denial and his
future activities will come to
the fore.

“We considered a oint-by-|

point rebuttal,” one official
said. “Work was done on it.
But the concusion was that it
wouldn’t be palitically produc-
tive. I wouldn't look for any
retreat from that position,
either at the news conference
or any time in the future.”
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The White House believes,
thowever, that the public, de-
spite Mr, Nixon's 31 per cent
in the most recent Gallup Poll,
will be more inclined than the
|politicians to share his desire
to get on with other business. |,

Mr. Warren said this morning
that tlephone calls to thel!
White House last night had run
about 5 or 6 to | in the Presi-|!
dent's favor. But he conceded|’
that all Presidential speeches|$
produced favorable mail and|2
phone calls, : f

A spokesman for the Senate s
committee said that the first|t
delivery of telegrams to the of- |l
fice of Senator Sam J. Ervin ff
Jr. of North Carolina, the com-|:
mittee chairman, had been pver
whelmingly complimentary —|;
221 favoring the committee an |
31 opposing it. There was no
indication that the hearings
would be suspended, although
thgg may be shortened, aides
said,

The White House will be
watching both ‘the public polls[
and private polls that it has
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