Prosecutors
Told toShun

Spec %}1
By Lawre ce Meyer, -
and Timothy S. Robinson
Washington Post Staff Writers
~President Nixon will
‘neither talk to' federal
‘prosecutors nor answer
their questions about the
Watergate case because it
would - be  “constitution-
ally inappropriate,” Presi-
dential - press sec:retary
‘Ronald . Ziegler sald
yesterday ¥
- Ziegler respondodtoques

tions following a report in

“ yesterday’s Washington Post
«that . the ' prosecutors have
told the Justice Department )
that there is justification for
calling Mr. Nixon before the
federal .grand jury investi-
g:ltmg the Watargate scan- |

" Ina Telated development
special Watergaté prosecu-
-tor Archibald Cox: issued a
statement yesterday ~ after
said that Cox would :
be asked and Attorney Gen- |
eral Flliot L. ' Richardson
had /' been " asked - to
ﬁnvestlgate,. the circum-
stance of these anonymous |
charges a]ns't the Presi-
dent of the United States.”
Cox did not mention Zie-
gler’s . statement. hut. said,
“All |decisions -about theo- J
ries of investigation or DIos-. ?
ecution, the grant of immu-./

"in return for testimony, and
the conduct of the, mvestiga-
tion will be
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“and ‘his ‘aides’ #ox said,
| “have been instructed to re-
*frain from any kind of state-
ment “comment or ‘specula-
tion about any aspect of the
gvashgahon, All ‘officials in
e ; Department - of ' Justice |
will ¢ e - eoxinstructed No |
previous- ta‘tement or com

7 'Cox; also“&nii&u} *that
Jamea F I Neal; qma;hvi}.le
ln r and former aide to

torney General Robert F.
Kennedy,-waa‘.joining the
\Special ;prose ugoﬁ&staﬂ as

 a special- nsﬁixtant “for two

weeks or longer if he ean.”
iPhilip ; E, - Heymann yand
James Vorenberg, who,' like
Cox, are Harvard law Pro--
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fessora, were sworn yester-

. day as special assistants.

 During the regnlar White

House press briefing yester
day, Ziegler ! was asked
whether ~ the ' President
would be willing to talk to
the prosecution “'in ' the'
' Watergate investigation.
“No,” Ziegler replied. Asked
why not, Ziegler said, "It
would be constitutionally in-
_appropriate. It would do vio-

i powers #

- lence to the separation. of.

) o ;L {
ztegler saId that J. Fred

‘Buzhardt who is serving as

‘ mpecial counsel to Mr.
‘Nixon for the Watergate '

i scandal, had contacted Rieh- -

ardson Monday ‘night about =
The Washington Post report
that = prosecutors ' believe .

there is justification for \_.‘
' calling Mr. leon before the :

grand Jury, (AL
The story attributed to Jlll-
‘tice  Department \Sources

the statement that the Presi-

dent’s rolein the Watergate

‘case is'the one key ‘question |
‘that remains to be clarified
in the grand Jury hwestiga- )

tion B ey v

‘cordin'g'th‘ the
prosecutm‘a ' e

; f- members
of Mr.:@fNixous‘iinﬁem‘xost’
! cirele gﬁould;ﬁperpetrate ‘ay
' massive'o struction of jus
%.: tice witpput' it knowledge.-
. Ziegler,: told. The  Post
",:Mondayr?tha]; Nqﬂle ) story"‘
‘“reflects a shocking and “ir
iresponsible abuse of author-

| | prosecutors, if in fact, theyl
 made the stateme) ts attrib-

. uted to them.” Asked'y ster-

| lity on!the part. of ‘federal’ "“

i)

.day what was nresponsible, !

| Ziegler said it wag that al-
leged proceedings ' of the
grand jury:“found their ‘way';
~into newspapers again®*

f ¢,-mlzlu3 Cox yestémgay ang

L?'“exp:gssed our severe con-
icern; and expressed our view |
when he said the Justice De-

partment  should - find  out

how it happened and make It

sure it won't happen ag

Cox’s only reference to

the matter in his statement
came at the conclusion: “I
prepared this = statement

prior to Mr. Buzhardt’s tele-

phone call. T, gave him the

| substance of it ' then and

. later read it to him, . Balely.
to'confirm the accuracy of .
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