Of Restgned Aldes

By Carroll Kilpatrick e

Washington Post Statf Writer LI

FBI agents moved into the
White House on a 24-hour
basis yesterday to safeguard
files in the offices of three

presidential aides whose res-

ignations President Nixon
accepted Monday.

Later, at a Cabinet meet-
ing, the President report-

edly spoke with irritation
about the way the agents
were standing around in the
corridors in full view of visi-
tors. :

At a news conference
"prior to the Cabinet. meet-
ing, press secretary Ronald
L. Ziegler said that the FBI
men were put into the of-

fices of former aides John -

D. Ehrlichman, H. R. Halde-
man and John W. Dean III
“to physically protect the
files to make sure that ac-
cess ' and removal of any
files were supervised in ac-
cordance with very strict
procedure.”

Ehrlichman and Halde-
man,' who are still in their
offices but are not conduct-
ing official business,
“wanted this to take place”
and are “fully cooperating,”
Ziegler said.

-Dean, whom the President
fm_ad_ was not in his office, .
and Ziegler said he knew of
no Jletter of resignation
from Dean.

In other developments in

" the wake of A Mr. Nixon’s

Monday night television re-
port -to the nation on
Watergate: '

® The President followed/
the hastily-called Cabinet
meeting with an hourlong
meeting with Vice Presi-
dent Agnew, described as
an “important” conference.
The White House will make
an announcement = about

.

.the meeting today. official

sources ~ said, - suggesting
that the Vice President will
be given a major new as-
signment. - s
- e Ziegler apologized to
The Washington Post for
charging last fall that its
Watergate stories were
based on “hearsay, charac-
er assassination, and innu-
endo.” -

® - Mr. Nixon hinted
strongly at new action to
curb inflation. He promised
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a statement today on the
economy after he holds a
morning meeting with his
chief economic advisers and
an afternoon meeting with
the Labor-Management Ad-
visory Committee.

e Editorial reaction from
the nation’s press to the
President’s speech on
Watergate generally ap-
plauded what was described
as his limited action to re-
store public confidence but
said he failed to remove all
suspicions. Ziegler reported
many favorable telephone
responses to the address.

Mr. Nixon began and
ended his long day with
meetings with West Gérman
Chancellor Willy Brandt.
They conferred in the Oval
Office in the morning and at
4 dinner the President and
Mrs. Nixon gave for their
guest last night.

But Mr. Nixon's chief at-
tention was centered on
Watergate even though he
said in his Monday address
that he would “now turn my
full attention once again to
the larger duties of this of-
fice.”

At the Cabinet meeting,
Mr, Nixon told his cpl-
leagues that Haldeman’s
aides would continue to per-
form administration -chores
at the White House and that
Kenneth R. Cole Jr., head of

the Domestic Couneil, would ™

be the proper person to dis-
cuss domestie issues with in-
stead of Ehrlichman.

Apparently bristling over
the fact that FBI guards
were in the White House
corridors and thus suggest-
ing that Ehrlichman and
Haldeman = could not be
trusted, the President re-
portedly ordered the agents
inside the offices they were
protecting.

Similarly, the President
referred “rather bitingly,”
one source said, to what he
called the “political play” by
Sen. Charles H. Percy (R-

I1l.) in demanding the ap--

pointment of.a special pros-
ecutor to conduct the Water-
gate investigation.”

Percy should not be mak-
ing that decision either for
the President or for Attor-
ney General-designate Elliot
L. Richardson, Mr. Nixon

bserved. He noted that he

d given Richardson full

\thority to appoint such an

‘vestigator if he should

m it advisable.
“¥

-
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Press secretary Ziegler: FBI men were put at offices
of former aides “to physically protect the files.”

Despite the talk about
Watergate, the President
“was not looking backward,
but forward,” one person
present reported.

At Ziegler's briefing, Bals
timore Sun corresponden{

Adam Clymer asked
whether, in view of the
President’s praise in his

speech of “a vigorous free
press,” he was ready to apol-
ogize to The Washington
Post for a number of attacks
he made onit in the course
of the developing Watergate
story.

“We would all have to say
that mistakes were made in
terms of comments,” Ziegler
replied. “I was overly enthu-
siastic in my comments
about The Post, particularly
if you look at them in the
context of developments
that have taken place.”

Describing his criticisms
as an “overstatement,” Zie-

gler said: “I would apologize
to. The Post  and to Mr.
Woodward and Mr. Bern-
stein.” Carl Bernstein and

“Bob Woodward are The Post

reporters who did the bulk
of the paper’s investigative
work on the Watergate case.

They have “pursued the
story” and “deserve credit”
for their work, Ziegler said.

“When we are wrong, we
are wrong, as we were in
that case,” the press secre-
tary said.

He emphasized ' that he
did not necessarily agree
with all that Bernstein and
Woodward wrote - and was
not prejudging the individu-
als mentioned in The Post
stories.

Katharine Graham, pub-
lisher of The Washington
Post, said she accepted the
apology “with pleasure.”

“The administration was
irying to undermine the

credibility of the press for
the last 10 months,” she said
in New York. “It is-a very
great satisfaction to find
that the press's credibility
has hbeen proven to the
whole world and I hope that
this will be remembered.
“We could never, never
have reported the Water-
gate without the wuse of
anonymous sources and yet
the courts, the grand juries,
and the government are
subpoenaing such sources.”
In another development,
former Secretary of Defense
Melvin R. Laird told. report-
ers in a meeting here that
Mr. Nixon never asked him
to become involved in the
Watergate investigation “in
any way.” Friends in the
Cabinet and in Congress. did
approach him, he said, but
they were not _speaking for

‘the President.

Laird said he had told Mr.
Nixon some time ago that he
would not be available for ,
any full-time assignment be-
fore July 1.

“T have a eomm.ltment to
him to talk to him before I
take on any other fulltime
jb,” Laird said.

In an interview with CBS,
Haldeman said he was con-
vinced that when the truth
is known “I will be seen as
totally clear of any of the
implications or allegations
that have been made.”

Discussing the decision to
place FBI agents on guard
in the - Ehrlichman-Halde-
man-Dean offices, Ziegler
said the order by Acting
FBI Director William D.’
Ruckelshaus was made after
a conference between Attor-
ney General-designate Rich-
ardson and Leonard -Gar-
ment, acting counsel to the
Presxdent

“This procedure is not to
cast any aspersions but to
make sure that a strict pro-
cedure is followed in rela-
tion to the security of White
House papers,” Ziegler com-
mented.

The -Associated Press re-
ported :that Haldeman and
Ehrlichman had culled
through their files to docu-
ment their elaim of inno-
cence. !

The two former aides
were seen leaving the White
House together in a car with
what appeared to be papers
on their laps. A spokesman
said any papers removed
would have been with the‘
approval on the FBI agents.



