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T
he P

resident: S
tanding 'A

bove the B
attle' ... 

"
It can

n
ot h

ave b
een

 easy for M
r. N

ixon
 to b

e p
u

b
. 

h
ay p

ortrayed
 as a m

on
ster of in

iq
u

ity for d
oin

g 

p
recisely w

h
at h

is m
ost ad

m
ired

 p
red

ecessors b
ad

 

also d
on

e."
 

T
he P

resident has said his say about 
th

e W
aterg

ate h
o

rro
r, an

d
 o

n
e m

u
st 

w
ait to

 see th
e sig

n
s o

f th
e co

u
n
try

's 
resp

o
n

se to
 h

im
. T

h
e ev

id
en

ce fro
m

 
the grass roots is pretty strong already 
th

at m
o

st p
eo

p
le feel th

ey
 h

av
e al-

read
y

 h
eard

 en
o

u
g

h
 ab

o
u

t W
aterg

ate 
and allied m

isdeeds. H
ence P

resident 
N

ixon stands a reasonable chance of a 
friendly national response, over-all. 

If th
at is th

e o
u
tco

m
e, th

e S
en

ate 
w

ill h
ear ab

o
u
t fro

m
 th

e g
rass ro

o
ts 

so
o
n
 en

o
u
g
h
. A

n
d
 in

 th
at ev

en
t, w

e 
m

ay
 sh

o
rtly

 see th
e en

d
 o

f th
e m

o
st 

perilous phase of the W
atergate expo-

su
re. O

n
e m

u
st ad

d
 th

at th
is p

h
ase o

f 
su

stain
ed

 attack
 o

n
 th

e P
resid

en
t an

d
 

tb..,  p
resid

en
cy

 h
as b

een
 p

erilo
u
s fo

r 
n
o
 so

rt o
f m

o
ral reaso

n
. F

o
r b

leak
ly

 
practical reasons, It Is alw

ays danger-
ous to have a crippled A

m
erican P

resi-
dent. 

B
ut the response to the sp

eech
 is in

 
th

e fu
tu

re. F
o

r th
e p

resen
t, it is m

o
re 

w
o

rth
 n

o
tin

g
 th

at th
is en

d
lessly

 re-
drafted address by R

ichard M
. N

ixon 
b

o
re q

u
ite, v

isib
le traces o

f th
e p

ro
-

longed conflict am
ong the P

resident's 
m

o
st tru

sted
 rem

ain
in

g
 ad

v
isers. T

h
e 

conflict has been going on for m
onths; 

an
d

 o
n

 W
ed

n
esd

ay
, it reach

ed
 is cli-

m
ax and its end. 
T

h
e co

n
flict h

as b
een

 ab
o

u
t w

h
at 

stan
ce th

e P
resid

en
t o

u
g
h
t to

 ad
o
p
t 

under the perpetual drum
fire of accu-

sation and attack. T
he m

ajority of his 
present staff m

em
bers have alw

ays fa-
vored 'a m

oderate, patient above-the-
b
attle stan

ce. T
h
e m

ain
 o

u
tlin

es o
f 

W
ednesday's speech clearly follow

ed  

th
e b

lu
ep

rin
t o

f th
is g

ro
u

p
, w

h
ich

 h
as 

been led by G
en. A

lexander H
aig and 

the W
hite H

ouse new
 legal adviser, J.' 

F
red B

uzhardt. 
B

ut there have been others, notably 
am

ong the congressional rightw
ingers 

an
d

 th
e P

resid
en

t's o
w

n
 circle o

f p
ri-

v
ate frien

d
s, w

h
o
 h

av
e rep

eated
ly

 
urged him

 to "com
e out sw

inging w
ith 

b
o
th

 fists." T
h
e P

resid
en

t h
as rep

eat-
ed

ly
 b

een
 tem

p
ted

 to
 listen

 to
 th

ese 
urgings. T

he m
ain trace of this—

and a 
clear trace, to

o
—

w
as to

 b
e fo

u
n

d
 In

 
th

e referen
ce in

 h
is sp

eech
 to

 u
n

au
-

th
o

rized
 w

ire-tap
p

in
g

 in
 p

rev
io

u
s ad

-
m

inistrations. 
O

n this subject, w
e have heard a lot 

o
f h

ig
h

-to
n

ed
 p

reach
in

g
 fro

m
 p

eo
p

le 
w

ho S
hould know

 better, if they know
 

an
y
th

in
g
 w

h
atev

er ab
o
u
t th

e life o
f 

th
is d

reary
 city

. T
h
e P

resid
en

t is o
f 

co
u

rse rig
h

t th
at th

e p
ractice n

o
w

 so
 

loudly condem
ned in the N

ixon adm
in-

istratio
n
 w

as q
u
ite as co

m
m

o
n
—

in
 a 

couple of cases, very m
uch m

ore com
-

m
o

n
—

in
 all fo

u
r o

f th
e p

rev
io

u
s ad

- 

m
inistrations since the second w

orL
d 

w
ar. 
T

h
is rep

o
rter first learn

ed
 th

at h
e 

w
as being w

iretapped in the T
rum

an 
adm

inistration, w
hen an old friend and 

a g
reat S

ecretary
 o

f D
efen

se, R
o

b
ert 

A
. L

o
v

ett, led
 th

e w
ay

 silen
tly

 fro
m

 
his P

entagon office into the corridor. 
T

h
ere h

e g
av

e a clear w
arn

in
g
 th

at it 
w

ould be w
ise to be careful about tele-

phone calls for a good w
hile, since a 

"secu
rity

" in
v

estig
atio

n
 w

as in
 p

ro
g

-
ress. T

he fact that the w
arning had to 

b
e co

n
v
ey

ed
 in

 th
e co

rrid
o
r w

as n
o
t 

w
ithout m

eaning, either. 
T

he record of the previous four ad-
m

inistrations' w
iretapping of officials 

of those adm
inistrations, reporters and 

th
e rest, *

ere rem
ark

ab
ly

 h
ard

 fo
r 

P
resid

en
t N

tico
n
 to

 co
m

e b
y
. H

e 
w

an
ted

 th
e co

m
p

lete reco
rd

s, w
h

ich
 

are said to be fairly eye-popping, even 
by the standards of cynicism

 and expe-
rience. H

e only got them
, how

ever, as 
the result of a hand-search of 25,000 
F

B
I filet. 

T
h

e sim
p

le. fact th
at su

ch
 a search

 
w

as m
ade is proof enough of the tem

p-
tatio

n
 th

e P
resid

en
t h

as co
n

tin
u

o
u

sly
 

felt to
 fo

llo
w

 a m
u
ch

, m
u
ch

 to
u
g
h
er 

c
o

u
rse

. T
h

e
 re

su
lts o

f th
e
 se

a
rc

h
, 

above-sum
m

arized, are also proof that 
th

e P
resid

en
t h

as ex
ercised

 
a 

lo
t o

f 
self-restraint thus far. 

A
fter all, it can

n
o
t h

av
e b

een
 easy

 
fo

r h
im

 to
 b

e p
u

b
licly

 p
o

rtray
ed

 as a 
m

onster of iniquity for' doing precisely 
w

h
at h

is m
o

st ad
m

ired
 p

red
ecesso

rs 
had also done, and som

etim
es on a far 

larger, m
ore surprising scale. It cannot 

have been easy for him
, either, to hear 

the indignant but grossly ill-inform
ed 

d
en

ials th
at th

is co
u

ld
 p

o
ssib

ly
 h

av
e 

b
een

 tru
e; o

r to
 w

atch
 th

e eag
ern

ess 
w

ith
 w

h
ich

 th
o

se d
en

ials w
ere g

en
er-

ally accepted, on the basis of no sort of 
adequate factual inquiry. 

T
h
en

, to
o
, w

h
atev

er y
o
u
 m

ay
 th

in
k
 

about W
atergate, you have to face the 

fact if you are honest about such m
at-

ters, th
at R

ich
ard

 M
. N

ix
o

n
 h

as su
f-

fered
 fro

m
 w

h
at h

e m
u

st reg
ard

 as an
 

u
n

fair d
o

u
b

le stan
d

ard
. T

h
in

k
 o

f th
is 

N
ixonian B

ay of P
igs, for instance, as 

ag
ain

st w
h
at h

ap
p
en

ed
 in

 1
8
6
1
 an

d
 

w
hat w

as then said about it. 
A

ll th
is Is o

f so
m

e im
p
o
rtan

ce, fi-
n
ally

. If th
e recen

t sp
eech

 d
o
es n

o
t 

p
ro

d
u
c
e
 th

e
 re

su
lts th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t 

w
ants, he w

ill then do w
hat he has al-

read
y
 co

m
e to

 d
o
in

g
. H

e w
ill u

se all 
th

e aw
e-in

sp
irin

g
 reso

u
rces o

f h
is o

f-
fice to "com

e out sw
inging w

ith, both 
fists." D

iv
isiv

e w
ill b

e a m
ild

 w
ay

 o
f 

describing the predictable results. 
• 
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