
N
ixon A

dm
its O

rdering 
Secret C

am
bodia R

aids 
A

ccuses 
C

ritics of 
'co O

u
t' 

V
/V

/ y L
ou C

annon 
W

a
sh

in
g
to

n
 P

o
st E

lta
ff W

rite
r 

N
 E

 W
 O

R
L

E
A

N
S

, L
a., 

A
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P
resident N

ixon: 
acknow

ledged for the first, 
tim

e publicly today that he 
ap

p
ro

v
ed

 secret b
o
m

b
in

g
 

raid
s in

 C
am

b
o

d
ia an

d
 h

e 
vigorously justified them

 as 
b
ein

g
 n

ecessary
 to

 p
ro

tect 
A

m
erican 

N
ixon also 

liv
e
s. . 

M
r. 	

used a speech 
to

 th
e
 V

e
te

ra
n
s o

f F
o
re

ig
n
 

W
ars h

ere as an
 o

ccasio
n
 to

 
g

r 
accu

se critics in
 C

o
n
g
ress an

d
 

th
e 

p
ress o

f seek
in

g
 to

 "co
p
 

ou
t"

 o
n
 U

.S
. g

lo
b
al resp

o
n
si-

b
ilities. 
M

r. N
ix

o
n
 sp

o
k
e to

 a V
F

W
 

co
n
v
en

tio
n
 after can

cellin
g
 h

is 
m

o
to

rcad
e ro

u
te in

 d
o
w

n
to

w
n
 

N
ew

 O
rlean

s b
ecau

se tn
e se-

cret S
erv

ice said
 it h

ad
 u

n
co

v
-

ered
 a "p

o
ssib

le co
n
sp

iracy
" 

to
 assassin

ate h
im

. 
H

e h
ad

 b
een

 sch
ed

u
led

 to
 

m
otor dow

n four blocks of C
a-

n
al S

treet b
efo

re arriv
in

g
 at 

th
e
 c

o
n
v
e
n
tio

n
 c

e
n
te

r. H
e
 

d
ro

v
e
 a

lo
n
g
 a

n
 a

lte
rn

a
te

 
ro

u
te. 

A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 W
h
ite H

o
u
se 

o
fficials, M

r. N
ix

o
n
 

w
as 

in-
fo

rm
ed

 o
f th

e p
o

ssib
le d

an
g

er 
in

 N
e
w

 O
rle

a
n

s o
n

 S
u

n
d

a
y

 
n
ig

h
t b

y
 th

e S
ecret S

erv
ice, 

a
fte

r c
o
n
su

lta
tio

n
 w

ith
 th

e
 

F
B

I an
d

 N
ew

 O
rlean

s p
o

lice. 
T

h
is m

o
rn

in
g

, h
e receiv

ed
 th

e 
re

c
o
m

m
e
n
d
a
tio

n
 th

a
t h

e
 

c
h
a
n
g
e
 th

e
 ro

u
te

 
a
n

d
 h

e 
ag

reed
. T

h
ere w

ere n
o
 in

ci-
d
en

ts d
u
rin

g
 h

is sto
p
o
v
er in

 
N

ew
 O

rleans. 
M

r. N
ix

o
n
, in

 h
is sp

e
e
c
h
, 

gave the follow
ing explanation 

o
f w

h
y
 th

e U
.S

. b
o
m

b
in

g
s in

 
C

am
b
o
d
ia w

ere k
ep

t secret: 
"H

ad
 w

e an
n

o
u

n
ced

 th
e air 

strik
es, th

e C
am

b
o

d
ian

 g
o

y
-

o
rn

m
e
n

t w
o

u
ld

 h
a
v

e
 b

e
e
n

 
c
o

m
p

e
lle

d
 to

 p
ro

te
st; th

e
 

b
o
m

b
in

g
 w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e h
ad

 to
 

sto
p

; a n
 d

 A
m

erican
 so

ld
iers 

w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e p
aid

 fo
r th

e d
is-

clo
su

re w
ith

 th
eir liv

es." 
H

e said
, h

o
w

ev
er, th

at th
e 

b
o
m

b
in

g
 w

as d
isclo

sed
 to

 u
n
-

sp
ecified

 g
o

v
ern

m
en

t an
d

 co
n

-
g
ressio

n
al lead

ers. 

T
h
e p

rev
io

u
sly

 secret raid
s 

w
ere rev

ealed
 last m

o
n
th

 after 
fo

rm
er A

ir F
o
rce o

fficers d
e-

scrib
ed

 h
o
w

 th
ey

 w
ere cam

o
u
-

flag
ed

 in
 o

fficial rep
o
rts. A

d
-

m
in

istratio
n

 o
fficials in

d
icated

 
th

e
y
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 a

p
p
ro

v
e
d
 b

y
 

th
e N

atio
n
al S

ecu
rity

 C
o
u
n
cil 

b
u

t to
d

a
y

's sp
e
e
c
h

 W
a
s th

e
 

first o
fficial ack

n
o

w
led

g
m

en
t 

th
at M

r. N
ix

o
n
 h

ad
 o

rd
ered

 
th

e raid
s. 	

• 
T

h
e P

resid
en

t d
escrib

ed
 th

e 
situ

atio
n
 in

 In
d
o
ch

in
a at th

e 
tim

e h
e to

o
k

 o
ffice in

 Jan
u

ary
, 

1969. H
e said that 40,000 N

orth 
V

ietn
am

ese tro
o
p
s h

ad
 tak

en
 

o
v
er a 1

0
-m

ile-w
id

e stretch
 in

 
C

am
bodia alongside the S

outh. 
V

ietnam
ese border. 

"'T
he C

om
m

unists had m
ade 

th
e n

eu
trality

 
a m

ockery of 	
ty

 o
f 

th
o

se
 b

o
rd

e
r re

g
io

n
s," th

e
 

P
resid

en
t said

. "T
h
e U

n
ited

 
m

oral ob- 
ligation w

as u
n
d
er n

o
 

lig
atio

n
 to

 resp
ect th

e sh
am

." 
H

e
 s

a
id

 th
e
re

 w
e
re

 n
o
 

co
m

p
lain

tsfro
m

 P
rin

ce N
o
r 

d
o

m
 sih

an
o

u
k

, w
h

o
 w

as h
ead

 
o
f state in

 C
am

b
o
d
ia 

a
t th

e 
tim

e of the bom
bings. 
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