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The Watergate prosecutors’ have told
the Justice Department that there is
justification for calling President Nixon
to answer questions before the federal
grand jury investigating the case, accord-
ing to reliable government sources,

However, the prosecutors and their
superiors in the Justice Department, in-
cluding Assistant ' Attorney General
Henry E. Petersen, believe that the Con-
stitution appears.to preclude ca]ling an
incumbent  President 'before a grand
jury, the sources said. Sz

In meetings and discussions this month
with Petersen and other Justice’ officials,
the prosecutors have outlined their
theory .of the -case. and recommended
that Mr. Nixon’s principal White House

and campaign deputies ‘be indicted the
sources said.

The President’s role in th’“ Watergate
“case ig the ‘one ‘key wquestion 'that re-

mains to. be clarified in the current grand -

jury investigatmn, nccarding ‘to Justice

Department s pebn i
'The. prnsecutors have ,told

iors that evidence justifies questioning

Mr.. Nixon's innermost - circle could
perpetrate .~ a massive obstruction of
justice without his knowledge, the sources
reported, .

The prosecutors’ theory of the case
holds that a Watergate ; cover-up was
undertaken by the White House to pre-
vent disclosure of a covert program  of

ing the breakdn at the office o£ Daniel
Ellsberg’s 'psychiatrist in 1971, \ = °

Evidence presented to the grand jury
of a cover-up, hearsay testimony involv-
ing the President at the Senate’s Water-

ate hearings and additional evidence—
details of which could not be learned—
all raise legal questions about the Presi-
ident’s role, according to Justice Depart-
'ment sources

;

“There is no bombsheli tucked away, :

one department source stressed. Rather,
he said, “there is an evidentiary pattern"
that rais'es questions about the Presi-
dent’s role, “No document does it,” the
source said.

“The President should be given an
opportunity to explain himself” another
knowledgeable source said.

i:‘heh' Euper-' 4

the President about how members of e

'[illegal activities conducted by the Nixon -
administration, the sourees said, includ-

The sources “said that ii 11; were ansf
other person than the - Presldent that
person would have heen subpoenaed to ;
testify before the grand-jury. - =

The problem of how to proceed With
the investigation of the President’s role
has been discussed in meetings with the '
new special prosecutor in the case, former
U. S. Solicitor General Archibald Cox,
according to high-level *Justice Depart-
ment sources. It is now his decision on,
how to proceed, the'soifrces sald.

Cox has asked the three. prosecutors. |

in the case—Assistant U, S. Attorneys |
Earl J.' Silbert, Seymour Glanzer and

See, WATEBGATE, mz Col. 1

Specml prosecutor Archibald Caz ex-
pects to name several top ass s this

“The story reﬂentn shocking and ir
responsible abuse ' of authority on the

#part of the federa] prosecutors, if in fact,

they made the statements attributed to

them. Grand jury proceedings are by

law secret. It is a violation of law to..
communicate information and allegations -
relating to the grand jury proceedings in
this fashion, The White House has asked
Attorney General (Elliot L) Richardson,
and will be asking Special Prosecutor
(Archibald) Cox, ‘to investigate the cir- |
cumstances of these anonymous charges
against the President of the Umted States
—and to do 56 immediately.” - = © @

Ziegler declined to say if the "abuse _
of authority” was the transfer of informa-
tion by the prosecutors fo the Justice
Department—which is  presumably a -
routine procedure—or the obtaining .of
such ini'ormatlon by 'I‘he Washington '
Post,

Ini'ormed of the contents of the story, .
Assistant U. S. Attorney Earl J. Silbert,
who has headed- the Watergate grand
jury investigation, said he would have
-no comment. Jack Hushen, a spokesman
for the Justice Department, also declined
to comment on the story. . = v .
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- convey the case t.o the for-.
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. _®In fits indictment, the
grand jury could spell out -
its preception  of the Presi-
. dent’s role in the case and
" Richardson and Cox would
* simply sign the indictment
without communication with
- Congress. In- this instance,
‘the Congress would then
. have to decide how. to pro-
_ceed, without the benefit of
<any mommendatlon :rom
.the grand jury or Justic De-
partment, 0T 3
.® Although the Justice De-
_partment believes the Con-
. stitution precludes calling
the President before a
grand jury, it could ask for
a court ruling on tha ques-
st T
"+ ® The House of iRepreaent-
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sional hearings and the  tempted to Iorce hia resigna-
President’s own ' statements’-
regarding the coverup. i

Information—much of 'it.'h"?thé' tergat
hearsay and circumstantial e ga_g,c;b

—already on the public re- .
_cord regarding the Presi-

.dent’s role includes: L7 e e asive in 1970,
/® Warnings ‘of .,a.White,.:‘ ave his approval to a pro-
House cover-up made to the = loram of covert' activities: .
President as early as last’ at included breaking and
July by former acﬂng ]‘BI | fentering. . President Nixon

Director L. Patri ay I1L; . sald last week that the plan
who told Mr. m;tnq:hat po - was never put into efect be-

. cause late FBI Director ,
could be "wounded” by the . J Edgﬁe Hoover vetoed it.
actions of his aides in the

“White House, [The President
|said last week: “With hind-
|sight, it is apparent that I .
should have given more
heed to' the warning signals.
I received along the way -
, about a Watergate coveru
land less to'ﬁ@ Teassurances
;(fromstaffmembers) ] G
i Published anegations by
[fnrmer presidential counsel
| John 'W. Dean III ‘and his
“spokesmen that Mr. Nixon
' knew of the cover-up. Dean
met with the | Watergate
prosecutors on April 6 and
grovif;d t}lﬁm with informa- . 5
tion that led to several ma-“cussions of ebugging.._
jor breaks in the case, in- ' wsw"m _statements by
- cluding discovery of the it Aormer CIA Director Rich-
_Ellsberg break-in, according “ard Helms and Deputy' ‘Di-
to  Justice ‘Department f rector Lt. Gen. Vernon Wal-
Lilour::laa 1t is not known what | ters that they had been pres-
"he told the prosecutors in | sured by ‘Haldeman rand
i regard to the question of | Ehrlichman to protect: the
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‘ers that the Preaident at- i B e &
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Justice Department sources |
said the grand jury wants to | rectly inserted the reference

‘Mitchell, the President’s ex-
. campaign manager, that he

‘them on each occasion. Ac- . conspirator Jame

Mr Nixon about those dis-

_ Nixon last week denied | | tha
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“Oversight Committee said lmowledgem tthat he alqo,
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‘to Mr. Nixon, beeause
. thought was 1mp11dt in
mind.”)
s Testimony hy" John Caul-ﬁ‘
~ field, formerly an in-house
‘agent of the White I-Inuse in-
vestigative ' network, ~ who
told the Senate th t. forme
presidential counsel (Dean
ordered him to; offer xecu-
tive clemency to Wa
W i M
Cord Jr, “This «
utive.elemencyis a dﬁc
 offer which comes from
highest levels ot ‘the Whi
‘House,” . Caulﬁeld ‘said’ s}_l,
- was told by Dean. ‘President

clemency for anyone in car
ease. Dean has told others- |n
‘that - Ehrlichman  ordered.

him to -extend. the',uffer to. .
McCord through Caulfield.
" e President Nixon's .own
acknowledgement that “with-

ng in spet:lﬂc ac 'gitiel th
would, haye ‘disapp roved
ad they been brought to~
attention" P o
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