
Joseph. A
lsop 

B
ehind the N

ixon P
ardon 

A
m

id
 th

e ru
m

o
rs an

d
 co

u
n
ter-ru

-
m

ors, denials and counter-denials, one 
thing seem

s m
ore and m

ore probable. 
E

v
en

tu
ally

, th
e reco

rd
 w

ill sh
o
w

 th
at 

w
h

en
 P

resid
en

t F
o

rd
 so

 ab
ru

p
tly

 p
ar-

d
o
n
e
d
 h

is p
re

d
e
c
e
sso

r, P
re

sid
e
n
t 

N
ix

o
n
 w

as su
fferin

g
 fro

m
 a n

ear-
breakdow

n. 
A

s an
y
o
n
e o

u
g
h
t to

 p
erceiv

e, it 
w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 a m
ajo

r n
atio

n
al 

nightm
are if the form

er P
resident had 

slipped over the edge into a full S
cale 

nervous breakdow
n. It is now

 know
n 

th
at P

resid
en

t F
o

rd
 h

ad
 alw

ay
s in

-
ten

d
ed

 to
 g

ran
t a p

ard
o
n

 to
 P

resid
en

t 
N

ix
o
n
 in

 th
e en

d
. B

u
t it also

 seem
s 

probable that fear of. P
resident N

ixon 
soon slipping over the edge w

as w
hat 

le
d

 P
re

sid
e
n
t F

o
rd

 in
to

 c
lu

m
sily

 
abrupt action last S

unday. 
O

n
e can

 o
n

ly
 say

 th
at th

is seem
s 

"probable" because of the perfect fog 
of uncertainty that still hangs over the 
W

h
ite H

o
u
se. T

h
e fo

g
 is o

n
ly

 b
ein

g
 

b
ro

k
en

,.as th
ese w

o
rd

s are w
ritten

 at 
any rate, by lurid flashes of self-serv-
in

g
 u

n
tru

th
 fro

m
 certain

 am
o
n
g
 th

e 
factio

n
s th

at n
o
w

 d
iv

id
e th

e W
h
ite_

 
H

o
u
se staff. S

o
 o

n
e can

n
o
t b

e su
re 

w
h

o
 really

 k
n

ew
- w

h
at in

 th
e W

h
ite 

H
ouse itself. 
O

n the central question, how
ever, it 

is now
 possible to be m

uch m
ore posi-

tive. T
w

o w
eeks ago and m

ore, P
resi-

dent N
ixon's telephone calls from

 S
an 

C
lem

ente had convinced key senators 
th

at th
eir caller w

as frig
h

ten
in

g
ly

 
clo

se to
 th

e m
o
st d

an
g
ero

u
s so

rt o
f 

breakdow
n. 

T
h
ere w

ere a g
o
o
d
 m

an
y
 o

f th
ese  

calls to
 sen

ato
rs an

d
 rep

resen
tativ

es; 
th

eir p
attern

 w
as far fro

m
 u

n
ifo

rm
. 

M
o

st co
m

m
o

n
ly

, P
resid

en
t N

ix
o

n
 

show
ed no disturbing loss of self con-

trol. F
or exam

ple, he w
as com

pletely 
"m

aster o
f h

im
self" w

ith
 S

en
ate M

i-
n

o
rity

 L
e
a
d
e
r H

u
g
h
 S

c
o
tt o

f 
P

ennsylvania; but he also revealed the 
m

ain
 th

em
e o

f h
is co

n
cern

 b
y
 say

in
g
 

to
 S

e
n
. S

c
o
tt th

a
t h

e
 "h

o
p
e
d
 th

e
y
 

w
o
u
ld

n
't h

arass th
e o

ld
 m

an
"—

"th
e 

old m
an" being him

self 
C

h
aracteristically

, h
o

w
ev

er, P
resi-

dent N
ixon has never really let him

self 
g
o
 ex

cep
t w

ith
 th

e ex
trem

ely
 n

arro
w

 
group he m

ore or less trusts. O
n C

api; --  
tol H

ill, the sole m
em

bers of this nar-
ro

w
 g

ro
u
p
 a

re
 a

 fe
w

 o
f th

e
 m

o
re

 
rig

h
tw

in
g
 R

ep
u
b
lican

s an
d
 S

o
u
th

ern
 

D
em

o
crats. In

 h
is calls to

 m
o
re th

an
 

o
n
e o

f th
ese m

en
, th

e fo
rm

er P
resi-

dent becam
e totally "distraught," even 

talking in a m
anner that suggested he 

m
ig

h
t try

 to
 d

o
 aw

ay
 w

ith
 h

im
self. 

T
he m

ost im
portant recipient of this 

ty
p
e o

f call fro
m

 S
an

 C
lem

en
te ap

-
pears to have been the.ylise and_kliully 
chairm

an of the S
enate Judiciary tIBtri-

m
ittee, Jam

es E
astland of M

ississippi. 

S
en

. E
astlan

d
, w

h
en

 ask
ed

 ab
o
u
t th

e 
m

a
tte

r, n
o
w

 re
p
lie

s
 w

ith
 "

n
o
 

com
nient"; and it is, of course, possible 

th
at o

n
e o

f th
e sen

ato
r's co

lleag
u
es 

w
arn

ed
 h

im
 th

e fo
rm

er P
resid

ett w
as 

w
orryingly close to breakdow

n. A
l any 

*rate, S
en. E

astland w
as convinced, and 

he took prelim
inary action. 

T
he action taken w

as to explore the 
problem

 w
ith m

em
bers of the "B

i-par-
tisan

 C
o
m

m
ittee o

f E
ig

h
t." T

h
is w

as 
th

e g
ro

u
p

, in
fo

rm
ally

 n
am

ed
 w

h
en

 
L

eon Jaw
orski w

as confirm
ed as S

pe-
cial P

ro
secu

to
r, to

 h
o

ld
 a g

en
eral 

w
atching brief and especially to- insure 

- the S
peC

ial P
roseciitor'a freedomm

-1E0m
 

W
hite H

ouse pressures. 
T

he m
em

bers of the com
m

ittee are 
the R

epublican and D
em

ocratic senior 
m

em
bers of the H

ouse and S
enate Ju-

diciary .C
om

m
ittees and the leaders. of 

both parties in the H
ouse and S

enate. 
T

here w
as no m

eeting of the com
m

it-
tee n

o
r w

as th
ere fu

ll scale co
n
su

lta-
tio

n
. B

u
t all fo

u
r R

ep
u

b
lican

s w
ere 

alerted
, an

d
 th

e facts w
ere also

 laid
 

b
efo

re S
en

ate M
ajo

rity
 L

ead
er M

ik
e 

M
ansfield of M

ontana. 
S

en
. M

an
sfield

 reserv
ed

 ju
d
g
m

en
t  

fo
r th

e tim
e b

ein
g
. M

ean
w

h
ile S

en
. 

E
astlan

d
. S

en
. S

co
tt, H

o
u
se M

in
o
rity

 
L

ead
er Jo

h
n
 R

h
o
d
es o

f A
rizo

n
a, an

d
 

the tw
o other R

epublican m
em

bers of 
th

e co
m

m
ittee, w

ere all in
 g

en
eral 

ag
reem

en
t o

n
 th

e b
est co

u
rse to

 tak
e 

If th
ey

 co
u
ld

 secu
re a "co

n
sen

su
s"—

m
ean

in
g
 six

 v
o
tes o

u
t o

f eig
h
t—

th
ey

 
w

ere ready to w
arn S

pecial P
rosecutor 

Jaw
orski of the seem

ingly grave state 
o

f P
resid

en
t N

ix
o

n
's h

ealth
 an

d
 to

 
urge the unw

isdom
 of any prosecution. 

It is d
ifficu

lt to
 b

eliev
e th

at S
en

. 
M

ansfield w
ould not have provided the 

six
th

 v
o
te n

eed
ed

 fo
r "co

n
sen

su
s," if 

he too had becom
e convinced that the 

form
er P

resident w
as near to full scale 

nervous collapse and m
ight even seek 

to end his life. A
nd if the others w

ere 
firm

ly
 co

n
v
in

ced
 o

f th
e d

an
g
er—

as 
they w

ere—
It is easy to im

agine S
en. 

M
ansfield becom

ing convinced, too. 
B

u
t it is u

seless to
 sp

ecu
late, at th

is 
late date, upon w

hat m
ight have been. 

T
he m

ain point is sim
ple. If P

resident 
N

ix
o

n
 h

as b
een

 an
y

w
h

ere n
ear real 

nervous collapse—
and sensible, decent 

m
en

 are firm
ly

 p
ersu

ad
ed

 th
e d

an
g
er 

has been uncom
fortably near—

a lot of 
people are currently behaving in a w

ay 
that recalls the E

m
press W

u. 
T

h
e E

m
p

ress W
u

 w
as a g

reat ru
ler 

of C
hina's T

ang D
ynasty w

ho w
as un-

kind to the vanquished. O
ne beaten ri-

v
al's h

an
d

s an
d

 feet w
ere cu

t o
ff an

d
 

she w
as throw

n into a pig-stye, w
here 

the E
m

press W
u used to go and w

atch 
h

e
r b

e
in

g
 fe

d
. It d

o
e
s n

o
t m

a
k

e
 a

 
pretty picture. 

6
 1974. L

oa A
nielea T

im
es 

"It w
ould have been a m

ajor national night-
m

a
re if th

e fo
rm

er P
resid

en
t h

a
s slip

p
ed

 
over the edge into a fullscale nervous break-

dow
n." 


