
N
ixon

 L
eaves H

osp
ital, 

lm
4

0
e

 1
1

4
,try

i 

D
en

ies P
lan

s T
o R

esign
 

tie
h

ilt,"
 P

resid
en

t N
ixon

 told
 

rom
isin

g to "
w

ork
 righ

t u
p

 to 

h
is W

h
ite H

o
u

se sta
ff to

d
a

y
 

th
at an

y su
ggestion

 h
e w

ou
ld

 
resig

n
 b

efo
re th

e en
d

 o
f h

is 
term

 is "
ju

st p
lain

 p
op

p
ycock

."
 

S
p

eak
in

g in
form

ally to sev-
eral h

u
n

d
red

 W
h

ite H
ou

se em
-

p
loyes in

 th
e R

ose G
ard

en
 fol-

low
in

g h
is release from

 B
eth

-
esd

a
 N

a
v
a
l M

ed
ica

l C
en

ter, 
N

ixon
 said

: 
"

L
et oth

ers w
allow

 in
 W

ater-
p

a
te. W

e're g
o

in
g

 to
 d

o
 o

u
r 

A
ck

n
ow

led
gin

g th
at h

is d
oc-

to
rs h

a
v

e u
rg

ed
 h

im
 to

 slo
w

 
d

ow
n

 an
d

 tak
e m

ore tim
e for 

relaxation
, th

e P
resid

en
t said

, 
"

N
o on

e in
 th

is great office at 
th

is tim
e in

 th
e w

orld's history 
I can

 slow
 d

ow
n

."
 

N
ixon

 d
eclared

 in
 p

rom
isin

g 

2
w

1
2
 1

-2
0
 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 ( A

P
) 

to
 w

o
rk

 "
a

t fu
ll tilt a

ll th
e 

w
ay"

 th
at th

e h
ealth

 of th
e n

a-
tion

 an
d

 th
e w

q
rld

 is m
ore im

-
p

ortan
t th

an
 th

e h
ealth

 of an
y 

individual. 
"

T
h

ere is so
 m

u
ch

 th
a
t w

e 
w

an
t to d

o an
d

 so little tim
e to 

it,"
 h

e said
„ u

rgin
g th

e staff 
to join

 h
im

 in
 b

earin
g d

ow
n

 on
 

th
e job

. 
T

h
e P

resid
en

t—
sm

ilin
g, look

-
in

g
 fit a

n
d

 cra
ck

in
g

 a
n

 o
cca

-
sio

n
a
l jo

k
e—

sa
id

 so
m

e h
a
v
e 

su
ggested

 th
at h

e m
igh

t resign
 

b
ecau

se of th
e b

u
rd

en
s of h

is 
office an

d
 "

som
e of th

e rou
gh

 
assau

lts"
 an

y P
resid

en
t is sub-

jected
 to. 

"
T

h
a
t's ju

st p
la

in
 p

o
p

p
y
-

cock
,"

 N
ixon

 said
. "

W
e're go-

in
g to stay on

 th
is job

."
 

N
ixon

 w
as h

osp
italized

 for a 
w

eek
 fo

r trea
tm

en
t o

f v
ira

l 
pneum

onia. 

H
e cred

ited
 "

th
e sp

irit o
f 

B
eth

esd
a"

 an
d

 th
e sp

irit of all 
th

e N
avy m

ed
ical corp

sm
en

 for 
g
iv

in
g
 h

im
 th

e lift to
 g

et w
ell 

soon
er th

an
 exp

ected
. 

T
h

e
 n

u
r
se

s, d
o

c
to

r
s a

n
d

 
corpsm

en
 assign

ed to th
e p

resi-
d

en
tia

l ca
se lin

ed
 u

p
 to

 sa
y

 
good

b
ye as N

ixon
 left. 

N
ixon personally shook hands 

w
ith

 everyon
e an

d
 gave p

artin
g 

g
ifts a

s h
e th

a
n

k
ed

 th
em

 fo
r 

"
th

e k
in

d
n

ess an
d

 th
ou

gh
tfu

l-
n

e
ss"

 th
a

t h
e
 sa

id
 d

e
e
p

ly
 

tou
ch

ed
 h

im
 on

 h
is first tim

e in
 

th
e h

osp
ital in

 13 years. 

T
h

e P
resid

en
t, in

 a ligh
t b

lu
e 

su
it, d

rove off in
 h

is tim
ou

sein
e 

ab
ou

t 9:10 a.m
, to retu

rn
 to th

e 
W

hite H
ouse 

for a few
 h

ou
rs of 

w
ork

 p
rior to a w

eek
en

d
 at h

is 
C

am
p D

avid, M
d., m

ountain re-
treat. 


